Ruairi Corr’s Success Story

My name is Ruairi Corr and I have been deafblind since the age of 6 and a half years old as a consequence of a rare genetic illness called Adrenoleukodystrophy. Some people have heard about it because the boy in the film Lorenzo's Oil also had it. I started life living in Ireland, going to mainstream school, but following a bone marrow transplant to arrest my Adrenoleukodystrophy, I became deafblind. My family moved to Devon so that I could go to the West of England School in Exeter.

It took many years for me to adjust to my new life with disabilities, especially when I had experienced how different it is for people with full hearing and sight. It was frustrating and made me very sad, but it didn't rob me of my determination and tenacity for life. With the support of my family and friends I climbed the 3 peaks and Carrantouhil, the highest mountain in Ireland. 

My biggest challenge was to train and run the half marathon in Exeter in 2011 and again in 2012. The training was so incredibly difficult and boring, but I was determined to do it. I ran both runs with a sighted guide and in 2012 finished ahead of some people in running clubs, in 2 hours 22 minutes. Quite an achievement considering I am also epileptic and steroid dependent and actually ended up in the High Dependency Unit of our local hospital for 4 days after the 2012 run with electrolyte imbalance.

The thing I was most pleased about was that the sponsorship money raised was enough to build a house for a blind man in Malawi, called Isaiah, that my sister met doing voluntary work there. Prior to that he and his family lived in a terrible mud hut, with a high malaria risk. Isaiah now lives in a house with a proper roof and windows and it has changed the lives of all of his family.

My next challenge is to climb the longest wooden staircase in the world, the Flørli Steps in Norway. There are 4444 steps altogether!! Who knows what the next challenge will be after that!

