National Federation of the Blind DeafBlind Division
Meeting Minutes for Annual Business Meeting
Date: 7/10/2025


The annual business meeting of the National Federation of the Blind DeafBlind Division was called to order by President Maurice Mines at 1:05 PM CST in 7/10/2025


Treasurer’s Report:
Sara Coleman, NFBDB Treasurer, provided a treasurer’s report which included the following:


DeafBlind Division
Financial Report
July 31, 2024 – June 30, 2025


Summary
	Starting balance July 31, 2024
	$ 813.70

	Total Income
	$ $2,401.79

	Total Expenditures 
	$ $1,973.00

	Ending balance June 30, 2025
	$ $1,242.49



Detailed Income
	Dues
	$ 206

	Donations
	$ 600

	Convention Sales
	$ 0

	Poppin Popcorn Sales
	$1148

	Fudge Sale
	$ 345.79

	Total Income
	$ 2401.79



Detailed Expenditures
	Supplies
	$ 0

	Postage
	$ 0

	Printing and Publications
	$ 0

	Travel
	$ 0

	Conference, Conv, & Meetings
	$ 300

	Awards & Grants
	$ 624

	Telephones
	$ 0

	Information Technology
	$ 150

	Other – ASL Interpreting
	$ 1049

	Total Expenditures
	$ 1973





The report was approved by all members unanimously.

Guest Presentations:

Arielle Silverman, director of research at the American Foundation for the Blind, announced two programs: a cross-disability AI survey open until September, which DeafBlind individuals are encouraged to participate in, and a graduate fellowship program for research mentoring by blind researchers, open until July 18.
Genevieve Barnes, a deafblind employment specialist from Indiana, highlighted the need for Braille resources tailored for deaf ASL users and requested collaboration to develop a curriculum addressing the unique challenges they face.


DeafBlindness and Orientation and Mobility:

Ellie Streger, a teacher working with DeafBlind children in Denver, discussed challenges in orientation and mobility (O&M) curriculums, highlighting the lack of standardized approaches for this population. She introduced the use of haptics as a beneficial technique but noted the need for structured discovery methods. The group discussed potential resources for further information on O&M standards, including the National Blindness Professional Certification Board, the Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired. Deborah Kendrick inquired about existing standards for O and M practiced by the Helen Keller National Center. Rocky indicated there are currently no specific standards for DeafBlind O and M, but that HKNC is  available for consultation services in this area. 


Advocacy and Policy:

Justin Young, NFB Governmental Affairs specialist,  discussed three key legislative priorities: the Website and Software Application Accessibility Act (HR 3417), the Medical Device Accessibility Act, and the Blind Americans Return to Work Act (HR 1175). He noted that the first bill was introduced in May and is bipartisan in the House, while the other two bills are still pending introduction. Dr. Young also provided an update on the budget reconciliation process, explaining that the House Appropriations Committee is working to complete budget bills by the end of July, with particular attention to the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies bill, which is crucial for programs affecting the blind and DeafBlind communities.

Accessibility Excellence for the DeafBlind:


Jonathan Mohsen, the executive director for accessibility Excellence at the National Federation of the Blind Center for Excellence in Nonvisual Accessibility, discussed the advancements and challenges in hearing aid technology, particularly for deafblind individuals. He highlighted the benefits of new AI-driven hearing aids, such as improved noise cancellation and streaming capabilities, but also raised concerns about battery life and the lack of replaceable battery options. Jonathan emphasized the importance of involving deafblind people in product design and testing, as they can provide valuable feedback on the usability of hearing aids. He also mentioned ongoing efforts to resolve compatibility issues between new hearing aids and screen readers, with Phonak working on a firmware update to address the problem. The division agreed that further discussion around a possible DeafBlind audiology self-advocacy toolkit would continue. 
  Discussion was also held regarding new features in iOS 26 that would benefit the DeafBlind community, including braille access mode and live captions. 



Elections for National DeafBlind Division Board

Elections for DeafBlind Division board members were held, with the following results:
· President, Rocky Hart of Minnesota
· First Vice President, Robert Stigile of California
· Second Vice-President, Anna Trotman of Alabama 
· Secretary, Jessie Kramer of Utah
· Treasurer, Sara Coleman of Iowa
· Board Position 4: Hannah Furney of Minnesota (to fill position vacated by Rocky Hart)

Board members clarified the need for the President, First and Second Vice-President, and at  least a simple majority of the board members be DeafBlind.


Robert requested that board members submit their sections of the annual report to him by July 31 to ensure it can be submitted to the office of the National President by August 15.

	
	



Meeting adjourned at 3:45 PM
Next meeting: 07/05/2026

