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Screen Reader
A screen reader allows patrons who are blind or visually impaired to read the computerScreen, use the Internet, and use most computer programs. Purchasing a site license will allow the use of a screen reader from any machine in the library system. This could also allow for blind or visually impaired employees to have access to this software. We recommend seats for up to 10 users at a time.

Product: Window-Eyes Wide Area Network License

Cost: $745 per seat (minimum 5 seats)
More info: https://www.gwmicro.com/Catalog/Window-Eyes/?moreInfo=8210-069-WAN
Software Maintenance Agreement  

Purchase an SMA (software maintenance agreement) to extend the life of the product. These allow for free updates of the product. Updates are generally released approximately once a year.
Product: Window-Eyes SMA

Cost: $299 per seat (allows for 3 free updates per seat)

Optical Character Recognition (OCR)
Allows patrons who are blind or visually impaired to read books and materials using a handheld device. A picture is taken of an item which is then translated into text. The hand held device then reads the text to the patron out loud. 
Product: KNFB Reader Mobile
Cost: $1,495 each
More info: http://www.knfbreader.com
Scanning Software

Scanning and OCR software would allow patrons to sit at a computer and scan books using a generic flatbed scanner. Print text is recognized and converted into speech or Braille.

Product: Kurzweil 1000

Cost: $995 per copy

More info: http://www.kurzweiledu.com
Portable CCTVs
These are small, versatile devices with an LCD screen and camera. Persons who are visually  impaired may use these devices to increase the text size or change the color of the material they are reading. 
Product:  Humanware PocketViewer 

Cost: $399
More Info:  http://www.humanware.com/en-usa/products/low_vision/
Product:  Optelec Compact+
Cost: $800
More Info:  http://www.optelec.com/en_US/product/electronic-low-vision/compact-plus
Braille Embosser

Several modern braille embossers are available, which can quickly and easily emboss materials into braille. Some can also produce graphics or print print and braille simultaneously.
Cost: $2,800 - $15,000 depending on model and features

MP3 Players

Accessible MP3 players would allow for complete access to the library's collection of MP3 books. Cost will depend on the format of these materials.

Product: 4th Generation iPod Nano

Cost: $149

More info: http://www.apple.com 
Refreshable Braille Displays

Refreshable Braille displays would allow for patrons to read books and other materials at the library in braille. Scanned or electronic text can be translated into Braille for easy reading, and this would eliminate the need to have a large stock of bulky Braille material stored at the library. These items vary widely in cost depending on number of cells, size, brand, etc. It would be best to discuss the options and decide on a product  from there. 
