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NATIONAL FEDERATION

 OF THE BLIND

NEW MEXICO

Live the life you want.




The National Federation of the Blind knows that blindness is not the characteristic that defines you or your future. Every day we raise the expectations of blind people, because low expectations create obstacles between blind people and our dreams.

You can live the life you want; blindness is not what

holds you back.

State Convention Agenda

March 30th - April 2nd, 2017
Sheraton Albuquerque Uptown Hotel

2600 Louisiana Blvd. NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110
Adelmo Vigil, President

National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico (NFBNM)
575-921-5422
avigil74@gmail.com
www.nfbnm.org
DOOR PRIZES:
Door prizes will be drawn during general convention sessions and during the banquet. To win, you must be registered for the convention, and you must be in the room when your name is called. Exceptions will be made only for people working the registration table, the childcare coordinator, and the children in her care.

Thursday, March 30, 2017
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM
Board of Directors Meeting (Wurlitzer), Adelmo Vigil, President, NFBNM

Friday, March 31, 2017
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Registration (Galleria), Sarah Villavicencio, Registration Chairperson, Adults $30 Children $15
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Exhibits (Ivory), Urja Lansing and Tom O'Brien, Exhibit Co-Chairpersons
8:30 AM - 9:45 AM
Resolutions Committee (Regal), Curtis Chong, Chairperson, Resolutions
Committee
9:45 AM - 11:45 AM
SAGE (Senior Action Group Energy) Division (Regal), Nancy Burns, President, SAGE
9:45 AM - 10:00 AM

Open Registration for SAGE $5, Urja Lansing, SAGE Treasurer and Don Burns, SAGE Member
10:00 AM - 10:10 AM

Call to Order and Introductions, Nancy Burns, President


10:10 AM -10:15 AM

Auction item

10:15 AM - 11:10 AM

Responding to Assumptions and Misconceptions About Blindness and Vision Loss (three breakout sessions)
Group 1: Responding to Family and Friends
Facilitator, Caroline Benavidez, SAGE Board Member and Teacher of the Visually Impaired

Group 2: Responding to Health Care Professionals

Facilitator, Art Schreiber, President Emeritus, NFBNM

Group 3: Responding to the General Public

Facilitator, Veronica Smith, Member West Mesa Chapter and Braille Instructor

11:10 AM - 11:25 AM

Wrap up and comments from each facilitator

11:25 AM - 11:30 AM 
Auction item
11:30 AM - 11:45 AM

Business Meeting, Elections

11:45 AM
Adjourn
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
NFBNM Welcome Luncheon (Ambassador/Registry), Master of Ceremonies, Adelmo Vigil, President, NFBNM
Luncheon Keynote Speaker, Art Schreiber, President Emeritus, NFBNM


Action Auction

1:00 PM - 3:45 PM
New Mexico Association of Blind Students (NMABS), (Wurlitzer),
Emilio Martinez, President, NMABS
1:00 PM - 1:30 PM
Open Registration for NMABS, $5
1:30 PM - 1:45 PM
Welcome and Introductions, Emilio Martinez, President, NMABS
1:45 PM - 2:10 PM
New Accelerated Orientation Center Program, Lucy Alexander, Deputy Director, Orientation Center, New Mexico Commission for the Blind
2:10 PM - 2:35 PM
Update from the National Association of Blind Students, (NABS), Bryan Duarte, Board Member, NABS 
2:35 PM - 2:45 PM
Questions and Discussion

2:45 PM - 3:00 PM
Success in College, Kaity Ellis, Treasurer, NMABS
3:00 PM - 3:15 PM
Entrepreneurial Studies, Stacy Sacco, Lecturer I, Director Small Business Institute, University of New Mexico
3:15 PM - 3:45 PM
Business Meeting, Elections
3:45 PM 
Adjourn

1:30 PM - 5:00 PM
New Mexico Parents of Blind Children (NMPOBC) Seminar, (Regal)
Officers: Alexia Harrison, President
Gail Wagner, Vice President

Frances Hammond, Secretary/Treasurer
Lucy Alexander, Board Member
Becky Smith, Board Member

Sheila Martin, Board Member
Vickie Buchignani, Board Member
Michael Blaes, Board Member
1:30 PM - 1:35 PM Welcome 

1:35 PM - 1:45 PM What is the National Federation of the Blind? Adelmo Vigil, President, NFBNM
1:45 PM - 2:50 PM Panel Discussion: Meeting the Needs of Children With Additional Disabilities

-Carla McQuillan, Board Member, National Federation of the     Blind and President, National Federation of the Blind of Oregon

-Jedi Moerke, Cane Travel Instructor, Orientation Center, 

New Mexico Commission for the Blind 

-Mathew Bowers, Teacher of the Visually Impaired, 

Albuquerque Public Schools

2:50 PM - 3:00 PM White Cane Essay
3:00 PM - 3:15 PM Break
3:15 PM - 3:35 PM Business Meeting
3:35 PM - 3:45 PM The STEP program, Lucy Alexander, Deputy Director, Orientation Center, New Mexico Commission for the Blind 

3:45 PM - 5:00 PM Everyday Independence, hands on activities and experiences
5:00 PM Adjourn
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Orientation Center Alumni Get Together (Serenade), Lucy Alexander, Deputy Director, Orientation Center, New Mexico Commission for the Blind

This is an opportunity for alumni to catch up with old friends and staff from their days at the Orientation Center and network with other past and present students.  If you want to know more about the Orientation Center or are thinking of attending STEP in Alamogordo, please come meet some of our staff and students to learn how our program can help you achieve your goals of independence.
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Cool Things to Know About Technology (Wurlitzer), Curtis Chong, Technology Consultant, National Federation of the Blind
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Hospitality - Refreshments (Ambassador), Co-Chairs, Alexia Harrison and Monica Martinez
7:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Nominating Committee (Uptown Board Room), Daphne Mitchell, Chairperson, Nominating Committee this is a closed meeting open only to chapter and division presidents.
8:00 PM - 10:00 PM
NFB Trivia Night, cash bar available (Roxy), $2 per game per person
Saturday, April 1, 2017
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM  
Registration (Galleria)
11:30 AM - 1:20 PM 
Registration (Galleria)
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM  
Registration (Galleria)

GENERAL SESSION (Regal/Wurlitzer)

9:00 AM - 9:20 AM
Call to Order, Adelmo Vigil, President, NFBNM
Invocation, Daphne Mitchell, Second Vice President, NFBNM
Pledge of Allegiance, Muktha Nix, Seventh Grade Student, Jefferson Middle School
National Anthem, Diana Marquez, Member, Albuquerque Chapter and West Mesa Chapter
NFB Pledge, Tonia Trapp, Secretary, NFBNM
I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its constitution.


Announcements and Convention Arrangements, Christine Hall, Convention Coordinator
9:20 AM - 9:25 AM
Greetings from the City of Albuquerque, Mayor Richard Berry
9:25 AM - 9:30 AM 
Action Auction

9:30 AM - 10:15 AM
National Report, Carla McQuillan, Board Member, National Federation of the Blind and President, National Federation of the Blind of Oregon
10:15 AM - 10:30 AM 
Action Auction
10:30 AM - 10:55 AM
President's Report, Adelmo Vigil, President, NFBNM

10:55 AM - 11:10 AM
Pre-Authorized Contribution Plan (PAC), Tara Chavez, Chairperson, PAC

Plan Committee
11:10 AM - 11:35 AM
Status Report on the New Mexico Commission for the Blind, Greg Trapp,
Executive Director, New Mexico Commission for the Blind
11:35 AM - 12:00 PM
My Blindness, Myself, Michelle Chacon, Federationist and educator of blind

children
This member of our Federation family will tell her story of blindness and how the Federation has helped her live the life she wants.
12:00 PM - 1:20 PM

Parent and Student Division Luncheon (Ambassador/Registry), Mistress of
Ceremonies, Lucy Alexander, Board Member, NMPOBC
Luncheon Keynote Speaker, Carla McQuillan, Board Member, National Federation of the Blind and President, National Federation of the Blind of Oregon


Action Auction

1:30 PM - 1:35 PM
Amazon Echo Raffle

The NFBNM is raffling an Amazon Echo, and the winner will be drawn at the banquet on Saturday evening. You do not have to be present to win. The tickets are $5 each or three tickets for $10. We will use the funds raised from this raffle to help our organization continue to advocate for the blind of our state so they can live the life they want.
What is Amazon Echo? 

 

Amazon Echo is a hands-free speaker you control with your voice. Echo connects to the Alexa Voice Service to play music, provide information, news, sports scores, weather, and more—instantly. All you have to do is ask.

Echo has seven microphones and beam forming technology so it can hear you from across the room—even while music is playing. Echo is also an expertly tuned speaker that can fill any room with 360° immersive sound. When you want to use Echo, just say the wake word "Alexa" and Echo responds instantly. 

The Echo uses Skills to access services such as local search from Yelp, movie showtimes, Samsung SmartThings support, Google Calendar, Audible audiobooks, text-to-speech for Kindle eBooks, and over 100 new skills from third-party developers. Skills add even more capabilities like ordering a pizza from Domino's, requesting a ride from Uber, opening your garage with Garageio, and more. Enabling skills lets your Echo do even more—simply discover and enable the skills you want to use in the Alexa App.

If a person wins the Amazon echo, here are the absolute minimum requirements to use the Echo:

1.
Reliable Internet connection with wireless capability.

2.
An Amazon account—Amazon Prime is definitely desirable.

3.
Access to the Alexa app either through a smart phone or tablet or through a computer accessing the alexa.amazon.com website.

1:35 PM - 1:55 PM
The Future of Voting by the Blind of New Mexico, Maggie Toulouse Oliver, New Mexico Secretary of State and Kari Fresquez, New Mexico Director of Elections
1:55 PM - 2:05 PM

Questions and Answers
2:05 PM - 2:10 PM 
Action Auction
2:10 PM - 2:55 PM
Panel Discussion: Educators and the Organized Blind--Working Together to

Empower Blind Children to Achieve Success
Moderator: Curtis Chong, Treasurer, NFBNM

Panelists: 

Alyssa Agranat, Principal, Zia Elementary School 

Linda Lyle, Superintendent, New Mexico School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, (NMSBVI)
Michelle Chacon, Federationist and educator of blind children
Maryann Ricci, Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialist, Santa Fe Public Schools

2:55 PM - 3:00 PM
Action Auction

3:00 PM - 3:30 PM
Town Forum, Services and Priorities of the New Mexico
Commission for the Blind, Tom O'Brien, Chair, State Rehabilitation Council
3:30 PM - 3:40 PM 
Legislative Update, Don Burns, Legislative Coordinator

3:40 PM - 4:00 PM
Status Report on the New Mexico School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, Linda Lyle, Superintendent, NMSBVI
4:00 PM - 4:25 PM
Action Auction

4:25 PM - 4:30 PM
Convention Announcements, Christine Hall, Convention Coordinator

4:30 PM 
Comments and Adjourn 
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
No Host Social Hour (Ambassador/Registry)

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
State Convention Banquet (Ambassador/Registry), Master of Ceremonies,
Curtis Chong, Treasurer, NFBNM
Invocation, Martin Gallegos, Board Member, NFBNM
Keynote Speaker, Carla McQuillan, Board Member, National Federation of the Blind and President, National Federation of the Blind of Oregon 

A Silent Auction will be held during the banquet. Proceeds will support our

scholarship program for parents of blind children, which awards up to

$2,500 for a family with a blind child to attend the National Federation of

the Blind convention.
Sunday, April 2, 2017
GENERAL SESSION (Regal/Wurlitzer)

9:00 AM - 9:15 AM
Why Should I Attend The National Federation of the Blind Convention in

Orlando? Adelmo Vigil, President, NFBNM and Carla McQuillan, Board

Member, National Federation of the Blind and President, National

Federation of the Blind of Oregon
9:15 AM - 9:35 AM
Report on the Washington Seminar, Adelmo Vigil, President, NFBNM; Tara Chavez, President, Albuquerque Chapter; and Kaity Ellis, Member NFBNM

9:35 AM - 10:20 AM
Work Group Meetings (Legislative, Education, Fundraising, and Membership)
10:20 AM - 10:35 AM
Resolutions, Curtis Chong, Chairperson, Resolutions Committee
10:35 AM - 11:45 AM
Business Meeting

Minutes of 2016 State Convention, Tonia Trapp, Secretary, NFBNM

Treasurer's Report, Curtis Chong, Treasurer, NFBNM

Elections, Daphne Mitchell, Chairperson, Nominating Committee

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Final Announcements, Closing Remarks, and Adjourn 
CHAPTERS AND DIVISIONS

CHAPTERS

Albuquerque Chapter

Tara Chavez

505-872-2044 
tmatzick06@hotmail.com
San Juan (Farmington)

Nathalie Martin

801-574-1268
natmartin103@gmail.com
West Mesa (ABQ)

Don Burns


505-922-1939
dlburns2338@gmail.com
White Sands (Alamogordo)
Larry Hayes

575-434-2076
larrywhayes@hotmail.com
DIVISIONS

NMABS
New Mexico Association of Blind Students

Emilio Martinez
505-321-8080 
saggs07@yahoo.com
NMPOBC
New Mexico Parents of Blind Children
Alexia Harrison
505-859-1407
switzerlawn@aol.com
SAGE
Senior Action Group Energy


Nancy Burns 
505-922-1939
NLBurns26@gmail.com
AFFILIATE BOARD MEMBERS

President, Adelmo Vigil, Alamogordo; 


    term expires 2018
First Vice President, Vacant



 
    term expires 2018
Second Vice President, Daphne Mitchell, Albuquerque; term expires 2018
Secretary, Tonia Trapp, Albuquerque; 


    term expires 2018
Treasurer, Curtis Chong, Albuquerque; 


    term expires 2018
Board member, Martin Gallegos, Santa Fe; 

    term expires 2018
Board member, Caroline Benavidez, Albuquerque; 
    term expires 2018
Board member, ShaRon Dandy, Albuquerque; 

    term expires 2018
Board member, Toby Chacon, Espanola; 

    term expires 2017
Board member, Urja Lansing, Albuquerque; 

    term expires 2017
Board member, Alexia Harrison, Los Lunas; 

    term expires 2017
OUR THANKS

Thank you to everyone who appeared on the agenda, and to all who chaired and/or served on committees. We wish to thank Carla McQuillan, President, National Federation of the Blind of Oregon, for serving as our national representative. The national perspective you brought to us is so important to our achievement of equality, security, and opportunity. Thank you to the management and staff of the hotel for all the assistance in planning this weekend and making our stay enjoyable.
We wish you safe travels home, and see you all next year!
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