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Virginia Murray Sowell Center for Research and Education in Sensory Disabilities

Box 41071
Lubbock, TX 79409-1071
806-834-1322
806-742-2326 - Fax

Information Sheet on Study: Implementation and Efficacy of Universal Design in Online University Coursework for Students Who Are Blind or Visually Impaired
Purpose of this study:	
[bookmark: _GoBack]The main purpose of the study is to investigate how students who are blind or visually impaired (BVI) perceive the implementation and efficacy of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) in online university coursework.  Another purpose of this study is to find out if UDL can meet the needs of all learners who are blind or visually impaired in an online classroom environment. Additionally, the study hopes to contribute to the literature on UDL.

Eligibility to participate:
· Participant must have previously enrolled in or currently be enrolled in an online university course.
· Participant must have used screen reader software for accessing the online course.
· Participant must be 18 years of age or older to participate in this study.
· Participant must be currently enrolled in or have graduated from a university or any other higher degree institution.
Participant role in the study:
Your participation will involve completing a short online survey that is accessible to a screen reader. The survey should take about 20-30 minutes to complete.

How your privacy is protected:
[bookmark: _Hlk480494037]All participants’ responses will be anonymous. No identifying personal or contact information (name, address, email, etc.) is required. The data will be kept securely with password protection in the Qualtrics survey system. Only the principal investigator, Rona Pogrund, and the co-investigator, Mohanna Almohanna, will have access to the password and data.

Stopping participation:
Your participation is completely voluntary. The researchers and the Institutional Review Board have reviewed the questions and think you can answer them comfortably. You may skip any question you do not feel comfortable answering. You can also stop answering questions at any time. You are free to leave any time you wish. You can keep all the benefits of participating even if you stop. Participating is your choice. However, we do appreciate your participation in this study.

Procedure:
[bookmark: _Hlk486882365]You will click on the link provided in the attached email. The link will take you to the Qualtrics survey page.  Participants should click on the next button to proceed to the consent form; participants must complete the consent form in order to continue with the survey. All signatures are electronic and will be saved in Qualtrics; no identifying personal or contact information (name, address, etc.)  is required to continue. Once the participant has signed by clicking the “I agree” button, he/she will be considered for the database.

The survey contains two main parts. The first part is a demographic questionnaire consisting of 12 multiple-choice questions and short answers. No long answers or essays are required. The second part is the main study. The main study is divided into two sections, the first part addresses users’ satisfaction and consists of 26 questions, and the second addresses effectiveness and consists of 25 questions. Participants will rate their satisfaction and the effectiveness of online course materials they have experienced on a six-point Likert scale.  Upon completion of the survey, participants will be thanked for their participation. There is no compensation for participating in this study.

For questions about the study:
If you have any questions about the study, you can contact Mohanna Almohanna or Dr. Rona Pogrund at the email addresses or phone numbers below.

TTU also has a Board that protects the rights of people who participate in research.  You can ask questions of the Board at 806-742-2064.  You can also mail or email your questions to the: 

Human Research Protection Program
Administration Building, Room 357
Box 41075 | MS 1075
Lubbock, TX 79409-1075
hrpp@ttu.edu

Your participation in this study is most appreciated, and your feedback on your experiences using a screen reader to access online university courses will hopefully be used to improve future online courses for people who are blind or visually impaired. Thank you for your participation!

Sincerely,
Mohanna Almohanna
Ph.D. Candidate in Special Education
Texas Tech University
Phone: 703-870-8052
Email: mohanna.almohanna@ttu.edu

Rona Pogrund, Ph.D.
Professor
Special Education Program
College of Education
Texas Tech University
 (512) 206-9213 (office)
(806) 252-8026 (cell)
Email: rona.pogrund@ttu.edu
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