[image: image1.png]4
NATIONAL FEDERATION

 OF THE BLIND

NEW MEXICO

Live the life you want.




The National Federation of the Blind knows that blindness is not the characteristic that defines you or your future. Every day we raise the expectations of blind people, because low expectations create obstacles between blind people and our dreams. You can live the life you want; blindness is not what holds you back.

State Convention Agenda

April 19 - April 22, 2018
Sheraton Albuquerque Uptown Hotel

2600 Louisiana Blvd. NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110
Adelmo Vigil, President

National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico (NFBNM)

575-921-5422
NFBNewMexicoPresident@gmail.com
DOOR PRIZES:
Door prizes will be drawn during general convention sessions and during the banquet. To win, you must be registered for the convention, and you must be in the room when your name is called. Exceptions will be made only for people working the registration table, the team providing childcare, and the children in their care.

Thursday, April 19, 2018

7:30 PM - 9:30 PM

Board of Directors Meeting (Wurlitzer), Adelmo Vigil, President, NFBNM
Friday, April 20, 2018
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Registration (Galleria), Sarah Villavicencio, Registration Chairperson, 
Adults $30 Children $15
Please stop by to register, pick up your print or Braille agenda’s and
your meal tickets (if purchased).
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Childcare (Serenade), Brianne Kotschwar, Childcare Chairperson

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Exhibits (Roxy), Urja Lansing and Tom O'Brien, Co-Chairs
8:30 AM - 9:45 AM
Resolutions Committee (Regal), Curtis Chong, Chairperson, Resolutions
Committee
9:45 AM -11:45 AM
Senior Action Group Energy Division (SAGE) seminar (Regal),
Nancy Burns, President, SAGE
9:45 AM - 10:00 AM

SAGE registration $5.00:  Those who register will receive a gift bag and will be eligible for a door prize 

10:00 AM - 10:15 AM

Call to Order, Nancy Burns, President, SAGE
Introductions and announcements:  There will be a drawing for a colorful Baja jacket.  Tickets will be only $1.00 or 6 for $5.00 and the drawing will be held on Sunday morning. 

10:15 AM - 10:25 AM

Report from Amy Buresh, Board Member, National Federation of the Blind and President, National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska

10:25 AM - 11:30 AM

How can I continue doing what I love to do?

(five breakout sessions)
I.  Reading:  Newsline for the Blind, Library services, care.com

Mary Willows, Past President, NFB of California

II.    Games and Crafts:  board and card games, crocheting

Caroline Benavidez, First Vice President, NFBNM 

III. Cooking, Entertaining, and Barbecuing

Nancy Burns, President, SAGE, and Don Burns, President, West Mesa Chapter, NFBNM
IV. Social Interaction:  movies, meetings, and classes

Christine Hall, Convention Coordinator and former President, NFBNM

V. Traveling abroad:   Managing passports and foreign airports

Urja Lansing, Treasurer, SAGE 
11:30 AM - 11:45 AM

Business meeting:  Elections and wrap up
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
NFBNM Welcome Luncheon (Ambassador/Registry), Master of Ceremonies, Adelmo Vigil, President, NFBNM
Luncheon Keynote Speaker, Mary Willows, Former President, NFB of California and Member, Albuquerque Chapter, NFBNM


Action Auction

1:00 PM - 3:45 PM
New Mexico Association of Blind Students (NMABS) seminar (Wurlitzer),
Kaity Ellis, President, NMABS
1:00 PM - 1:20 PM
NMABS registration and membership dues $5.00
1:20 PM -1:30 PM
Opening remarks from Kaity Ellis, President, NMABS and

Adelmo Vigil, President, NFBNM  

Door Prize

1:35 PM - 2:05 PM 
Update from the National Association of Blind Students (NABS), Michael Ausbun, First Vice President, NABS 

2:05 PM - 2:20 PM 
Services Available to Blind College Students, Tonia Trapp, Secretary, NFBNM
Door Prize 

2:25 PM - 2:40 PM 
Access Technology in Higher Education, Curtis Chong, Access Technology Expert, National Federation of the Blind
2:40 PM - 2:55 PM 
The Accessible Instructional Materials in Higher Education Act
Kaity Ellis, President, NMABS 

2:55 PM - 3:25 PM 
College Done the Right Way (a panel presentation with audience participation)
3:25PM - 3:55 PM 
Business Meeting: Elections and wrap up

3:40 PM - 4:00 PM  
Closing remarks, Kaity Ellis, President, NMABS 
1:15 PM - 5:00 PM
New Mexico Parents of Blind Children (NMPOBC) Seminar (Regal),
Alexia Harrison, President, NMPOBC

Officers:

Gail Wagner, Vice President
Vacant, Secretary/Treasurer

Lucy Alexander, Board Member

Becky Smith, Board Member

Vickie Buchignani, Board Member

Monica Buddrius, Board Member

1:15 PM - 1:20 PM

Welcome and Introductions, Alexia Harrison, President, NMPOBC

1:20 PM - 1:30 PM

"What is the NFB?" Adelmo Vigil, President, NFBNM and 

Amy Buresh, Board Member, National Federation of the Blind and President, National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska
1:30 PM - 2:30 PM

Braille Lesson, Gail Wagner, Teacher of the Visually Impaired, Albuquerque Public Schools

2:30 PM - 2:45 PM

Business meeting: Elections  

2:45 PM - 3:45 PM

Cane Walk 

3:45 PM - 4:45 PM

Games: Learn how to adapt and play games  

4:45 PM - 5:00 PM 
Open Discussion and wrap up 

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Orientation Center Alumni Get Together (Wurlitzer), Lucy Alexander, Deputy Director, Orientation Center, New Mexico Commission for the Blind

This is an opportunity for alumni to catch up with old friends and staff from their days at the Orientation Center and network with other past and present students.  If you want to know more about the Orientation Center or are thinking of attending STEP in Alamogordo, please come meet some of our staff and students to learn how our program can help you achieve your goals of independence.

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Hands-On Demonstration of Accessible Online Voting (Uptown Board Room), 
Curtis Chong, Access Technology Expert, National Federation of the Blind
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Town Forum: Services and Priorities of the New Mexico Commission for the

Blind (Regal), Tom O'Brien, Chairperson, State Rehabilitation Council

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Hospitality - Refreshments (Ivory), Chairs, Alexia Harrison, President, NMPOBC and Lisa Garza, President, Mesilla Valley Chapter, NFBNM
7:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Nominating Committee (Uptown Board Room), Caroline Benavidez, Chairperson, Nominating Committee
This is a closed meeting open only to chapter and division presidents.
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM

Tonight’s feature film "Do You Dream in Color?" (Roxy), An interactive discussion will follow the showing of the film.
Blind people of all ages, their families, educators, and others who face discrimination based on low expectations will learn from these inspiring young people and their stories in Do You Dream in Color?, a new, critically acclaimed documentary. 

The documentary depicts the problems that blind students experience in public schools and other challenges that they face due to low expectations and misconceptions about blindness. 

Saturday, April 21, 2018
Registration (Galleria), Sarah Villavicencio, Registration Chairperson
Adults $30 Children $15, Please stop by to register, pick up your print or Braille agenda’s and your meal tickets (if purchased).
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM  


11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

1:30 PM - 2:00 PM

3:30 PM - 4:30 PM

Childcare (Serenade), Brianne Kotschwar, Childcare Chairperson
Services will be available during general session and banquet.

8:45 AM - 4:30 PM 

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM

General Session (Regal/Wurlitzer)

9:00 AM - 9:20 AM
Call to Order, Adelmo Vigil, President, NFBNM
Invocation, Caroline Benavidez, First Vice President, NFBNM
Pledge of Allegiance, Fernando Reyes, Fifth-Grade Student, Bluff View Elementary School, Farmington, NM

National Anthem, Jonathan Ice, Member, Albuquerque Chapter, NFBNM
NFB Pledge, Kaden Calahan, Secretary, NMABS

I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its constitution.


Announcements and Convention Arrangements, Christine Hall, Convention Coordinator
9:20 AM - 9:25 AM
Greetings from the City of Albuquerque, Esteban Aguilar Jr., City Attorney
9:25 AM - 9:30 AM
Action Auction
9:30 AM - 10:15 AM
Report from the National Office, Amy Buresh, Board Member, National Federation of the Blind and President, National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska
10:15 AM - 10:25 AM 
Update on Programs from Louisiana Tech University, Edward Bell, Ph.D., Director 
10:25 - 10:30 AM 
Action Auction

10:30 AM - 10:55 AM
President's Report, Adelmo Vigil, President, NFBNM

10:55 AM - 11:10 AM
Creating a Navajo Braille Code, Carol Begay Green, Teacher of the Visually

Impaired, Farmington Municipal Schools

11:10 AM - 11:35 AM
Status Report on the New Mexico Commission for the Blind, Greg Trapp,
Executive Director, New Mexico Commission for the Blind
11:35 AM - 12:00 PM
My Blindness, Myself, Michael Ausbun, First Vice President, NABS 

This member of our Federation family will tell his story of blindness and how the Federation has helped him live the life he wants.
12:00 PM - 1:20 PM

Parent and Student Division Luncheon (Ambassador/Registry), Mistress of
Ceremonies, Kaity Ellis, President, NMABS

Luncheon Keynote Speaker, Amy Buresh, Board Member, National Federation of the Blind and President, National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska


Action Auction

1:30 PM - 2:00 PM
Accessible Voting by the Blind of New Mexico, Maggie Toulouse Oliver, New Mexico Secretary of State and Kari Fresquez, Director of Elections, State of New Mexico
2:00 PM - 2:05 PM 
Action Auction
2:05 PM - 2:50 PM
Persistence and Individual Action: Making a Real Difference

and Living the Lives we Want (Panel discussion)
Moderator: Curtis Chong, Treasurer, NFBNM
Panelists: Carol Begay Green, Teacher of the Visually Impaired, 
Farmington Municipal Schools

Kaity Ellis, President, NMABS
Dr. Dolores Ortega, Associate Professor, 
Facundo Valdez School of Social Work, Highlands University

2:50 PM - 3:00 PM

My Winning Essay, Fernando Reyes, Winner of Onkyo Braille Essay Contest and 
Fifth-Grade Student, Bluff View Elementary School, Farmington, NM

3:00 PM - 3:05 PM
Action Auction

3:05 PM - 3:30 PM

Partnering With the Organized Blind to Shape Future Library Services for the Blind, John Mugford, Regional Librarian

3:30 PM - 3:40 PM 
Pre-Authorized Contribution (PAC) Plan, Tara Chavez, Chairperson, PAC

Plan Committee

3:40 PM - 4:00 PM
Status Report on the New Mexico School for the Blind and Visually Impaired (NMSBVI), Patricia Beecher, Acting Superintendent, NMSBVI
4:00 PM - 4:15 PM
Why Should I Attend The National Federation of the Blind Convention in Orlando? 
Adelmo Vigil, President, NFBNM and Amy Buresh, Board Member, National Federation
of the Blind and President, National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska

4:15 PM - 4:20 PM

Action Auction

4:20 PM - 4:25 PM

Convention Announcements, Christine Hall, Convention Coordinator
4:25 PM - 4:30 PM
Closing Remarks
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
No Host Social Hour (Ambassador/Registry)

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
State Convention Banquet (Ambassador/Registry), Mistress of Ceremonies,
Caroline Benavidez, First Vice President, NFBNM
Invocation, James Miyagishima, Member, Mesilla Valley Chapter, NFBNM
Keynote Speaker, Amy Buresh, Board Member, National Federation of the Blind and President, National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska
Presentations and Awards
A Silent Auction will be held during the banquet. Proceeds will support our

scholarship program for parents of blind children to support a family with a blind child 

to attend the National Federation of the Blind convention.
Sunday, April 22, 2018
General Session (Regal/Wurlitzer)

9:00 AM - 9:20 AM
Report on the Washington Seminar, Adelmo Vigil, President, NFBNM; Curtis Chong, Treasurer, NFBNM; and Kaity Ellis, President, NMABS

9:20 AM - 10:05 AM
Making Our Voices Heard: Nothing About Us Without Us, Caroline Benavidez, First Vice President, NFBNM 

Join us for a lively and spirited discussion about recent national and local happenings that will have a significant and direct impact on us as blind people. What's happening, why does it matter, and what do we think about it? Come find out.

10:05 AM - 10:20 AM
Resolutions, Curtis Chong, Chairperson, Resolutions Committee, NFBNM
10:20 AM - 11:45 AM
Business Meeting

Minutes of 2017 State Convention, Tonia Trapp, Secretary, NFBNM

Treasurer's Report, Curtis Chong, Treasurer, NFBNM

Elections, Caroline Benavidez, Chairperson, Nominating Committee, NFBNM
11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Final Announcements, Closing Remarks, and Adjourn 
CHAPTERS AND DIVISIONS
CHAPTERS

Albuquerque

President, Tara Chavez
 

505-872-2044 
Nfb.AbqChapter@gmail.com
Mesilla Valley (Las Cruces)

President, Lisa Garza


575-621-6945

NFBNMMesillaValleyPresident@gamil.com
San Juan (Farmington)

President, Nathalie Martin

801-574-1268
natmartin103@gmail.com
West Mesa (Albuquerque)


President, Don Burns


505-507-1030
NFBNM.WestMesaChapter@gmail.com
White Sands (Alamogordo)

President, Peggy Hayes

575-434-2076
NFBNM.WhiteSandsChapter@gmail.com
DIVISIONS

New Mexico Association of Blind Students (NMABS)

President, Kaity Ellis


575-694-4299 
president.nmabs@gmail.com
New Mexico Parents of Blind Children (NMPOBC)
President, Alexia Harrison

505-859-1407
switzerlawn@aol.com
Senior Action Group Energy (SAGE)

President, Nancy Burns 

505-922-1939
NLBurns26@gmail.com
NFBNM BOARD MEMBERS

President

Adelmo Vigil, Alamogordo 

term expires 2018
First Vice President
Caroline Benavidez, Albuquerque
term expires 2018
Second Vice President
Daphne Mitchell, Albuquerque
term expires 2018
Secretary
Tonia Trapp, Albuquerque 

term expires 2018
Treasurer

Curtis Chong, Albuquerque 

term expires 2018
Board Member

Martin Gallegos, Santa Fe 

term expires 2018
Board Member

Tara Chavez, Albuquerque 
    
term expires 2018
Board Member

ShaRon Dandy, Albuquerque 
term expires 2018
Board Member
Nathalie Martin, Farmington

term expires 2019
Board Member
Urja Lansing, Albuquerque 

term expires 2019
Board Member
Alexia Harrison, Los Lunas 

term expires 2019
National FEDERATION OF THE Blind Convention

Tuesday, July 3-Sunday, July 8, 2018

Rosen Shingle Creek Resort
9939 Universal Boulevard
Orlando, Florida 32819-9357

WHO ATTENDS THE CONVENTION?

Attendees may be long-time convention goers, the newly blinded, parents and teachers of blind children, blindness professionals who are interested in becoming more knowledgeable about blindness, adaptive-technology providers, and family members of people who are blind. 

A LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCE
For many, attendance at that very first convention has become a life-changing experience. Many hear for the very first time that it is respectable to be blind, that carrying a cane is useful and is nothing to be ashamed of, that Braille is a valuable tool after all, and that much progress is being made in adaptive technology. Attendees also learn that they are not alone, that there are others who are facing the same problems they are, and that an active and normal life is possible and within their reach. Some learn for the first time that there are orientation and adjustment centers where blind people can be sent by their rehabilitation counselors to learn the skills of blindness and the positive attitudes which lead to personal empowerment.

Schedule

Tuesday, July 3:  Seminar Day                             
Wednesday, July 4:  Registration Day, Meetings of Divisions and Committees
Thursday, July 5:  Board Meeting, Meetings of Divisions and Committees
Friday, July 6:  Opening Session
Saturday, July 7:  Business Session
Sunday, July 8:  Banquet Day and Adjournment

EXHIBITS

There is a major exhibit area at each national convention. This gives convention goers the opportunity to look over all of the latest adaptive technology, to talk with officials from such agencies as the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped or the American Printing House for the Blind, and to buy items from exhibitors. Exhibits are open during various times throughout much of the convention, but they are closed for the general convention sessions because all conventioneers are encouraged to attend these meetings.

Hotel Information and Room Rates

The 2018 room rates are singles and doubles, $88; and triples and quads, $93. For 2018 convention room reservations you can call the hotel at (866) 996-6338. 

More Information

For more specific details about this year's convention, consult the convention agenda, the Braille Monitor, and the NFB's convention webpage at www.nfb.org/convention, or may be obtained as it becomes available by contacting the National Federation of the Blind at 200 East Wells Street at Jernigan Place, Baltimore, Maryland 21230, phone (410) 659-9314.

National Federation of the Blind
of New Mexico
Criteria to Receive an Attendance Stipend
for Attending the
National Federation of the Blind Convention

Each member of the National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico (NFBNM) who attends the National Federation of the Blind (NFB) convention will be eligible for a stipend after the national convention provided that all of the following requirements are met.

1.
The individual must be an active member in good standing of a local chapter or division of NFBNM; the determination of good standing will be made by the president of the local chapter or division. If the member is an at large member and does not belong to a local chapter or division, the determination of good standing will be made by the NFBNM president. In either case, the individual must be current in the payment of his/her dues.

2.
The member must have attended the state convention in the year during which the national convention occurs.

3.
The member must not have been awarded a scholarship from the NFBNM or the NFB in the year in which the national convention has occurred. If the member is awarded a Jernigan Scholarship, the NFBNM president may decide to waive this requirement.

4.
The member has not received financial assistance from another organization or agency to attend the national convention; this requirement may be waived at the discretion of the NFBNM president.

5.
The member must send an email to the NFBNM president indicating that he or she plans to attend the national convention and that the stipend will be requested. This communication should be received on or before May 31st.

6.
The member must have registered or pre-registered to attend the national convention.

7.
During the national convention, the member must:
a. work at least one shift at the NFBNM exhibit table, assuming that the affiliate is operating such a table at the convention;

b. attend the affiliate caucus held at the national convention;

c. attend all three days of general sessions and, for every session, notify the NFBNM delegate or alternate delegate of his/her presence; and

d. attend the banquet at national convention.

8.
The member must send an email to the NFBNM president requesting the stipend within 30 days upon their return.

Our Hope
We hope that by attending our convention your expectations of yourself are raised, 

so that blindness is no longer the characteristic that defines you or your future, and that low expectations no longer stand between you and your dreams. We want you 

to become empowered to live the life you want.
OUR THANKS

Thank you to everyone who appeared on the agenda, and to all who 
chaired and/or served on committees. We wish to thank Amy Buresh, President, National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska, for serving as our national representative. The national perspective you brought to us is so 
important to our achievement of equality, security, and opportunity.
Thank you to the management and staff of the hotel for all their 
assistance in planning this weekend and making our stay enjoyable.
We wish you safe travels home, and we hope to see you all next year.
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