January 27, 2026, Meeting Minutes 
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm 
The NFB pledge was led by Lacy Reynolds-Harmon 
I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind; to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its Constitution. 
The National Federation of the Blind Belief Message was led by Jamie Sibson 
The National Federation of the Blind advances the lives of its members and all blind people in the United States. We know that blindness is not the characteristic that defines you or your future. Every day we raise the expectations of blind people because low expectations create obstacles between blind people and our dreams. Our collective power, determination, and diversity achieve the aspirations of all blind people. 
Roll Call and Introduction of Guests, Jamie Sibson 
Jamie Sibson 
Janet Montoya 
Aaron Fallon 
Rafael Aguirre 
Adelmo Vigil 
Angel Pierce 
Caroline Coon 
Daphne Mitchell
Diana Marquez 
German Benitez 
Janice Maestas 
Katharine Chavez 
Larry Lorenzo 
Mario Hooee 
Martin Gallegos 
Oleatha Griego 
Veronica Smith 
William Harmon 
Jedi Moerke 
Laci Reynolds-Harmon 
Members who have not paid membership dues: Steve Jorgenson 
Steven Batha 
Thristan Tucker 
Guests: 
Arlinda Lemar 
Silvia Dooley 
Mary Jane Drevy 
Brian Quintana 
Koby Livingstone 
Sue Garnanez 
Kent
Approval of the agenda 
Adelmo made a motion to approve the agenda with the addition of the legislative report. Jamie seconded the motion. 
The motion was passed by voice vote. 
Approval of November 26, 2025, meeting minutes. 
Veronica made a motion to approve the November 2025 meeting minutes. It was seconded by Janice. One correction is to correct Sylvia’s last name spelling. Sylvia Dooley. 
The motion was passed by voice vote. 
Treasurer’s Report, Jamie Sibson, Sec/Tres 
December 23, 2025, Treasurer Report 
NFB At Large Chapter 
From November 25, 2025, through December 23, 2025 
Wells Fargo Savings Account 
Beginning Balance: $4622.69 
Income: 
November 28: $0.03, interest credit 
Total Income: $0.03 
Expenses: 
December 19: $15.00, Pac plan
December 22: $15.00 Pac plan 
Total Expenses: $30.00 
Ending Balance as of December 23, 2025: $4592.72 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jamie Sibson, Secretary-Treasurer 
January 27, 2026, Treasurer Report 
NFB At Large Chapter 
From December 24, 2025, through January 27, 2026 
Wells Fargo Savings Account 
Beginning Balance: $4592.72 
Income: 
December 31: $0.04, interest credit 
January 12: $17.15, pay pal transfer to savings account for 2026 membership dues. 
January 17: $150.00, membership dues 
Expenses: 
January 5: $928.72, Washington Seminar Expenses 
Air fare for Orlando M and Darlene O in the amount of $464.36 each, round trip 
January 6: $183.20, ten percent of total fund raisers paid to state affiliate. Total fund raised in 2025, $1832.00 
January 23: $15.00, PAC plan
Total Expenses: $1126.92 
Ending Balance as of January 27, 2025: $3632.99 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jamie Sibson, Secretary-Treasurer 
Dianna made a motion to approve the treasurers’ report. William seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote. 
Presidential Report 
nfb.org/sites/nfb.org/files/2026-01/presidential_release_january_2026_chapter_version. mp3 
Guest Speaker, Martin Gallegos/ The NFB Is Our Tree of Life 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eAfyFTzZDMM 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EGLSk3AVcUU 
Throughout his talk on our work on behalf of the NFB and our contributions to the organization, Martin shared a few words which he defined into phrases. They are the following: 
The fruit the NFV Tree of Life will bear is: 
Federationists of Integrity and Guidance 
If you take the first letter of each word, what does it spell?. 
Fig 
The rest of figs the Tree of Life will bear are: 
Ambition
Determination 
Voice 
Openness 
Collaboration 
Awareness 
Community 
Yearning 
If you take the first letter of each word, what does it spell?. 
Advocacy 
A blind person is to be seen as a 
Brilliant, Literate, Innovative, Nimble and Determined 
If you take the first letter of each word, what does it spell? 
Blind 
Committee Reports 
a. Membership, German Benitez, chair 
The following members have paid their dues and have been voted in as chapter members: 
Arlinda Lemar: 
Jamie made the motion to accept Arlinda as a chapter member. Olie seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote. 
Silvia Dooley 
William made the motion to accept Sylvia as a member. Janice seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.
Janet shared what an active member is from our NFB Constitution. Janet will send this out to all members. 
b. Fundraiser, Martin Gallegos, chair 
On January 31, 2026, there will be a cornhole tournament in Los Alamos at the Elks Lodge. The October 2025 fund raiser had to be canceled. Due to this a community member contacted Janet to get this started. A flier has been sent out to all. There will be a concession stand and a table for literature. It is open for 20 teams, and we currently have 16 teams. This event will run from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm. Janet will confirm that those individuals who are assisting can show up early. 
On March 28, 2026, there will be a Bingo fund raiser at the Sherrif’s Possy in Bernalillo. This event will also have concessions for sale. A flier will go out soon once some final logistics are set. The time is from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm. This event will include braille bingo cards. We are asking for donations for prizes. Contact William, Lacy, or Martin about prizes. 
Angel has been able to get a restaurant in Las Cruces where she will set up a table to sell items for a fund raiser. The place is called Lucky Dogs. Angel is hoping to have this fund raiser on Friday January 30, 2026. 
Thristan is interested in planning a cornhole or horseshoe tournament in Capitan. This event will be discussed further at the March 2026 fund raiser meeting. 
When doing fund raisers, do not do them alone for safety purposes. Be sure to pay attention to your surroundings. Please remember to ensure you are keeping track of all funds. 
Thank you to all who have and are helping with fund raising. Thank you for your time, talent, and treasure.
Legislative Report: Larry Lorenzo 
January 12, 2026, started the legislative session in New Mexico. This is a short session. Though we do not always get what we want, we need to be present. Nothing about us without us. One important way to be involved is to be involved with the local level, the state level, and the federal level. The federal government is cutting some education. The state is replacing this as well as Medicaid. Nmlegis.gove is a web site to visit for all the information. On February 11, 2026, in Santa Fe will be Disability Rights Day. We seem to have lost a bit of our fire. This could be dangerous. We must keep being involved. The Commission for the Blind was established due to blind persons advocating for it. Issues such as the one currently being discussed in the legislative session, keeping doctors in New Mexico, impact us as blind people. Stay involved. 
Another issue being looked at is that they want to standardize the IEP. 
Larry is proposing that once a quarter we have a zoom meeting to review legislation and issues we want to advocate for. 
William shared that the Army bases across the country have cut out the BEP program. 
New Business 
a. Calendar 
Lacy has taken on creating a calendar for all chapters for events. Once the process is complete the calendar will be shared with members. Contact Lacy at the email address below with questions or contributions or to get the chapter calendar sent to you. 
Lacy: 
Email: Lacel20@gmail.com
b. Washington Seminar 
We do have a delegate from New Mexico there. The three policies are protect education and independent living programs. This includes IDEA, the Rehabilitation Act, the Randolph Sheppard Act, and the Individuals Who are Older Blind and the American Printing House. The Access Technology Affordable Act is being pushed for $2000 for blind people to be able to purchase accessible technology. The final one is the Blind Americans Return to Work Act. 
c. Courtesy Rules of Blindness (attached) 
January Birthdays 
Happy birthday Janet! 
Happy birthday Caroline! 
Happy birthday Sue! 
Open Discussion 
Next meeting February 24, 2026 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:59 pm 
Helpful Links:
Washington Seminar 
Washington Seminar | National Federation of the Blind 
Please share any ideas for the Courtesy Rules of Blindness to: communications@nfb.org.
