At Large Chapter meeting minutes for February 24,2026
1. Call to Order, Janet Montoya, President
 Meeting called to order at 7:01
2. Guest Speaker Patrick Long, Co-founder/CEO Innosearch AI  cancelled
3. NFB Pledge: presented by Laci Harmon
I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind; to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its Constitution. 
4. National Federation of the Blind Belief Message: presented by Janet Montoya
The National Federation of the Blind advances the lives of its members and all blind people in the United States. We know that blindness is not the characteristic that defines you or your future. Every day we raise the expectations of blind people, because low expectations create obstacles between blind people and our dreams. Our collective power, determination, and diversity achieve the aspirations of all blind people.
5. Roll Call and Introduction of Guests: By Janet Montoya
Martin G
Angel P
Arlinda L
Diana M
German B

Larry Lorenzo
Mike K
Oleatha D
Orlando M
Steve J
Sue G
Sylvia D
Thristan T
Urja -guest
Veronica S
Caroline C
Darlene Ortiz
John Blake
Pablo- guest
Kat Chavez 
Will Harmon
Laci Harmon
Mary Nix
Coby Livingston- guest
6. Approval of the agenda. Tabled due to misunderstanding by president, Janet Montoya, on what constitutes a quorum for a chapter meeting. Only two board members were present, but there was 30% of members present. Voting should have occurred. 
7. Approval of the January 2026 meeting minutes. Tabled. See reason above. 
8. Treasurer’s Report, Janet Montoya report given but not voted on. See reason above.
February 24, 2026, Treasurer Report
NFB At Large Chapter
From January 27, 2026 through February 24, 2026
Wells Fargo Savings Account
Beginning Balance: $3632.99
Income:
January 30, 2026: $0.04, interest credit
February 10, 2026: $1,325.13, cornhole fund raiser, Los Alamos
Total Income: $1325.17
Expenses:
Total Expenses: 
2/16/ membership 25.00
PAC Feb 23 15.00  
Total expenses 40.00
Ending Balance as of February 24, 2026: $4918.16
Note: This report will also be submitted separately to Tonia and Tara.

9. Presidential Release: nfb.org/sites/nfb.org/files/2026-01/presidential _release_february_2026_chapter_version.mp3  played by Janet Montoya

10. Washington Seminar report from Darlene Ortiz and Orlando Marez
Although travel was difficult due to weather conditions both had a positive experience and gave praises to Tara and Frank for their support. Pablo also shared his experience and came back very motivated to help with the advocacy work being done by NFB.
All members were grateful for the chance to attend the Washington Seminar and highly encourage others to attend.
To learn more about the advocacy work visit
Washington Seminar | National Federation of the Blind

11.  Committee Reports:
a.  Membership, German Benitez, chair no report
b.  Fundraiser, Martin Gallegos, chair the following fundraisers are being planned:
1. Angel, table set up in Las Cruces
2. March 28th BINGO in Bernalillo, Laci and Will
3. April 19th family event at Capitan, Thristan, will reschedule due to conflict with Leadership Seminar
4. August, Socorro, Kat Chavez
5.  TBD, Alamogordo, Rafael Aguirre
c.  Legislature, Larry Lorenzo gave a summary of the post legislative report and the impact on special education needs.
The Randall Sheppard Act was also discussed and the lawsuits challenging the decisions to eliminate the program.
    12. New Business
a. 2026 working budget presented by Janet Montoya
2026 At Large Chapter Working Budget				
	The following are events that the At Large Chapter has given funds to in the past. The		board has done some pre-planning to include a dollar amount we are willing to give up	
too for each event. As these events approach, they will be discussed and voted on in	
the chapter meetings. Other items to consider providing funds toward may arise		
throughout the year. Those too will be discussed and approved in a chapter meeting.				
				
Budget Numbers:		balance as of Jan1 		4592.76
Bell: $500				
Scholarship: 250, to be divided between two individuals				
STEM 2 You: $150, new event				
Washington Seminar: 930, completed for 2026.				
Affiliate payment for fund raisers: $350, projected.				
Braille Supplies: $50				
PAC: 180				
Membership dues to affiliate: $25 completed for 2026			
State convention General: $250 (can be used for door prizes or other needs)			State Convention Door Prizes: eliminated, $100.				
State Convention Registration: eliminated, 110.				
Banquet Raffle: eliminated, 110.				
National Convention First Timer, air fare: $250				
Leadership seminar: $325, for transportation if requested/needed				
Total: $3260				
Current Balance:				
Ending Balance: $1332.76				
				
Note: The balance shown does not account for any fund raisers.							
13. February Birthdays Laci, Oli, Steve J, Thristan’s sister, Gracie Harmon
14. Open Discussion (Next meeting March 24)
     a. March 5th is the next fundraising meeting
     b. Upcoming BELL and STEM2U programs were briefly discussed
15. Adjourn at 8:56

Helpful Links:
Innosearch AI and National Federation of the Blind Announce Strategic Partnership to Advance Digital Accessibility for Blind and Low-Vision Communities | National Federation of the Blind


 Report submitted by Janet Montoya, At Large Chapter President
