AGENDA for September 22,2026 At Large Chapter meeting
1. 7 pm Call to Order, Janet Montoya, president
2. NFB pledge: Volunteer
     I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind; to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its Constitution.
 
3. National Federation of the Blind Belief Message: Volunteer
    The National Federation of the Blind advances the lives of its members and all blind people in the United States. We know that blindness is not the characteristic that defines you or your future. Every day we raise the expectations of blind people, because low expectations create obstacles between blind people and our dreams. Our collective power, determination, and diversity achieve the aspirations of all blind people.
 
4. Roll call and introduction of guests, 
5. Approval of today’s agenda.
6. Approval of the August 25,2026 meeting minutes.
7. Treasurer’s Report, 
8. Speaker: Mario Hooee-Topic: State Convention
9. Presidential Release:
https://nfb.org/sites/nfb.org/files/2026-08/presidential_release_september_2026_chapter_version_final.mp39.
10. Constitution amendment, Rafael Aguirre, vice president
11.  Committee Reports
a)     Membership, German Benitez, chair
b)     Fundraising, Laci Reynolds-Harmon, chair: Thristan Tucker, Co-chair
c)     Legislative, Orlando Marez, Chair
 
12. Old Business
a)     Coast to Coast update, Orlando Marez

13. New Business
·       State Convention
·       Stipend offered by the affiliate
·       Table\exhibit hall
 
 
14. September Birthdays:
 
15. Open Discussion (Next meeting October 23rd in-person)
16. Adjourn
  
Helpful Links:
1.     Coast-to-Coast Movement Challenge | National Federation of the Blind
Banquet Tickets for Newsline Volunteers 2026 | National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico
_________
At Large Chapter September 22, 2026 Meeting

Meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm by Janet Montoya, ALC President
Janet Montoya, ALC President announced that Frank Maestas had resigned his position as Vice-President of the At Large Chapter: also, Frank and Janice withdrew from NFB.  Janet consulted with the State Affiliate and it was agreed Janet should appoint a replacement for the remaining two months of Frank’s term. Rafael Aguirre was appointed as Vice-President to fill this position.
Orlando Meraz was appointed to fill the position on the Board that became vacant when Rafael moved from his former position on the board to the Vice-President position.

NFB Pledge was recited by Diana Marquez
NFB Belief Message was read by Duran DuBoise

Roll Call by Adelmo Vigil. Members Present:
Larissa Chee		Jolene Davis		Sylvia Dooley
Duran DuBoise		Lee DuBoise		Mario Hooee		
Oleatha Griego 		William Harman  		Laci Reynolds-Harman		
Arlinda LeMar		Diana Marquez		Orlando Meraz	
Daphne Mitchell		Janet Montoya		Darlene Ortiz
Angel Pierce 		Tonia Trapp		Adelmo Vigil	
Solidad Vigil		Pablo Zavala-Jimenez

Guests Present:
Tonia Trapp				John Blake
Urja Lansing				Naomi Yazzie

Meeting Agenda was read and needed changes made.  Motion to approve the agenda with the changes read was made by Adelmo Vigil, and second by Angel Pierce
Reading and Approval of August meeting minutes was tabled.
Treasurer’s Report was read by Janet Montoya
At Large Chapter current bank balance: $5925.24
A Motion to approve the treasurer’s report as read was made by Adelmo Vigil and seconded by Lee DuBoise

Mario Hooee discussed the Action Auction and the Silent Auction to take place on Saturday October 24 at the State Convention.  If you have questions, or items to donate, contact Mario at 505-870-0339.  

Martin Gallegos is in charge of Door Prizes for the NFBNM State Convention.  Contact him with questions or door prizes to donate.  Martin can be reached at 505-920-7600 or beyondthecane@msn.com 

The Presidential Release for September was watched.  President Riccobono emphasized we are one coordinated organization.  Affiliate chapters are a part of the Nation Federation of the Blind.  Local chapters are formed to serve the people in the area.  Each affiliate is different based on the members’ needs, however, all chapters serve the needs of and promote the goals of the National Federation of the Blind.  Local chapters can influence both state and national policy by promoting the needs of our members.

Janet Montoya reviewed the changes proposed to the At Large Chapter’s  Constitution. 
Article IV Changes.
Chapter Officers will be: President, Vice-President, Second Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.  Officers’ term will take place at the end of the meeting in which officers were elected.  Term is for 1 year.  President and Vice-President must be blind.
Article V Changes:
Board Members: There will be two (2) Board Members to help conduct business.  There must be a quorum of officers to transact business.
After reading the proposed changes to the ALC Constitution and a short discussion a motion was made to accept the amendments to the ALC Constitution.  Motion was made by Adelmo Vigil and seconded by Diana Marquez.  Motion passed.  At Large Chapter Constitution will be sent to the State Affiliate for its Confirmation of these changes.
Tonia Trapp was voted in as a new member.  Motion was made by Adelmo Vigil and seconded by Lee DuBoise.  Motion passed.

Committee Reports:
Report on fundraising was presented by Laci Reynolds-Harman.  Laci is requesting $550 reimbursement for the food at the Alamo fundraiser.  Will Harman will purchase the food to be sold at the Alamo Fundraiser so the reimbursement amount will be made out to him.
A Motion to spend $550 for the purchase of food for the Alamo Fundraiser was made by Lee DuBoise and seconded by Adelmo Vigil. Motion passed.

Orlando Meraz stated there are no real legislative updates at this time.
Coast to Coast update by Orlando. Orlando stated members in Alamogordo have handed out flyers at Lowe’s and the Farmers’ Market to advertise the Coast to Coast walk fundraiser.  Orlando encouraged all to participate by walking and/or distributing flyers.

Discussion was conducted about whether the Chapter would contribute a Door Prize donation for the State Convention.  A Motion was made by Lee DuBoise and seconded by Orlando Meraz to donate $200 for door prizes.  $100 of the money is to be used for a single large door prize; the remaining $100 to be used at the door prize committee’s discretion.  Motion passed. 
Open Discussion:
Happy Birthday was sung for September Birthdays.
Our next meeting will be in person at the State Convention. Meeting will be at 1:30 to 3:00 pm on Friday October 23, 2026.
When it was realized that the regularly scheduled November meeting would be two days before Thanksgiving it was decided to change the date. November meeting will be changed to either Nov. 16 or Nov. 20 to prevent conflicts with Thanksgiving.  Janet will survey the membership in order to which date is most convenient for the greatest number of members.
As the main order of business for the November meeting will be election of officers and board members, a quorum is required.  Janet Montoyz will survey the membership and set the November ALC meeting date.  Date will be announced at the October in-person meeting.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:52 pm

Respectfully submitted by Lee DuBoise
