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NEWS
[bookmark: _Hlk164854662]June is Cataract Awareness Month
In case you didn’t know, one of the leading causes of blindness in the US is cataracts. As we age, it is important to take a pause and learn more this vison-worsening condition that can happen around 40 years old. Although, Cataracts cannot be prevented from forming, research shows that you can influence how and when a cataract forms with lifestyle and health choices.  We would like to remind everyone that early detection cataract treatment is paramount to preserving vision. The American Academy of Ophthalmology  provides an overview of behavioral practices that can delay or lower the risk of developing cataracts. Staying informed in staying healthy. 

June is Firework Safety Month
July 4th is coming up and it is important that is everyone is aware that fireworks are incendiary devices that can cause horrible injuries and not actually toys. Have a fun Fourth of July and stay safe everyone. 

June is also:

June 6-National Eye Wear Day: Fun fact- the first eyeglasses were two magnifying glasses that were set into bone with a hinge on the nose. We celebrate this day to remind everyone to always take care of their vision. Three main things to remember is to yearly get an eye exam, always keep your prescriptions up to date, and wear sunglasses to protect your vision from UV rays. 
June 16-Father’s Day: The day to honor the importance of your Father and the influence of Father’s in society.

June 19-Juneteenth: June 19th is known as “Juneteenth,” to celebrate the ending of slavery. On this day in 1865, more than 250,000 enslaved black people in Texas were freed by executive decree. This day marks America’s second Independence Day and shows the importance of resilience and never giving up. We wish everyone a happy Juneteenth!
June 20-Nystagmus Awareness Day: This day is a time to raise awareness about nystagmus, which is an eye condition that causes uncontrollable and repetitive eye movements. The eye condition affects millions of people worldwide and has no known cure. Although, prevention can be applied in the early stages with early diagnosis. Please take this day to raise awareness about this condition.



[bookmark: _Hlk167374855]US Access Board Holds Signing of Artificial Intelligence Memorandum of Understanding with the Disability and Technology Partners
May 15, 2024

Artificial Intelligence (AI) can increase accessibility, but it can also create barriers for people with disabilities. To address equity and accessibility, the Access Board was tasked with several actions in the Executive Order on the Safe, Secure, and Trustworthy Development and Use of Artificial Intelligence The U.S. Access Board signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) today, Wednesday, May 15, 2024, with the American Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD) and the Center for Democracy & Technology (CDT) to ensure that the disability community is engaged and supported through education and resources related to AI. The signing took place at the Board’s office in Washington, D.C.

Learn more here: https://www.access-board.gov/news/2024/05/15/u-s-access-board-holds-signing-of-artificial-intelligence-memorandum-of-understanding-with-disability-and-technology-partners/



[bookmark: _Hlk167375193]What It’s Like to Travel as a Blind Person
By: Sassy Wyatt
May 16, 2024


The Joy of sensory exploring

My two favourite ways to explore a new destination is to take a walking and food tour. It allows me to learn about the history, architecture, and culture whilst also directly delving me into the smells, sounds and tastes of that place. I learn so much from the incredible locals that create these tours and as a blind person it allows me to build a mental map of my surroundings, giving me confidence to explore the area again in my own time, especially if I am travelling solo.

Museums are a great attraction to visit as they generally have audio guides, giving you detailed information about your surroundings and sometimes even retelling of personal stories. I have not long returned from Tallinn, Estonia and was truly impressed by the braille and tactile audio guides, not just giving me information but teaching me how to use it. As I followed the tactile line throughout, the Bluetooth beacon would locate me and automatically start playing the next audio track. Tallinn also has specific context about the accessibility of their museums and where there may be barriers to access.

Although public transport is not created equal in its accessibility across the globe, I strongly encourage other disabled or visually impaired travellers to use local buses and trains where possible. I feel you learn a lot more about a city or country, and you usually get to meet fascinating people along the way.

When planning my trips I personally read blogs to get a flavour of what to expect when visiting, it’s also a great way to find out intelligence specific to accessibility alongside personal recommendations, and it’s why I use my own blog Blind Girl Adventures to help others find information. Social media is another great tool to gain insight and people’s perspectives. I would just urge any personal or business account that uses social media to implement alt text, closed captions, and visual descriptions to help blind or disabled people access your content too.

A long way to go

I’m so glad that accessible travel is vastly becoming acknowledged and is inviting towards disabled travellers, but there is still a long way to go. Researching a destination, or even looking for transport or accommodation is always my first barrier to access, as over 98% of websites are still not accessible to blind people, especially those of us who use screen readers. Accessibility means something different for every disabled person, and even though we have a spending power of over $13 trillion annually, many businesses are still missing the mark on including basic but key information to allow us to make informed decisions.

Can you imagine, navigating your way around an airport or train station with its cacophony of sounds, smells and never-ending terminals? Escalator zigzagging across the platforms, negotiating cases and buggies all the while listening intently in case the next announcement over the tannoy is for you? Thankfully, most of the coordination is down to Ida, and passenger assistance is a lifeline for me as a blind traveller. It gives me the freedom to travel where and when I want, and have a smooth, stress-free journey.

Full article: https://www.wanderlustmagazine.com/inspiration/sassy-wyatt-travelling-as-a-blind-person/

New Law Requires Airlines to Better Assist Travelers with Disabilities
Posted by: Michell Diament
May 24, 2024

People with disabilities are poised to see big improvements when traveling by air thanks to a host of changes tucked inside a massive reauthorization of federal aviation programs.
The measure signed by President Joe Biden this month includes new requirements for airline workers assisting wheelchair users, accessibility upgrades at airports and enforcement of rules protecting the rights of flyers with disabilities.
The law mandates that airline workers be trained before assisting passengers boarding with an aisle chair or before storing wheelchairs and other mobility devices. It also requires airline websites, apps, and kiosks to be accessible and specifies that the Federal Aviation Administration must reconsider airplane evacuation procedures to ensure that all passengers can deplane quickly in an emergency.
The legislation gives people with disabilities the option to request seating accommodations on aircraft so that they can be with a companion, have more leg room or be near a restroom, for example. Further, lawmakers took steps to ensure that people know they can reserve onboard wheelchairs.
All medium and large airports will be required to install or maintain at least one universal changing station — designed to allow caregivers to assist people of all sizes who cannot use the restroom — in every terminal and to post signage about the location of these changing stations. The law also establishes a new pilot program providing grants to airports to upgrade accessibility.
Meanwhile, the legislation mandates that the secretary of transportation submit a “strategic roadmap” to Congress within a year on the feasibility of restraining wheelchairs on commercial airliners. If the idea is deemed doable, the secretary would have two years to produce a report studying the economic and financial implications of seating arrangements that could accommodate wheelchairs in flight.
The measure “represents the most significant effort by Congress in over a decade to make flying safer, easier and more accessible for passengers with disabilities,” said U.S. Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D-Ill., who uses a wheelchair and who championed many of the disability provisions.
Steve Cullen, board chair of All Wheels Up, a nonprofit that has funded research looking at including wheelchairs on aircraft, said it’s significant that Congress specified that training for workers assisting with aisle chairs must instruct employees on “how to effectively communicate with, and take instruction from, the passenger.”
“When traveling by air, passengers who use wheelchairs assume personal risks above that of the average flyer due largely to the need to physically transfer,” Cullen said. “To protect passengers’ personal health, safety and dignity, airport and airline personnel who assist wheelchair users need to be trained on standards of care and best practices, which includes listening to the passenger with a disability on what works for their wellbeing.”
Article: https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2024/05/24/new-law-requires-airlines-to-better-assist-travelers-with-disabilities/30897/
Articles about Accessibility Features in Technology:

Samsung features that enhance hearing, dexterity, visibility, and interaction among its products: https://news.samsung.com/us/8-things-to-know-samsung-accessibility-features/

Apple features that include eye tracking, vocal shortcuts, and live captioning for Facetime: https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2024/05/17/apple-to-roll-out-new-accessibility-features/30885/


Books, Shows, Movies & Podcasts of Interest:

An Author Among Us

“Of making many books there is no end.” These words from Ecclesiastes' are just as true today as in Biblical days. And an exceptional new book from one of our own, Debra Trevino was just published April 19th, 2024. "Let's Go Loafin'": is the candid story of Deb's life as a woman born totally blind. A tale of faith, family, friends, and fulfillment, this memoir recounts Deb's journey from a childhood at the old home place in Harlan, Kentucky, to her ordination as a Presbyterian minister in Newark, Delaware.
You'll see faith and joy; betrayal and prejudice; the unique challenges of living in a military family with no chance to put down roots. As you read the story, watch how the tragedies, and challenges she faces combine to refine her into a woman of courage, determination, and an unshakable faith in God.
TrevCoProductions LLC., a company Deb helped found, will be offering this book in your choice of hardcopy print, PDF, embossed braille, or BRF files. In addition, it will soon be available in an MP3 audio file narrated by the author. The price is $20.00 plus $5.00 shipping. To purchase your copy, email Deb at hooksandneedles@live.com.

Cooking Without Looking

‘Cooking Without Looking’ is a TV show and Podcast about the daily lives of blind people. They discuss their experiences and what it is like to live with blindness. 
Watch on their YouTube Channel
Listen to the show anywhere you get Podcasts
Check out their Website for more videos and recipes

Blind Girl Chat Podcast

Two best friends host a podcast where they chat about all things being blind and a girl. The two girls talk all about their “blind adventures,” which is a term they coined to talk about the silly situations they would find themselves in as blind people. 

You can listen to the podcast every Wednesday anywhere you get podcasts, including Apple, Spotify, and Podbean.

EVENTS

ILS Meet & Greets

The ILS team will be hosting monthly Meet & Greets for DVI clients. Each month will be for a different county and will begin in June. 

Dates, Times, and locations for upcoming events:

Sussex County
Wednesday, June 12, 2024, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Georgetown Public Library
123 West Pine Street 
Georgetown, DE 19947

New Castle County 
Wednesday, July 10, 2024, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Route 9 Library
3022 New Castle Ave
New Castle, De 19720

Kent County
Wednesday, August 14, 2024, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Milford State Service Center
18 N Walnut Street, 1st floor
Milford, De 19963

Light refreshments will be provided. 
Contact Laura Gallant- Laura.Gallant@delaware.gov or at 302-255-9948 to RSVP.

DVI Beach House Event 

Very recently DVI traveled to Lewes for the annual Beach House Event. The event was from May 17th to May 19th and 13 students attended. The students had fun spending time near the ocean, going on beach walks, and learning all about The Seeing Eye, a guide dog school. The kids also got to have craft time as they decorated their own toiletry bags with patches and glitter. It is apparent that they loved the time they got to be together and develop true friendships. Everyone was constantly chatting and playing games with one another. The Seeing Eye instructor, Brian, even took a few kids on Juno walks. These walks are mandatory when you apply for a dog, in which the instructor plays the part of the Seeing Eye dog and guide the person with a harness. Teachers and students alike were in high spirits and the event was a complete success. Thank you to all who attended and to the TVIs that made the event possible. See below for a few photos from the event. 
P.S. more are on our Facebook and Instagram.


[image: A photo of the teachers and the students in the main room. One student has raised their hand to ask a question.]
[image: The students are decorating toiletry bags in the craft room. They are using glitter and patches. ][image: Brian, The Seeing Eye instruction, is taking one of the students on a Juno walk. ]

















[image: One student holding up their decorated toiletry bag with their name "Max" spelled out. ][image: The Seeing Eye instructor, Brian, and TVI, Amanda, at the front of the main room leading class with students sitting in chairs. ][image: Yomi, a TVI, is helping a student iron on patches for their toiletry bag. ]



















[image: A picture containing indoor, person, table, group

Description automatically generated]
[image: A student posing with her decorated toiletry bag. ][image: Brian answering questions for a student. ]
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