July 7, 2025| Vol. 57
DELAWARE DIVISION FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED NEWSLETTER
[image: A graphic of the sun.] Providing educational, vocational, and technical support to empower and foster independence for Delawareans with visual impairments.




[bookmark: _Hlk164854662]*Correction to Last Newsletter: In the last DVI Newsletter, it was written that Norman Jester was a manager at the Delaware Department of Transportation. He is actually a Digital Accessibility Coordinator at DelDOT. 

July is UV Safety Month: Research indicates that prolonged exposure to intense sunlight can elevate the likelihood of developing cataracts and other eye growths, including cancer.
Ultraviolet rays bouncing off surfaces like sand and water can lead to sunburn of the eyes, which may cause temporary blindness within a few hours.

In recognition of UV Safety Month this July, the American Academy of Ophthalmology emphasizes the necessity of protecting the eyes from the sun's damaging rays by wearing sunglasses that block 100% of UV rays and broad-brimmed hats.
The Sun, UV Light and Your Eyes: https://www.aao.org/eye-health/tips-prevention/sun

July is National Dry Eye Awareness Month: This campaign aims to inform the public about dry eye syndrome. By emphasizing ongoing dryness, irritation, and blurred vision, we can enhance awareness and promote early diagnosis. The initiative centers on treatments that include artificial tears, prescription eyedrops, managing screen time, and utilizing humidifiers.
Dry eye risk factors, symptoms, and treatment options: https://preventblindness.org/2023-dry-eye-awareness-month/

Disability Pride Month:  This month marks the anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) on July 26, 1990. It is a time to honor the accomplishments, contributions, and experiences of individuals with disabilities, while also promoting awareness of disability rights and related issues.

This New Platform Is Changing Travel by Verifying Luxury Hotels for Accessibility and Inclusivity
By: Kate Nadworny
Date: June 19, 2025

Luxury travel just got a bit more inclusive, thanks to a new platform designed for discerning travelers with disabilities.

Accessible travel company Inclu has just launched a new hotel discovery platform for travelers with disabilities called Inclusive Luxury Hotels. The platform features hotels that have been vetted (or are in the process of being vetted) and awarded "Verified by IncluCare" status for both accessibility and luxury. All the properties featured have demonstrated their commitment to the concept of “conscious inclusivity” for travelers with disabilities, including mobility, sensory, and neurodivergent exceptionalities.
The platform at launch features 18 hotels and resorts in 10 different countries, with a goal to expand to more than 50 properties by the end of 2025.

Verified by IncluCare accreditation was established in 2022 and is awarded to providers who have completed a four-step process of evaluation, education, and transformation led by Inclu’s experts. The program for hotels aiming for accreditation includes a comprehensive Inclusive Hospitality Appraisal of facilities, amenities, and services, an online webinar to train staff, suggested recommendations in an “action and adjustment plan” to improve accessibility and guest inclusivity, and promotion of the property.
Amilla Maldives is the first Verified by IncluCare five-star property, a ranking that is granted only to hotels and resorts who have demonstrated guest inclusivity excellence for a minimum of 24 months. Some properties are also awarded the ranking on a discretionary basis if they can demonstrate an innovative or exemplary provision for inclusivity.

Six other properties on the platform have been granted Verified by IncluCare status, including: The Atlantic Hotel in Jersey, England; Euphoria Retreat in Mystras, Greece; Hotel Éclat Beijing in China; La Miniera Pool Villas Pattaya in Thailand; Leopard Walk Lodge in Hluhluwe, South Africa; and Ximuwu Lodge in South Africa's Klaserie Private Nature Reserve.
Verification requires hotels to make their inventory of accessible rooms clearly visible on the Inclusive Luxury Hotels website and provide fully confirmed bookings, which contrasts with the majority of hotels that often offer accessible rooms on a request-only basis or make them otherwise difficult to find online.

The platform will also highlight “En Route” properties that are in the process of verification and have completed the Inclusive Hospitality Appraisal. Eleven properties currently qualify as En Route, including hotels and resorts in Costa Rica, the U.K., Belize, the U.S., and Turkey.

Pennsylvania mother continues to go to bat for her visually impaired children with screenplay, "Curveball"

By: Stephanie Stahl, Brad Nau
Date: June 19, 2025

Fighting for inclusion and ways to overcome adversity – that's the theme of a new movie in the works from a mother in Bucks County, Pennsylvania.

This is a family with two sons who have very limited vision, but that hasn't stopped them from belonging to sports teams. Accomplishments that came after their mom went to bat for them.

Kristin Smedley is back in her field of dreams in Richboro, the setting for a screenplay she wrote about convincing a Little League to allow her partially blind 10-year-old son to play on a team.

"It's the story of the power of inclusion, of fighting for inclusion," she said.

Her son, Michael, who's 25 now, said the team eventually rallied around him.

"We were able to talk with them and make some accommodations like hitting off a tee and playing the outfield with another guy on the team," he said.
The team went on to win a championship. Now, the screenplay called "Curveball" is a finalist in the Authentic Global Film Awards.

"Blindness is not a curveball," Kristin Smedley said. 

"Things that we maybe perceive as barriers and challenges can actually end up being strengths when you look at it and reframe it from a different perspective," Michael Smedley said.
Full article: https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/richboro-pennsylvania-baseball-curveball/

What to Check Out

Books:

Title: When Your Ears Can't Help You See: Strategies for Blind and Low Vision Individuals with Hearing Loss
Description: What do you do when everyone at work and home seems to be mumbling, and you are missing words in your favorite TV shows or talking books? What do you do when the echolocation that used to let you "see" with your ears is suddenly silent? And what happens next when the third (or thirteenth) person tells you they rang the doorbell, and you realize that, no, it is not broken: your ears are? The good news is that, just as you found with working around blindness — whether you grew up blind or lost your sight in your fifties — there are techniques and technologies that can work with limited hearing.
More information: https://shop.nbp.org/products/when-your-ears-cant-help-you-see


Title: The Magic Eye: Saving a Life and a Place in the Age of Anxiety
Description: Nothing could have prepared me for being diagnosed with a rare and deadly eye cancer in the middle of trying to save the Kansas land where my husband and I live. From the 2019 diagnosis through the pandemic, I entered into both a risky plan to buy our fifth-generation farm and daunting treatment to survive the large tumor in my right eye. The Magic Eye tells the story of saving a life (my own) and a place, a 130-acre farm we had been actively turning into a wildlife refuge for three decades.
Interview with author: https://kansasreflector.com/2025/06/08/in-a-forthcoming-memoir-a-kansas-writer-sees-the-land-and-herself-anew/
Website: 
https://www.carynmirriamgoldberg.com/magic-eye

Tools: 
Optaro: A case and camera for an iPhone that transforms the iPhone into a handheld video magnifier with crisp images, high contrast, and plenty of magnification.
The Optaro is a high-quality HD camera, light, and stand built into one unit that connects to a case holding the iPhone.
More information: https://afb.org/aw/summer2025/Eschenbach-Optaro?ms=N423FEB2EM1AW&emci=e51ce088-ad35-f011-a5f1-6045bda9d96b&emdi=70654063-0437-f011-a5f1-6045bda9d96b&ceid=12500645

EVENTS
ILS Meet & Greet: Emergency Preparedness and Organization
Date: Wednesday, July 16th from 1:00 to 3:00pm
Location: Appoquinimink library, 204 E Main Street, Middletown DE 19709
Please register by calling Laura Gallant at 302- 255-9948 to reserve your spot. 

Walk-In Wednesday
The next “Walk-In Wednesday” to have all your assistive technology questions answered will be July 30th.  
Time: 10am to 1pm 
Location: The DVI Training Center 1901 North Dupont Highway. Biggs Building. Door #3 New Castle Delaware 19720


July DABA Events


July Calendar of Events
Event of Blind Delawareans, courtesy of Sylvia Reid. 


Outreach Events:
Delaware State Fair 2025
Date: Saturday, July 25, 2025 from 2:00 to 4:00pm
Location: Rt 13 south in Harrington, Delaware (Delaware Building)
Abundant Life Community Development 2025 Community Health Fair
Date: Saturday, July 26,2025, from 11am to 3pm.
Location: Abundant Life Community Development Center, Enoch Center, 24 Blevins Drive, New Castle, DE 19720

DVR Pre-ETS Summer Opportunity
DVR Pre-Employment Transition Services Summer Employment Exploration
Empowering Students for a Brighter Future (Flyer below with more information)


Camp Abilities Delaware 2025
Camp Abilities Delaware is an educational sports camp for children ages 5-17 who have visual impairments. The goal of CADE is to empower youth with visual impairments through sport, physical activity, and wellness education.
Date: August 3-8, 2025
More details: https://www.campabilitiesdelaware.org/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLJLe9leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF2VVdCNnJMUVZkNlZTWVlwAR5xH_hI4e6coOLwRA_6SxxO7zRs21KFPmdgdByU966N8KbAhNBieD09BWSsxg_aem__X_34umiEXe_s1cFf2fHnA
FREE Junior Chefs Summer Cooking Classes
This is for outgoing 8th graders and high school students with disabilities in grades 9 thru 11 in New Castle, Kent, and Sussex Counties. They are only hosting 3 summer camp sessions this year.  
For more information and to register, please visit their website: https://www.humanityskitchen.org/culinary-summer-camp/

Discover What’s Possible: Aging and Disability Services in Delaware
Join for a relaxed and informative conversation about Delaware Health and Social Services initiatives that support healthy aging and independent living with a disability. This is your chance to connect with local experts and learn about a new pilot program offering home modifications, vehicle adaptations, and assistive technology to help you or your loved ones live more comfortably and confidently. (Flyer below)


Peer Support 
Peer Support Program: Trained visually impaired volunteers assist other adults in adjusting to their vision loss on a one-to-one basis, primarily through telephone contacts. This program is available statewide and is provided through community partners, such as the BlindSight Delaware and Blind Ambition Groups.
Blind Sight Delaware:
Life doesn’t stop when one loses sight, but the day-to-day can be challenging. BlindSight Delaware provides professionally facilitated Peer Support Group meetings around the state, and one-on-one telephone support. 
Group Support:
In-person meetings provide an opportunity to connect with others who are experiencing similar day-to-day challenges. Sharing with others reduces feelings of isolation and loneliness which are common as one loses visual ability. Group support also points out access to community resources, products and solutions and offers tips and techniques to make day-to-day living easier.
One on one Telephone Support:
Sometimes all that is needed is a private talk with someone. BlindSight Delaware volunteers, who not only are compassionate listeners but also visually impaired themselves, offer telephone support based on their own wealth of knowledge and experience in adapting to everyday issues.
BlindSight DE Website: https://bsdelaware.org/services/
Contact 302-998-5913 Ext. 102 or 103 if you would like to receive services.
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Walk-in Wednesdays



Date: The last Wednesday of every month beginning March 26th, 2025 

Time: 10am until 1pm

Where: The DVI Training Center 1901 North Dupont Highway. Biggs Building. Door #3 New Castle Delaware 19720

What: The Training Center at DVI is pleased to announce a new program beginning Wednesday March 26th at 10am. All are welcome to visit the Training Center at DVI and present their assistive technology questions to staff and peers.  The sessions will focus on group discussions about new technology, screen readers, commonly occurring problems, AI and resources for technology assistance. These sessions will be open door, so clients are encouraged to come and go as they please within the 3-hour time frame.  These meetings will reoccur on the last Wednesday of every month. We look forward to seeing and working with everyone! 

Any questions please email Stephen Pearson at Stephen.pearson@delaware.gov 
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July DABA Events:



*NO yoga on Saturday July 5th!



Strength Training

When:  Saturday July 19, 2025

Time: 10:00-11:00am

Where: Newark Natural Foods- Community Room, 230 East Main Street Unit 209, Newark, DE 19711

Time: Class will begin promptly at 10:00am and end promptly at 11:00am as we only have access to the room for one hour.

Please arrive a few minutes early and be ready to start at 10:00am.

What to Bring: Hand weights (1-5 pounds) 

To locate the room, go in the entrance on the far left when facing the building, then go down to the first floor using the stairs or the elevator. The community room will be on your right hand side. Someone from DABA will be waiting at the outside entrance to assist you if needed.



Paddle Boating at Killen’s Pond

Calling Kent and Sussex Counties participants! 😊 We are coming to you (weather permitting)! Don’t worry New Castle County participants you can come too or catch us at Lums Pond next month!

Here's what’s Up!

Join is us for Paddle boating at Killen’s Pond!

When: Saturday July 26th, 2025

Where: Meet at Killen’s Pond Nature Center (just up the hill from the boat rentals)

Killen’s Pond Address: 5025 Killens Pond Rd Felton, DE 19943

Time: 10am-1:00pm

Cost: FREE! Lunch provided



RSVP:  BEFORE Wednesday July 24th. Contact Amy Forrest (302) 359-2194 or Bill Reece (302) 757-1968.



Things to Know:

·     WEAR SUNSCREEN

·     NO WALK INs RSVP ahead of time or you WILL miss the boat!

·     Water Shoes ARE helpful

·     Best to bring a SIGHTED Friend

·     YOU MUST wear a life jacket

·     You will be required to walk on unpaved, uneven surfaces

·     To avoid injury to participants and volunteers, participants must be able to get in and out of the boat with minimal physical support. This will require stepping up and down from the dock into and out of the boat (gap space 20 inches).  

·     This event WILL be cancelled if weather is predicted to be excessively hot OR rainy.

·     This event WILL be cancelled if there are NOT enough registered participants.

Don’t Miss Out! Register Today!



DABA T-Shirts

DABA will be ordering t-shirts for our membership. The shirts will feature our original logo. The shirts will be distributed to members at our September picnic. If you would like a shirt, please contact us with your preferred shirt size.  Please contact Amy Forrest (302) 359-2194 or Patti Addison (302) 463-8700 by August 4th.
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Calendar of Events for Blind Delawareans 

July 2025



Note: All events are in-person unless otherwise stated.



Every Tuesday and Friday 9:00 - 10:00 AM chair exercise at Modern Maturity 1121 Forest ave. Dover, DE (Contact Darryl Garner 302-521-8111)

Every Tuesday and Thursday 10:00 - 1:00 blind seniors meet for lunch and chat at Modern Maturity 1121 Forest ave. Dover, DE -- lunch is free -- (Contact Darryl Garner 302-521-8111)  

6-01-2025 - 9-30-2025  Friends of DLAS book challenge (library for the blind and print disabled) fundraiser; (please sponsor June Hunter-Hardy 718-438-0525,  Sylvia Reid 302-743-8811, Verita Turner 302-734-7419, or Marsha Blalock 302-628-1777 )

6-15 - 8-15 DLAS Summer Reading program (Contact Marie Cunningham, librarian 302-257-3006)

No National Federation of the Blind of Delaware book talk, affiliate meeting or chapter meetings this month

No DABA Yoga 7-05.

Register for Camp Abilities Delaware which runs from 8-03-2025 - 8-08-2025 (check www.Camp.Abilities.Delaware.org) 



6-23 - 7-11 American Counsel of the Blind Convention, Dallas, TX (check acb.org)

7-02 2:00 - 3:00 Mill Croft Senior Living Peer Support Group 255 Possum Park Rd. Newark, DE, monthly, (Contact Terry Marsh 302-998-5913)

7-05 10:00 - 11:00 AM No DABA yoga at Newark Co-op East Main St., monthly except Aug., (contact Amy Forrest 302-359-2194)

7-08-2025 - 7-13-2025 National Federation of the Blind National Convention in New Orleans, LA (check nfb.org) 

7-09 10:00 - 11:30 Wilmington Peer Support Group Absalom Jones Senior Center 310 Kiamensi Rd. Wilmington, DE , monthly, (contact Terry Marsh 302-998-5913) 

7-09 11:00 - 12:30 Peer Support DE at Kent County Public Library 497 s. Red Haven Rd Dover, DE 19901, monthly, (Contact Patti Addison 302-463-8700)

7-10 1:00 - 2:30 Peer Support DE at Long Neck Cheer Center 26089 Long Neck Rd Millsboro, DE, monthly, (Contact Patti Addison 302-463-8700)

7-15 9:30 - 11:00 New Ark Vision Peer Support Group Newark Senior Center 200 Whitechapel Dr. Newark, DE, monthly, (contact Terry Marsh 302-998-5913)

7-15 12:00 - 3:00 ACE (Advocacy Communication Education) meeting and speaker at Modern Maturity 1121 Forest ave. Dover, DE, monthly, (Contact Darryl Garner 302-521-8111)

7-16 1:00 - 3:00 New Castle County ILS meet and greet Emergency preparedness and organization 204 E. Main St. Middletown, DE register with Laura Gallant 302-255-9948 (contact Mary Lacy 302-255-9800) 

7-17 1:00 - 2:30 Long Neck Cheer Center Peer Support Group, monthly, held by conference call 712-432-3900 passcode: 683233# 

7-18 10:00 DLAS book talk facilitated by Sylvia Reid by conference call: 877-366-0711 code: 46926995# book: Wish you were Here by Jodi Picoult (contact Sylvia Reid 302-743-8811)  

7-19 10:00 - 11:00 AM Yoga strength training Newark Natural Foods Community Room 230 E. Main St. Unit 209 Newark, DE 19711 monthly, (contact Amy Forrest 302-359-2194

7-26 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM DABA paddle boating at Killen's Pond 5025 Killen's Pond Road Felton, DE 19943 

7-26 10:00 American Counsel of the Blind of Delaware (DCBVI) meeting on Zoom (contact Debra Trevino 502-541-7018)

7-30 10:00 - 1:00 Walk-in Wednesday technology Biggs Building 1901 N. duPont Highway New Castle, DE, monthly, (Contact Steve Pierson 302-255-9800)
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Pre-ETS Summer Opportunity
DVR Pre-Employment Transition Services
Summer Employment Exploration

Empowering Students for a Brighter Future
What We Offer:
Vv Caveer exploration and Job readiness training
v Work-based learning experiences
Vv Self-advocacy - Self Awareness
v Workplace Readiness Skills
Who Can Participate?
Anyone between the ages 14-18 with a Documented Disability, looking to gain valuable
skills for future employment.
Where? Milford Food Bank, 102 Delaware Veterans blvd
Milford, DE 19963.
Location- Community Room
Hours: :00am -11:00am
When: 6/23/25- 6/27(25, or the week of 8/4(25-8(8/25
Where? Newark Food Bank, 222 Lake Drive, Newark, DE 19202
Hours: 9:00am -11:00am
Location- Community Room
When: 6(16/25- 6/20/25, or the week of 8(11/25-8(15/25
Please Inquire below:
New Castle County: LaShonta.Mitchell@delaware.gov ,or
Christina.McDermott@delaware.gov.
Kent County: LaShonta. Mitchell@delaware.gov; or
Cheryl.Thompkins@delaware.gov
Sussex County: LaShonta. Mitchell@delaware.gov; or
Adriene.Davis@delaware.gov

NO TRANSPORTATION PROVIDED, PARTICIPANTS MUST BE DROPPED-
OFF AND PICKED UP FROM TRAINING LOCATIONS.
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Delaware 
Division of Services for Aging and Adults with Physical Disabilities (DSAAPD)
Home Modifications Initiative


Discover What’s Possible: Aging and 
Disability Services in Delaware


Contact Us To Learn More:
Call: 1-800-223-9074 | E-Mail: DelawareADRC@delaware.gov


Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD): 1-302-424-7141


Curious about living well in your community—at any age or ability? Join us for a
relaxed and informative conversation about Delaware Health and Social
Services initiatives that support healthy aging and independent living with a
disability. This is your chance to connect with local experts and learn about a new
pilot program offering home modifications, vehicle adaptations, and assistive
technology to help you or your loved ones live more comfortably and confidently.
Whether you're planning for the future or supporting someone today, this is a great
opportunity to get expert guidance in a friendly, supportive setting.


Location:
Route 9 Library & Innovation Center


3022 New Castle Ave, New Castle, DE 19720


Date and Time:
Wednesday, July 9 at 10am 


Examples of What Is Possible with Our New Services!


First Come, First Served: Apply early to secure your spot! We can help 
you fill out an application during the session. 


Limited Funds: The pilot will continue until funds are exhausted.


Rails / Grab Bars Walk-In Showers Ramps


Stair Lifts / Glides


This initiative 
does not cover 
home and car 


repairs.


Vehicle Wheelchair 
Tie-Downs


Vehicle Hand 
Controls


Daily living aids (e.g., shower chairs, grabbers)


Program details are subject to change.
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