National Federation of the Blind
National Division Report
Science and Engineering Division of the NFB (SEDNFB)
This is a shortened report highlighting sections that would most interest division members.  As you can see this document includes section 1-4, 6, and 11.
1. Current listing of all board members.

Officers and Board Members of the Science and Engineering Division of the NFB (SEDNFB) elected 7/5/2026. 
John Miller President (johnmillerphd@hotmail.com) 
Harry Staley Vice President 
Louis Maher Secretary 
Nathanael Wales Treasurer 
Gene Kim Board Position One 
Elijah Massey Board Position Two 	
Jenn Han Board Position Three 

2. Major activities/accomplishments of the division from the past year (between the national conventions).

This is a summary of the major activities and accomplishments of the "Science and Engineering Division of the National Federation of the Blind", here after referred to as SEDNFB, between the 2025 and 2026 NFB national conventions.
The activities and accomplishments were:

NFB STEM Scholarship

The SEDNFB and the NFB in Computer Science (NFBCS) divisions jointly raised money for an NFB STEM scholarship that was awarded in 2026. 

SEDNFB / NABS Joint Virtual Stem Seminar

On Sunday, February 22, 2026, the SEDNFB and The National Association of Blind Students had a science-oriented Zoom seminar using the Students' Zoom conference link.

A Recording of this meeting is available at
"2026-02-22 SED seminar_Recording.mp3". Once this link is accessed, once your virtual cursor is off, hitting enter on this file produces a "play" dialog, and tabbing around the "play" dialog will bring you to a download button.

The presentations were:

Title: Engineering the Future: Storing Clean Energy Deep Beneath Our Feet 

Speaker: Matthew Ard (mattard@stanford.edu) 

Abstract: The transition to clean energy is one of the greatest challenges of our time, but what opportunities actually exist to solve this crucial problem? In this talk, I will introduce the field of Energy Science and Engineering and discuss how I am working to tackle climate change through my research on large-scale energy storage. I will share my journey from undergraduate studies to a PhD program and discuss the methods and technologies I use to conduct high-level research as a student with a visual impairment. By sharing my research and personal experience, I hope to demystify the research process and show that a career in research is a tangible reality for students from all backgrounds.

Title: Birding by Ear and Beyond; Exploring, experiencing, and engaging in the wonder of the Natural world as a person who is blind 

Speaker: Donna Posont (dposont@umich.edu)  

Abstract: Wonder of the natural world is for everyone and that includes those who are blind or low vision. Sometimes we learn in various ways by engaging all our other senses to experience natural science. This program at the University of Michigan-Dearborn Environmental Interpretive Center meets at least monthly to learn about nature and is taught as though all participants are blind, but, friends and family are welcome.

Title: Audiom: Evaluating if digital interactive alternate text provides the same information as visual spatial maps and diagrams 

Speaker: Brandon Biggs (brandon.biggs@xrnavigation.io)

Abstract: Sighted people view over 300 digital maps a year, in contrast to blind people, who view less than one map a year on average. Only around 17.5% of blind
people have ever viewed a map of any kind as a blind person. This talk will present Audiom, an interactive alternate text game-like digital interface that
can allow the non-visual viewing and creation of diverse types of spatial information, such as maps and diagrams. Over 13 academic studies and co-designs
have been performed on over 150 blind and 40 sighted participants to create and evaluate Audiom. The presentation will then discuss how Audiom is being
compared with visual digital maps and diagrams. The objective of this work is to clearly define what it means for a non-visual text map to serve the equivalent
purpose to a visual map to meet the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines. The results of this work should inform digital accessibility legislation to facilitate
equal educational and employment opportunities for professions require the use of spatial information.

Links to Audiom:
Personal use:
https://audiom.net
Commercial use:
https://xrnavigation.io

3. Information regarding the attendance at the most recent division business meeting (how many paid members attended). Did you hold elections this year and, if not, what did you do?

Attendance

Eight people paid their dues at our annual meeting. The division has 31 dues paying members. People who registered online were free to skip the registration line. We did not record the number of paid SEDNFB members attending the business meeting.  
There were a total of 43 people in our meeting room. 

Sound recordings of the presentations given at the SEDNFB annual meeting can be found at 
https://tinyurl.com/NFB-Science-Engineering  in the recordings folder. The name of the directory containing the recordings is 2026-07-05 SEDNFB Annual Meeting.

A copy of the meeting minutes can be found at the same link in the minutes folder.
The file name is 
"2026-07-05 Science and Engineering Division of the NFB Annual Meeting Minutes (0).docx".

Minutes

The membership agreed that the minutes from the SEDNFB 2025 business meeting need not be read since the minutes had been distributed by e-mail. The minutes were approved.

Treasurer's Report

The treasury report covering July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2026, was provided by the NFB. This report is shown in part 6 of this annual report.

On June 30, 2026, the NFB reported that the SEDNFB general fund treasury balance was $2026.33.

The treasury report was approved.

Division Pledges 

It was proposed that the SEDNFB donate $75 to each of the following three NFB funds:
The Jacobus tenBroek Memorial Fund which supports the NFB center in Baltimore;
The White Cane Fund: which sends money directly to the general treasury of the Federation; and 
The Kenneth Jernigan Fund: which is used to bring a number of attendees to their first national convention.

The membership approved these donations.

Elections

Over the past year, the NFB has rediscovered the Science and Engineering Division's 1994 constitution "Science and Engineering Division Constitution 1994.pdf". A copy of the constitution can be found in the Division Documents folder at "https://tinyurl.com/NFB-Science-Engineering".

A portion of this constitution reads:

ARTICLE V. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Board of Directors of this organization shall consist of the four (4) constitutional officers and three (3) additional members.  … 

In the past few years, we have been electing only two additional board members. We will now elect three additional board members.

Since 2026 is an even-numbered year, elections were held. There are four officers and three Board members. The current, and newly elected, board members were:

	Position
	Current Person
	Newly Elected Person

	
	
	

	President
	John Miller
	John Miller

	Vice President
	Ashley Neybert 
	Harry Staley

	Secretary
	Louis Maher
	Louis Maher

	Treasurer
	Harry Staley
	Nathanael Wales

	Board Position One
	Nathanael Wales
	Gene Kim

	Board Position Two
	Gene Kim
	Elijah Massey

	Board Position Three
	None
	Jen Han 



During the SEDNFB annual meeting, we heard talks on the following topics:

Below is a list of titles, and their presenters, of the talks that were given during the 2026 SEDNFB meeting.

Barriers in Science: Lack of Accessibility to Visual-Only Scientific Data for the BVI 
       Sonification as a Viable Alternative - to Data Interpretation - A Pilot Study – Nitya Sharma, 
       nseasthigh@gmail.com

Making benchtop tools in life science labs accessible - Bryan Shaw, Bryan_Shaw@baylor.edu 

The Equalize Editor - A Web Application for Braille Math Document Translation – Sam Dooley,  
        sam@lakepinesbraille.com

Capabilities of the Monarch Braille and Tactile Graphics Tablet - Elijah Massey, 
       emassey0135@gmail.com

Digital Math and the Perkins’ TEAM (Tech Equity and Access in Math) Initiative – Susan Osterhaus, 
        osterhauss@tsbvi.edu 

What’s New in the Nemeth Code: The Latest Updates, Quick Review, Resources to Learn More, and what the Future Holds - Susan Osterhaus and Maylene Bird, 
osterhauss@tsbvi.edu and maylenebird@gmail.com

4. Major goals of the division for the coming year.

1. The purpose of the SEDNFB is to promote education solutions for the blind, share professional successes, and encourage innovative solutions and techniques to succeed in science and engineering as a blind person. The SEDNFB aims to spread the belief that STEM is open to the blind via outreach. Another goal of the division is to answer questions from students and professionals about being blind and in STEM.

2. Look for presenters to give talks on their daily work in science for the upcoming Science Division NABS seminar and Science Division Convention Meeting.

3. Our division will organize a Joint NABS SEDNFB science-oriented Zoom conference in the winter of 2027.

4. Fund-raise part of the 2027 NFB $8,000 STEM scholarship. SEDNFB plans to have all 2027 donations collected by April 1, 2027. The SEDNFB jointly awards this scholarship with the NFBCS division.

5. Assist blind scientists and SEDNFB members in signing up to the email list nfb-science@nfb.org. To do so, go to www.nfbnet.org and select nfb-science.

6. John Miller is collaborating with other division members in formulating and distributing documents describing useful methods for performing and presenting science. This information is distributed through our STEM related division email list, and is available at our web location "https://tinyurl.com/NFB-Science-Engineering  ". 


6. A copy of the treasurer's report as approved by the division at the most recent business meeting. Please remember that your division can opt into keeping its treasury at the national office. Please indicate if you want to take advantage of this. 

The division has transferred its treasury and division registration and dues paying processes to the NFB.

Treasury Report For the 2026 Annual Meeting

Science and Engineering
Financial Report
July 1, 2025 – December 31, 2025

Starting balance July 1:			$1.846.33
Dues Received 				$85.00
Donations Received			$35.00 

Expenditures 				$0.00
Ending balance December 31: 		$1,966.33

This report includes activity from July 1, 2025, through December 31, 2025. 

Science and Engineering
Financial Report
January 1, 2026 – June 30, 2026

Starting balance January 1:			$1.966.33
Dues Received 					$60.00
Donations Received				$0.00 

Expenditures 					$0.00
Ending balance June 30: 				$2,026.33

This report includes activity from January 1, 2026, through June 30, 2026. Some donations made in June may be reflected in the next report.

Contact information for the division can be found at the link: https://www.nfb.org/about-us/divisions-committees-and-groups/divisions 


