Introduction/USDB Post High School Program Concerns
Thank you for taking the time to submit an email to the board of education regarding the Bridges to Readiness Program at USDB.  The intent of the email is to not remove a post high option at USDB, but to ensure students who have met the requirements to graduate from high school with a standard/regular diploma are not eligible.  
Special Education Background Explanation:
All public schools must provide special education services until either a student graduates with a standard/regular diploma (or) reaches a maximum age of 22 years old, if the school year in which the child with a disability turned 22 years old has not yet ended (UCA 53E-7-201)

Under 34 CFR § 300.102(a)(3), students who graduate with a regular high school diploma are no longer eligible for IDEA services, while those who receive a certificate of completion or other non-standard credential are eligible for FAPE and IDEA services (including post high) until they age out.
USDB Bridges Post High Program:
USDB has an on campus, residential high school and post high transition program. Their post high transition program, “Bridges to Readiness” was developed to continuing serve students who graduated from high school with an alternate diploma or certificate of completion. It is unclear when USDB began serving adults; however, administration has confirmed that they currently provide services to adult students who graduated with a regular diploma through their Bridges to Readiness Post-High Program. Although USBE may use Part B of the IDEA funds for develoging and implementing postsecondary programs (34 CFR § 300.704), administration has verbally stated that special education funds are not being used to support theses adult students. 

USDB and USBE have drafted a new policy titled: 8.23 Bridges to Community Readiness – Post High Program.  The 2nd draft is slated to be reviewed and voted on by the Utah State Board of Education & Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind Committee on Tuesday, April 7, 2026. If it passes the 2nd draft will move to the full board for a final vote on May 07. 
Why Does This Matter?

1. This policy does not follow state or federal special education laws that clearly state anyone with a disability who graduates with a standard diploma is no longer eligible for public education funds.
2. This policy supports the systemic issues of misusing public education funds.
3. This Bridges post-high program is providing duplicate adult services. The state of Utah (DSBVI) has an established adult training center for the blind and low vision with measurable outcomes of success.
4. The Bridges post high program promotes an “institutional model” where students can be served for up to 3 years (or until they are 22) vs. 9-12 months of training at DSBVI. 
We Need Your Help!
We need to ensure policies that are being written and passed will help current and future students who are served by USDB. Please keep you’re the tone of your emails positive by sharing concerns and also your personal stories of what helped you transition from high school to living independent, successful lives.
Where to Send Email:
1. board@schools.utah.gov
2. cc: molly.hart@schools.utah.gov 
3. bcc: submission.desk@proton.me (this email is to help know how many submitted an email)

If you have any questions related to this or other educational issues related to students who are blind or have low vision in Utah, please reach out to Marla Palmer @ marlapalmermail@gmail.com or 801-599-3164
Sample Emails for Bridges Policy (Individualize, Reword, Remove/Add what is applicable to you
[bookmark: _7oy25nx7ashl] 
High School Graduates- Blind or Low Vision Adults
 
[bookmark: _3zgkm9gb1ltm]Draft 1 Blind Adult Mentor Example
Subject: 8.23 Bridges to Community Readiness – Post High Program Policy (Draft 2) Concerns

Dear USBE Board Members & Superintendent Hart,

I am writing to share my concerns with a line in section 1.2 of the 8.23 Bridges to Community Readiness – Post High Program Policy (Draft 2) that states, “Students who have graduated with a standard diploma, may apply for participation in this program.”

I graduated from [insert Utah high school] with a standard diploma. Upon graduation, I was looking forward to [insert personal goals, e.g., entering the workforce, attending college, gaining independence].
With the support of Vocational Rehabilitation, I received individualized career counseling and intensive training through the Division of Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired (DSBVI) Training and Adjustment Center. The services I received closely align with those outlined in Section 1.3 of the Bridges policy, including instruction in Expanded Core Curriculum areas such as orientation and mobility, braille, assistive technology, and independent living skills.

Additionally, I participated in [insert activities, e.g., recreational programs, woodshop, sewing], and benefited from instruction provided by blind adult mentors. These mentors modeled effective communication, social skills, and self-advocacy—critical components of success for individuals with blindness or low vision.
As a result of these services, I have been able to achieve the following:
· I graduated from [program name] and currently work as [job title].
· I am gainfully employed at [employer], where I have worked as a [role].
· I am currently attending [college/university], majoring in [field of study], with the goal of [career goal].

Individuals like myself who completed goals outlined in their transition plan and satisfied the qualifications to receive standard diploma, and are no longer eligible for FAPE or to public education upon graduation, including post high programs. Expanding public education programs to serve adults in this way raises serious concerns about the appropriate use of limited education funds, particularly when alternative adult services already exist.

To ensure clarity and proper use of public education funds, I respectfully recommend revising Section 1.2 of the policy as follows:
1. Students who have graduated with a standard diploma may not apply for participation in this program. (or)
2. Students who have graduated with a standard diploma are not eligible for this program.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this important issue.
Sincerely,
Name; City, State

[bookmark: _9rvnb8i1scrx]
[bookmark: _aef00x589u3x]Draft 2 Blind Adult Mentor Example

Dear USBE Board Members & Superintendent Hart,
I am writing to express concern about Policy 8.23, Bridges to Community Readiness – Post High Program Policy (Draft 2).

As an adult with a visual impairment, I am concerned that this policy would allow individuals who have already earned a standard diploma to participate in a post high program using public education monies. Students who have graduated from high school with a regular diploma are no longer eligible for public education funds and expanding services in this way risks misusing limited resources—especially when adult programs with measurable outcomes already exist.

As a graduate of [insert high school], I successfully transitioned to adulthood through existing services, including training in orientation and mobility, braille, assistive technology, and independent living skills. These programs are already designed to meet post-high needs without drawing from educational funds.
I support post-high services for students still working toward a certificate of completion or alternate diploma. However, I urge you to revise Section 1.2 to clearly state:
· Students who have graduated with a standard diploma may not apply for this program. (or)
· Students who have graduated with a standard diploma are not eligible for this program.

Thank you for your hard work!

Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[City, State]
[bookmark: _rx5e3sq4dsy6]
[bookmark: _w8mpzvy16c0y]Draft 3 Blind Adult Mentor Example

Subject: Urgent Concerns and Requested Revisions – Policy 8.23 (Draft 2)

Dear USBE Board Members & Superintendent Hart,

I am writing to express my concerns with Policy 8.23, Bridges to Community Readiness – Post High Program Policy (Draft 2) in its current form.

As a blind adult, I object to the inclusion of individuals who have already earned a standard diploma and are no longer eligible for FAPE or public education funding. Expanding this program to serve adults is an inappropriate use of limited education dollars and undermines the intent of a free and appropriate education for those that qualify.

I am a blind adult who graduated from [insert Utah high school] with a standard diploma. Upon graduation, I transitioned into adulthood with the expectation of pursuing [insert goals]. Through Vocational Rehabilitation, I received individualized career counseling and intensive training at the Division of Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired (DSBVI) Training and Adjustment Center.

The services I received directly mirror those outlined in Section 1.3 of this policy, including instruction in orientation and mobility, braille, assistive technology, and independent living skills. I also participated in [insert activities], and learned from blind adult mentors who provided critical instruction in self-advocacy, professionalism, and independence. Because of these existing services, I have been able to [insert outcomes: employment, education, independence]. These successes demonstrate that adult-focused programs already exist and are effective.

This policy, as written, creates duplication of services, misallocates public funds, and sets a concerning precedent for expanding LEA’s responsibilities beyond their intended scope.

I urge you to take action to revise Section 1.2 as follows:
1. Students who have graduated with a standard diploma may not apply for participation in this program. (or)
2. Students who have graduated with a standard diploma are not eligible for this program.


Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[City, State]
[Optional: Contact Information]
[bookmark: _s1q4d3lekvgn]Parents of Blind or Low Vision Children
[bookmark: _q4d6ixo5q9qq]Draft 1 Parent Example
Subject: Concerns from a Parent Regarding Policy 8.23 (Draft 2)

Dear USBE Board Members & Superintendent Hart,

I am a parent of a blind child and writing to express concerns related to Policy 8.23, Bridges to Community Readiness – Post High Program Policy (Draft 2), particularly section 1.2

As a parent, I am invested in ensuring that limited education resources are used to serve students who are still eligible for general & special education services and funding. I am concerned that this policy would allow individuals who have already earned a standard diploma to participate in a publicly funded program, even though they are no longer eligible for free, public educational services under IDEA.
This raises important questions about fairness and prioritization. Students who are still working toward a certificate of completion or alternate diploma rely on these programs to gain critical skills for independence and employment. Expanding eligibility to include adults who have already graduated risks reducing access, attention, and resources from already burned out educators for those students who depend on these programs.

There are appropriate and effective adult services in Utah available through Vocational Rehabilitation and the Division of Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired (DSBVI), which are specifically designed to support adults after graduation. These programs provide quality training in the areas of the expanded core curriculum with proven outcomes.  (Personalize:  you know many blind mentors who graduated from high school, received training at the Utah adult services for the blind and now..insert what they are doing).

I strongly support post-high programming for students who remain eligible for special education services. However, I do not support using public education dollars to expand post high programs to serve adults who have already earned a standard diploma.

To ensure that resources are used as intended and that students with the greatest need are prioritized, I respectfully urge you to revise Section 1.2 as follows:
1. Students who have graduated with a standard diploma may not apply for participation in this program. (or)
2. Students who have graduated with a standard diploma are not eligible for this program.

Thank you for your time and for your commitment to serving students and families.
[bookmark: _9l8nw3y8it4y]Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[City, State]
[Optional: Contact Information]

[bookmark: _ml8wjcza5txw]Draft 2 Parent Example
Subject: Parent Concern – USDB Bridges Policy 8.23- draft 2

Dear USBE Board Members & Superintendent Hart,
I am a parent of [insert details] and am concerned about Section 1.2 of the 8.23 Bridges to Community Readiness – Post High Program Policy (Draft 2), which states, “Students who have graduated with a standard diploma may apply for participation in this program.”
This policy does not align with state and federal law under IDEA, which clearly established that student’s right to FAPE ends upon earning a regular high school diploma. Public education funding should be reserved for students who remain eligible for special education services and support. Allowing adults to use K–12+ resources through USDB’s post-high program risks violating state and federal law and diverts limited resources from students who legally entitled to those services.
Please revise this policy to ensure fairness with students with all disabilities in Utah and full compliance with applicable state and federal laws.
Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[City, State]
[Optional: Contact Information]

[bookmark: _2l048esvxd0a]Stakeholder/Educator

[bookmark: _11k3r23vqmbl]Draft 1 Stakeholder/Educator
Dear USBE Board Members & Superintendent Hart,
I am writing to share my concerns related to Section 1.2 of the 8.23 Bridges to Community Readiness – Post High Program Policy (Draft 2), which states, “Students who have graduated with a standard diploma may apply for participation in this program.”  
Expanding this program to include individuals who have graduated appears to conflict with state special education rules & federal guidelines and raises concerns about the use of limited education funds intended for students who remain legally eligible for general & special education services. 
I appreciate the work being done and encourage continued efforts to ensure that all districts, including USDB are using public and special education funds responsibly and in full compliance with the law.
I respectfully request this policy be revised to clarify that students who have earned a standard diploma are not eligible to enroll in USDB post high programs which also sets the standard for other districts.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[City, State]
[Optional: Contact Information]

Other points to personalize:
1. Duplicate of services. What is the data to support the need to include adult services in a post high K-12+ program? There is already a quality, adult program being funded by state dollars.
2. Approving this policy could set a precedent, leading other parents and districts to request similar post-high services for adult students with disabilities who have already earned a standard diploma
Draft 2 Stakeholder/Educator
Dear USBE Board Members & Superintendent Hart,
I am writing to share my concerns related to Section 1.2 of the 8.23 Bridges to Community Readiness – Post High Program Policy (Draft 2), which states, “Students who have graduated with a standard diploma may apply for participation in this program.”  
This policy, as written, creates duplication of services, misallocates public funds, and sets a concerning precedent for expanding LEA’s responsibilities beyond their intended scope.

I appreciate the work being done and encourage continued efforts to ensure that all districts, including USDB are using public and special education funds responsibly and in full compliance with the law.

Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[City, State]
[Optional: Contact Information]

