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National Federation of the Blind of Georgia
2025 Annual State Convention

October 10-12, 2025

Crown Plaza Atlanta Midtown
590 West Peachtree Street, NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30308

Theme: In This Together

Affiliate President: Ms. Dorothy Griffin

National Representative: Mr. Tracy Soforenko



National Federation of the Blind of Georgia:
The National Federation of the Blind of Georgia is the leading advocacy organization for blind and low-vision individuals across the state of Georgia. As a dynamic affiliate of the National Federation of the Blind, we are deeply committed to fostering independence, inclusion, and opportunity for Georgians of all ages who are blind, laying the foundation for a future defined not by limitations, but by possibility.

Our Belief Statement:
The National Federation of the Blind advances the lives of its members and all blind people in the United States. We know that blindness is not the characteristic that defines you or our future. Every day we raise the expectations of blind people, because low expectations create obstacles between blind people and our dreams. Our collective power, determination, and diversity achieve the aspirations of all blind people.

Code of Conduct:
All individuals within the organization, including all attendees at NFBGA sponsored events shall abide by the National Federation of the Blind Code of Conduct (https://www.nfb.org/about-us/history-and-governance/code-conduct). All are expected to refrain from the unwelcome and harmful misconduct outlined in the Code, including but not limited to discrimination, abuse, misuse of power, sexual misconduct, conflict of interest, fraud, and other forms of misconduct. 

NFB Pledge:
I pledge to participate actively in the effort of the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its constitution.

Guide Dog Relief Areas:
The hotel itself does not have a designated pet relief area, but there are several grassy spaces around the property that can be used for this task. The simplest route is to exit the property to the right and head down Linden Street. From there, you may cut across the Staybridge carport into the GDOT courtyard, which features a grassy area suitable for pet relief.


We welcome you to the 2025 52nd Annual Georgia State Convention!

Our Affiliate President Dorothy Griffin, the board of directors, and the convention committee would like to welcome you to the 52nd annual state convention of the National Federation of the Blind of Georgia (NFBGA). Many people have worked hard over the last several months to create a dynamic and engaging agenda with something for everyone. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact any board member at georgiablind@nfbga.org and we will help you take care of whatever you need. 

The past year has been an exciting time of growth for the NFB of Georgia. We invested in our movement by training our seniors, supporting our students, advocating for higher education and job training services, and working for our right to accessible voting and to do it privately and independently.

We want to celebrate those accomplishments and plan the next phase of sharing free opportunities to help members remove obstacles one opportunity at a time! We strongly believe that many hands make light work.



NFB of Georgia Officers and Board of Directors, 2024-2026

President: Ms. Dorothy Griffin, Georgia Affiliate

1st Vice President: Ms. Patrice Lewis, Atlanta Metropolitan Chapter

2nd Vice President: Ms. Landree Culbreath, Southside of Atlanta Chapter

Secretary: Ms. Monica Williams, Albany Chapter

Treasurer: Ms. Nata Watkins, At-Large Chapter

Board Seat 1: Ms. Page Carlyle, Augusta Central Savannah River Area Chapter

Board Seat 2: Mr. Anil Lewis, Decatur Area Chapter

Board Seat 3: Dr. Cohiscan Thomas, Fountain City Chapter

Board Seat 4: Ms. Lyn Eberhardt, Augusta Central Savannah River Area Chapter

Board Seat 5: Ms. Shikha Desai, Atlanta Metropolitan Chapter

Board Seat 6: Mr. Derrick Tuff, Atlanta Metropolitan Chapter



Chapters and Divisions

Chapters:

Albany Chapter: Mr. Melvin Scott, President

Atlanta Metropolitan Chapter: Ms. Dorothy Griffin, President

At-Large Chapter: Ms. Nata Watkins, President

Bainbridge Chapter: Mr. Ronnie Sheppard, President

Augusta Central Savannah River Area: Ms. Lyn Eberhardt, President

Chatham County Chapter: Mr. McArthur Jarrett, President

Cobb County Empowerment Chapter: Ms. Megan Deen, President

Decatur Area Chapter: Mr. Robert Smith, President

Fountain City Chapter: Mr. Rashad Jones, President

Gwinnett Family Chapter: Ms. Jo Ann Johnson, President

Southside of Atlanta Chapter: Ms. Landree Culbreath, President



Divisions:

Diabetes Action Network Division: Mr. Ernic Eyma Jr., President

Georgia Association of Blind Students Division: Mr. Tim Olukanni, President

Senior Division: Ms. Vanessa Meadows, President




A huge THANK YOU to all our sponsors and exhibitors.

Sponsors:
· Title: $7,500.00 – WAYMO 
· Innovator: $2,000.00 – NFB-NEWSLINE®
· Advocate: $1,000.00 – Vanda Pharmaceutical
· Advocate: $1,000.00 – Centerwell 
· Ally: $500.00 – Center for the Visually Impaired
· Ally: $500.00 – I Can Connect

Exhibitors:
· Adjusting to Vision Loss Counseling
· Emerald Coast Vision Aids
· Vispero
· Queen's Corner Support Group
· Georgia Radio Reading Services/Vocal Point
· World Services for the Blind
· JW.org 
· VisualEyes Access
· NFBGA Senior Division 
· Just Us Blind Girls
· Angel Eyes Fittness


Mr. Tracy Soforenko, National Representative Biography:

[image: Tracy Soforenko]

Mr. Tracy Soforenko is a board member of the National Federation of the Blind, the president of the Virginia National Federation of the Blind affiliate, as well as the chair of the Kenneth Jernigan First Time Convention Attendance Scholarship Fund. Mr. Soforenko expanded programs in the Virginia affiliate through the creation of Project Resilience, Independence, Self-advocacy, and Employment (Project Rise), as well as the Virginia Silver BELLS program. In addition, Mr. Soforenko holds degrees in finance and psychology and is a project manager for the federal government. Tracy lives with his wife Sharon in Arlington, Virginia where he enjoys cooking, participating in Toastmasters, and hiking.



2025 NFBGA STATE CONVENTION AGENDA

Friday, October 10, 2025

8:00-12:00 p.m.:	Convention Registration
Location: Pre-Function Area

9:00-4:00 p.m.:	Rehab. Professionals Training 
Location: Buckhead Conference Room

Concurrent Morning Sessions

9:00-11:00 a.m.:	BINGO! 
Sponsored by Friends of GLS 
Location: Atlanta Ballroom, General Session Conference Room

11:00 a.m.:	Non-24-Hour Sleep-Wake Disorder
Presenter: Ms. Vicki Preddy, Vanda Pharmaceutical
Location: Atlanta Ballroom, General Session Conference Room 

11:30 a.m.:	What You Need to Know About Fire Safety 
Presenter: Mr. Brian Dixon, Safety Coordinator, Vision Rehabilitation Services
Location: Atlanta Ballroom, General Session Conference Room

[bookmark: _Hlk177306534]12:00 P.M. -8:00 p.m.:	Exhibit Hall of Products and Services Blind People Use to Live, Learn, Work, And Play as Active Members of Our Communities
Location: Pre-Function Area

12:00 P.M. -2:00 p.m.:	Convention Lunch Break (on your own)

12:00-2:00 p.m.	NFBGA Affiliate Board and Chapter/Division Presidents Private Lunch
Location: Lenox Conference Room

Concurrent Afternoon Sessions
9:30 A.M. -5:00 p.m.:	
NFBGA Parents of Blind Children Division
Ms. Shelby Ball, President
Ms. Jackie Anderson, Coordinator

9:00 A.M. -12:00 P.M.:	NFBGA Parents of Blind Children Georgia Tech Tour
Parents, students and teachers are invited to participate in a unique experience at Georgia Tech University from.  Come and learn about college life. We will take a tour of the university, participate in a presentation from the Disabled Student Services and Tools for Life Accessibility Center. Weather your child is in elementary or high school, this will be a valuable experience. Contact sball@nfbga.org for more information. 

2:00 P.M. -5:00 P.M.:	NFBGA Parents of Blind Children 2025 Cradle to Career Seminar
Location: Peachtree Conference Room
Come and learn about resources and services available to lind/low-vision children and youth and their families in Georgia.
Join us for some collaborative discussions about preparing your child for life. Getting ready for life begins at third grade. We will also hold our annual business meeting. Come share your ideas of how we can support parents in the upcoming year as well as participate the election of officers for the NFBGA Parents of Blind Children division.

· Seminars, 2:00-5:00 p.m.

Childcare: 
Childcare will be provided for children of families attending the NFB of Georgia convention which includes the Parents of Blind Children “Cradle to Career” Seminar.

Child care is open to ages 3 to 13 years old
Childcare Hours:
· Friday, 2:00-5:00 p.m. 
· Saturday, 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m., 2:00 P.M. -5:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M. -10:30 P.M.

2:00 P.M.:	Working On Becoming a Better Me Through Fitness and Nutrition
Presenter: Ms. Dawn Wells, Director, Angel Eyes Fitness 
Location: Atlanta Ballroom, General Session Conference Room

2:00 p.m.:	Equipping the Blind with the Tools for Life 
Presenter: Ms. Jennifer M. Ro, MA, CCC-SLP, Director, Tools for Life
Location: Roswell Conference Room

3:00 p.m.:	Access Products from Vispero and Freedom Scientific 
Presenter: Mr. Chip Farrington, Emerald Coast Vision Aids 
Location: Roswell Conference Room

3:00 P.M. -5:00 p.m.:	NFBGA Senior Division Meeting 
Vanessa Meadows, President
Location: Atlanta Ballroom, General Session Conference Room
Registration opens at 2:30 p.m. 2026 senior membership dues are $10 (cash); Admission is free

3:00 p.m.:	Opening Session
Location: Atlanta Ballroom, General Session Conference Room
· Call to Order
· NFB Pledge
· Invocation
· Welcome
Introduction of the National Representative, Mr. Tracy Soforenko, President NFB of Virginia, Member of the NFB National Board of Directors

Part One: Empower Yourself – Take Control of Decisions That Affect Your Life

3:15 p.m.:	Wills & Life Planning  
Presenter: Mr. Duncan de la Feld, Attorney, Senior Citizens Law Project, Atlanta Legal Aid Society, Inc.

3:30 p.m.:	Your Partner in Advocating for Vocational Rehabilitation Services (Concurrent Session) 
Presenter: Ms. Stephanie Cutrufelli, MS CRC, Assistant Director, Georgia Client Assistance Program 
Location: Roswell Conference Room

3:50 p.m.:	READY SET GO!

Part Two: Self-INDEPENDENCE – Navigate the world Independently 

4:00 p.m.:	Orientation & Mobility: When to Transition to Other Mobility Aids and Adding Newer Technology as Secondary Mobility Aids
Presenter: Ms. Nancy Parkin-Bashizi, Orientation/Mobility & Living Skills Instructor, Vision Rehabilitation Services (VRS)

[bookmark: _Hlk209253460]Part Three: Self-Advocate – Speak Up!
How to Advocate for Yourself in Various Day-To-Day Situations
Presenter: Ms. Jo Ann Johnson

4:35 p.m.:	To Be Announced

4:50 p.m.:	Closing Remarks
Presenter: Ms. Vanessa Meadows, President, NFB of GA Senior Division

On behalf of the NFB Senior Division, we would like to give our sincere thanks and appreciation to all our speakers, guest and volunteers, your time and contribution today go a long way to supporting our mission. 

4:15 p.m.:	Audiom: Viewing and Drawing Maps and Images Through Sound (Concurrent Session)
Presenter: Mr. Brandon Biggs, PhD candidate at the Georgia Institute of Technology, and CEO of XR Navigation
Location: Roswell Conference Room

5:00 P.M. -6:00 p.m.:	A Discussion of NFB Philosophy 
Facilitator: Mr. Tracy Soforenko, President NFB of Virginia, Member of the NFB National Board of Directors, and our National Representative

6:00 P.M. -7:00 p.m.:	Resolutions Committee Meeting
Chairperson: Mr. Anil Lewis 
Location: Lenox Conference Room

7:00 p.m. -10:30 P.M.:	NFB of Georgia Variety Show and Dinner
Registration starts at 6:00 p.m. and the show begins at 7:00 p.m.
Location: Atlanta Ballroom, General Session Conference Room

6:00 P.M. -8:00 P.M.:	Georgia Association of Blind Students Meeting
Mr. Tim Olukanni, President
Location: Buckhead Conference Room

6:00 p.m.:	Welcome, Mr. Tim Olukanni
6:10 p.m.:	Introduction, Ms. Kaleigh Brendle, National Association of Blind Students Representative 
6:20 p.m.:	Introduction of the Student Division Board
6:30 p.m.:	Election Procedures
6:45 p.m.:	Knowing the NFB Pledge, Ms. Aunya Anderson 
7:00 p.m.:	What is New in Technology, Mr. Chip Farrington, Emerald Coast Vision Aids
7:20 p.m.:	Officer’s Responsibilities 
7:45 p.m.:	Final remarks 



Saturday, October 11, 2025

8:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m.:
Fit breaks, and door prizes throughout the day, Ms. Vanessa Meadows

8:00 A.M. -9:00 a.m.:	Convention Registration 
Location: Pre-Function Area

11:00 A.M. -5:00 p.m.:	Exhibit Hall Hours 
Location: Pre-Function Area

Morning General Sessions
Location: Atlanta Ballroom, General Session Conference Room

8:30 a.m.:	Opening Session 
[bookmark: _Hlk209082717]Ms. Dorothy Griffin, President
· Call to Order 
· Invocation and Moment of Silence
· Welcome 
· Pledge of Allegiance 
· NFB Pledge 
· National Anthem 
· Celebration of Freedom and Veterans Recognition 
· Proclamations 

9:00 a.m.:	National Report
Mr. Tracy Soforenko, President NFB of Virginia, Member of the NFB National Board of Directors, and our National Representative


9:45 a.m.:	Securing Quality Education and Rehabilitation Services for the Blind
Presenters: 
Ms. Tara Bowie, CTBVI, COMS, Program Manager - Smokey Powell Center, Office of State Schools, Georgia Department of Education
Ms. Jessica Freeman, Transition Supervisor, Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency, 

10:15 a.m.:	NFBGA Project/Programs Panel: NFB BELL® Academy, Teachers of Tomorrow, IEP Advocacy Academy and KJLSP
Presenters: 
Ms. Jackie Anderson, NFB BELL® Academy
Ms. Katrina Thomas, Teachers of Tomorrow
Ms. Katie Nix, IEP Advocacy Academy
Ms. Katie Carlock, IEP Advocacy Academy
Mr. Tim Olukanni, Kenneth Jernigan Leadership-in-Service Program 

10:40 a.m.:	Fundamentals of Blindness Skills Training a Structured Discovery Panel
Panel of structured discovery professionals

11:00 a.m.:	Building Our Movement Breakouts
· [bookmark: _Hlk209083952]Membership Building, facilitated by Ms. Jo Ann Johnson
· Advocacy, facilitated by Mr. Anil Lewis
· Fundraising, facilitated by Mr. Tracy Soforenko

12:00 P.M. -2:00 p.m.:	Lunch and Division Breakout Sessions
· NFB of Georgia Senior Division Meeting, Ms. Vanessa Meadows, President
Location: Atlanta Ballroom

· Georgia Association of Blind Students Division Meeting, Mr. Tim Olukanni, President
Location: Buckhead Conference Room

· Georgia Organization of Parents of Blind Children Division Meeting, Ms. Shelby Ball, President
Location: Peachtree Conference Room

Afternoon General Session
Location: Atlanta Ballroom, General Session Conference Room

2:00 p.m.:	We Are All in This Together, NFBGA Presidential Report
Ms. Dorothy Griffin, President 

2:30 p.m.:	Nonvisual Access to Information Panel Georgia Library Service, Vocal Point, and NFB-NEWSLINE® Service
Presenters: 
Ms. Jessica Beecham, NFBGA-NEWSLINE Manager
Ms. Kristin White, MLIS GLS State Director
Dr. Brittany McLemore, Vocal Point

3:00 p.m.:	I Can Connect with Tools for Life
Presenters: 
Ms. Jackie Anderson GCDHH's ICC program
MR. Justin Fuller-Green, AT Support Specialist, Tools for Life

3:15 p.m.:	National Association of Blind Students Update 
Presenter: Ms. Kaleigh Brendle, National Student Representative 

3:30 p.m.:	What My Teacher of Blind Students and VR Counselor Should Know: A Blind Student Panel
Presenters: 
Andrew Lee, College Student, NFB National scholarship winner 
Christopher Morgan, High school student
Sebastian Jaranillo, High school student
Ayanna Bilbrey, High school student

4:00 p.m.:	Project Independence 
Presenter: 
Ms. Shirley Robinson, Blindness Services Coordinator, Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency

4:15 p.m.:	An Update on Our Community Rehabilitation Program 
Presenters: 
Ms. Lisa Kennedy, Director Center for the Visually Impaired 
Mr. Dudley Morris, Vocational Rehabilitation Services

4:30 p.m.:	Why am I a Federationist? Member Panel
Presenters: 
Ms. Annie Maxwell, Georgia Senior Division
Ms. Aunya Anderson, Georgia Association of Blind Students
Ms. Page Carlisle, Augusta Central Savannah River Area Chapter

5:00 p.m.:	Adjourn

5:00 p.m.:	Nominating Committee Meeting 
This is a closed meeting, location to be announced.

7:00 P.M. -10:30 p.m.:	Parents Division Pajama Dinner Party
This event will provide games and entertainment for children not attending the banquet.
Location: Peachtree Conference Room

7:00 P.M. -11:00 p.m.:	National Federation of the Blind of Georgia Annual Banquet
Location: Atlanta Ballroom, General Session Conference Room 
Agenda:
· Dinner
· Banquet Speech
· Recognitions/Awards
· Affiliate Fund Raising Activities 
· Atlanta City Game Night



Sunday, October 12, 2025

8:00 A.M. -9:00 a.m.:	Morning Devotion
Location: Atlanta Ballroom, General Session Conference Room

9:00 A.M. -1:00 p.m.:	NFBGA Business Session
Location: Atlanta Ballroom, General Session Conference Room

· Call to Order
· Welcome 
· Secretary’s Report
· Treasurer’s Report
· Chapter and Division Reports 
· Old Business
· New Business
· Resolutions
· Elections of Officers and Convention Delegates
· Remarks from the National Representative
· Closing Remarks
· Adjourn

Thank you all for attending the 52nd Annual State Convention of the National Federation of the Blind of Georgia. We hope this weekend offered you meaningful opportunities to learn, connect, and grow—whether through engaging workshops, powerful presentations, or the shared spirit of advocacy and community.

It has been our honor to host this event, we deeply appreciate your presence and participation, and we look forward to welcoming you back next year as we continue building a future of opportunity and inclusion.

Until then, the NFB of Georgia wishes you safe travels, continued success, and an unwavering belief in the power of blind people to live the lives we want.
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