Regarding the California Department of Rehabilitation’s funding of freshman at University of California schools
WHEREAS, a central practice of the Rehabilitation Act is to match rehabilitation services with the strengths, abilities, capabilities and informed choice of the individual client; and

WHEREAS, for California’s best and brightest blind students attendance at the University of California represents the best match for their unique individual abilities and potential earnings; and

WHEREAS, repeated studies have demonstrated that students who attend the University of California  (UC) will have higher incomes on average than those who attend community college and later transfer to university; and 
WHEREAS, for two generations the California Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) has recognized the appropriateness of sending California’s top students to UC by routinely supporting those high school seniors who are able to meet UC entrance requirements; and 

WHEREAS, in a misguided policy to save money the Department of Rehabilitation has recently begun a new blanket practice which only pays University-accepted students a mere $20 a unit,  matching the rate charged by community colleges, deferring University education to start only in their third year; and

WHEREAS, the effect of this new college-on-the-cheap policy is that many blind high school seniors without financial resources will downgrade their educational aspirations because they are unable to pay for UC or unwilling to take on thousands of dollars of student loans; and
WHEREAS, the Department of Rehabilitation defends this policy by saying such bright students can request a waiver from the community college policy  by appealing up the DOR bureaucracy from counselor to supervisor to Program Manager; and

WHEREAS, even DOR’s Program Manager for the blind admits that during the whole of her  tenure she has signed fewer than ten waivers through this bureaucratic process to allow blind freshmen to have their tuition supported at UC, a shockingly tiny number; and

WHEREAS, in reality DOR’s chilling drumbeat of downgrading blind students university expectations has resulted in many clients and even counselors believing that it is impossible for even the brightest blind students to have their university tuition paid for by the Department, and many don’t even know it’s possible to use this cumbersome waiver process; and
WHEREAS, if full attendance at the University of California is good enough for sighted students who have met UC’s stringent admission requirements it should be good enough for blind students who have worked to earn admission to California’s flagship universities as freshmen: Now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the National Federation of the Blind of California in convention assembled this Sixteenth day of October, 2008, in the city of Irvine California, do call upon the Department of Rehabilitation to rescind their new college-on-the-cheap policy and instead grant full four-year tuition support to those blind Californians bright and hard-working enough to have gained freshman admission into the University of California; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this organization call upon the California State Rehab Council (SRC) to examine DOR’s community college policy as it is proving to result in the operation of a rehab practice which does not take into account the individual characteristics of disabled Californians and instead produces one-size-fits-all rehab plans, and illegal practice inconsistent with the Rehabilitation Act; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this organization calls upon the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) to determine whether DOR’s cumbersome and rarely-used waiver policy effectively constitutes an illegal cap or limit on this critical educational service, inconsistently putting misplaced accounting priorities ahead of DOR’s mandate to serve each student’s individual characteristics and abilities.
