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Legislative CONCERNS of Blind CALIFORNIANS:

Priorities for the STATE LEGISLATURE, SPECIAL Session
The National Federation of the Blind of California (NFBC) is a strong and influential affiliate of the National Federation of the Blind (NFB). The NFB is the largest organization of blind individuals, numbering 50 thousand, and is committed to being the voice of the nations blind.  We present the collective views of blind people throughout society.  All of our leaders and the vast majority of our members are blind, but anyone can participate in our movement.  Every year approximately 75,000 Americans become blind, and there are an estimated 1.3 million blind people in the United States. Roughly 10 percent of the countries legally blind reside in the state of California. The social and economic consequences of blindness affect not only blind people, but also our families, our friends, and our coworkers.  

The State of California’s projected budget deficit is estimated to reach $11.2 billion for the 2008-2009 fiscal year. Several of the Governor’s proposals’s to rebalance the state’s budget demand the immediate attention of the State Legislature which is currently in Special Session.  These urgent action items include:

1.  Social Services. The administration proposes to reduce-to the federal minimum-grants for low-income aged, blind, and disabled Supplemental Security Income/State Supplementary Program (SSI/SSP) recipients. 

· Savings:  $349 million in 2008-09, up to $1 billion in 2009-10
· Though the SSP has not received a Cost of Living Adjustment in many years, there is no requirement for the States to offer SSI rates any higher than the Federal minimum. If this passes, Californians on SSI will receive roughly, a 1/3 reduction in their monthly checks. 

Argument Against Adoption:

· There is currently a roughly 75% unemployment rate in the blind community, and the vast majority of these unemployed people depend on SSI as their sole source of income. Given this, about 975,000 of California’s 1.3 million blind people are on SSI. A $350 reduction of these individuals monthly $970 income will be devastating. 

· Many blind people utilize SSI as a source of income while they are furthering their education or receiving training to help them become more employable. This drastic reduction will inhibit blind people’s ability to gain these vital employment skills; thus making them even more dependant upon additional services. 

2.  Reinstate the share of cost for Medi-Cal for aged, blind and disabled individuals with incomes over the SSI/SSP limits. 

· Savings:  $43.8 million in 2008-09, $203.7 million in 2009-10 

Argument Against Adoption:

· Many blind Californians receiving Medi-Cal that are over the earnings limit, are only slightly over that limit. In addition, many low vision Medi-Cal recipients have continual and significant medical costs, as they fight to preserve their current vision. Imposing an unbearable cost upon people fighting to maintain their vision is contrary to the reasoning for providing support services like Medi-Cal and SSI/SSP.
3.  Health. Under the special session proposals, fewer families could apply to the Medi-Cal Program. The income level that determines eligibility for certain families would be reduced-resulting in $340 million in General Fund savings upon full implementation. The Medi-Cal benefits provided to certain immigrants would be limited, and the amount that some aged, blind, and disabled recipients pay out of pocket before they can receive Medi-Cal benefits would be increased. The administration also proposes to eliminate certain Medi-Cal benefits, including dental services for adults. 

Argument Against Adoption:

· As the economy declines and additional people become unemployed, the number of families eligible for Medi-Cal should be increased rather than reduced. Blind people are not immune to this decline.

· Additionally, a reduction of services to blind people who are undocumented creates a second class of blind citizens in need of medical services than cannot qualify.   

· Reducing Medi-Cal benefits goes further to reduce the health of the state’s low income population. This reduction in service is contrary to the spirit of the Medi-Cal program. 

For more information on any of these priorities, please contact Mary Willows, President of NFBC at the above information or feel free to contact: 

Nicolas Crisosto, 1st Vice President

· Phone: 805-822-7319

· Email: nlibre@gmail.com 

Robert Stigile, 2nd Vice President 

· Phone: 818-419-5331

· Email: rstigile@sbcglobal.net
Blind Californians need your help to achieve our goals of economic security, increased opportunity, and full integration into society on a basis of equality.  Enactment of these legislative proposals will represent painful steps backward in the achievements of individuals with disabilities.  The Governor’s proposals will balance the budget on the backs of the State’s blind, and negatively impact our ability to succeed as productive members of society. We need the help and support of each member of the State Legislature.  Our success benefits not only us, but the whole of America as well.  

