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National Federation of the Blind of California
Annual Convention Agenda

October 22-25, 2009

Hilton Hotel, Newark CA

“Bridging the gap in Education and Training” 
Mission Statement: The ultimate goal of the National Federation of the Blind is the complete integration of the blind into society on a basis of equality.  This objective includes the removal of legal, economic, and social discrimination and the education of the public to new, and more accurate, concepts concerning blindness.  It means the right of the blind to work along with their sighted peers in the professions, skilled trades, and regular occupations.

This agenda is produced in Braille, large print and electronic format by the National Federation of the Blind of California.

Mary Willows, President

National Federation of the Blind of California

39481 Gallaudet Dr.

Apt # 127

Fremont, CA 94538

Phone: (510) 248-0100

Toll Free: (877) 558-6524 

Web Site- www.nfbcal.org

Convention Information

Registration and Meal Costs:
Registration Fee - $15

Banquet - $43

Diabetes Action Network Luncheon - $27

Breakfast - $15 

Bunco - $10

Kids Campabilities $10 per child

If you have not pre-registered, there will be a few meal tickets available and will be sold on a first come, first serve basis.

Convention Exhibits - The Exhibit Hall will be open Friday October 23, 2009 from 9:00 AM to 9:00 PM 

Guide Dog Relief Area

Information will be available at the NFBC registration desk.  Tina Thomas will be managing the guide dog relief area which will be located on the west side of the hotel. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22

11:00 AM – “Bridging for Braille”.  A bus will load up at the hotel and head for the Golden Gate Bridge where Whozit will be waiting to lead a walk across the bridge.  It’s Meet the Blind Month and Whozit has a message to bring to the San Francisco Bay Area.  There is a Braille crisis in our schools.  Federationists will set a record for the most influential people in the most unusual place who will have something to say about the need for more Braille.

3:30 PM– 5:30 PM – Registration - North Lobby  

6:00 PM – NFB of California Board of Directors Meeting – Board Room
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM – Reception featuring California School for the Blind Jazz Ensemble (Music Director, Wayne Siligo). Sponsored by UBS Financial Services Inc., of Walnut Creek, UBS Global, Brad Rutlidge, The Michael Hingson Group, and the Sendero Group. Thank you to our sponsors for making this entire reception possible and for providing commemorative wine glasses showing Whozit walking across the Golden Gate Bridge. – Board Room
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23

8:00 AM – 12:00 PM - Registration – North Lobby
8:30 AM – 10:00 AM – California Association of Guide Dog Users, President Juliet Cody - Seminar 2
9:00 AM – 9:00 PM – Exhibit Hall - Newark/Balentine Room
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM - Resolution Committee, Chairperson Jim Willows - Board Room
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM – Education Committee, Chairperson Karen Steele - Board Room 

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM – Library Committee, Chairperson Joy Stigile - Board Room 

1:00 PM – 3:00 PM - Chapter on Aging, President Patricia Munson - Ballroom I
2:00 PM – 6:00 PM – Registration - North Lobby
2:30 PM - California Association of Blind Students Registration, President Bruce Sexton - Ballroom I
3:00 PM – 5:00 PM - CABS Business Meeting and Seminar - Ballroom I 

5:00 PM – 6:00 PM – Orientation Center for the Blind Inc, President David Chan -  Board Room
5:00 PM – 6:00 PM - Art Group, Jaime Tomasello - Ballroom I
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM – NFB of California Bunko Game - Cedar/Fremont

7:00 PM – 10:15 PM – Kids Campabilities, Coordinator Laura Katie - Seminar 3
7:00 PM – 8:00 PM - Parents of Blind Children Registration - Ballroom I

8:00 PM - 10:00 PM - Parents of Blind Children Business Meeting, President, Barbara Mathews - Ballroom I
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24

8:00 AM - 8:45 AM - Registration – North Lobby
8:45 AM - 12:15 PM - Kids Campabilities - Seminar Room
General Session – Board Room
9:00 AM - Call to Order:

Invocation - Era Trice, Board Member at Large, San Fernando Valley Chapter

Pledge of Allegiance – Tiffany Manosh, President River City Chapter
National Anthem - Rob Kaiser, President Orange County Chapter

NFB Pledge - Shannon Dillon, President Bay Area Chapter

I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind. To achieve equality, opportunity and security for the blind. To support the policies and programs of the Federation and to abide by its constitution.

Welcoming Comments – Anu Natarajan, Vice-Mayor of Fremont

9:15 AM - National Report - Dr. Marc Maurer, President National Federation of the Blind

9:45 AM – 10:00 AM - Honoring our Blinded Veterans, NFB and The Veterans Administration in Partnership, Ron Gardner

10:00 AM - NFB Centers: Brent Batron, Colorado Center for the Blind; Jennith Lucas, Blind Inc; Bruce Sexton, Louisiana Center for the Blind
10:30 AM – California Braille and Talking Book Library, Mike Marlin, Manager

11:15 AM – “Newsline for the Blind”, Jason Holloway, NFBC Board Member
11:30 AM - Presidential Report – Mary Willows, NFBC President
12:00 PM - Adjourn

12:15 PM - 1:45 PM – Registration - North Lobby
12:15 PM - 1:45 PM - Diabetes Action Network Luncheon – Cedar/Fremont
1:45 PM - 5:15 PM - Kids Campabilities - Seminar Room
GENERAL SESSION – Board Room
2:00 Pm – Call to Order
2:05 PM – Ever Lee Hairston, NFBC Board Member
2:30 PM – Youth Slam Panel
3:00 PM – Dr. Stuart Wittenstein, President of Commission of Schools for the Blind 
3:40 PM - News from California Department of Education, Linda Wyatt, Special Education Consultant
4:00 PM – The Department of Rehabilitation, Tony Candela, Deputy Director of Blind Field Services

4:30 PM - Technology Panel, Chairperson Michael Peterson 
5:00 PM – Adjourn

6:30 PM – 9:30 PM – Kids Campabilities - Seminar 3
6:30 PM – 7:00 PM – No Host Bar

7:00 PM – Banquet - Board Room 
Mistress of Ceremony - Ever Lee Hairston, NFBC Board Member

Invocation: Rochelle Houston, President Pathfinders Chapter 

Introductions

Charters

Banquet Address: Dr. Marc Maurer, President, National Federation of the Blind
Scholarship Awards

Adjourn

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25

7:15 AM - 8:30 AM - Membership Breakfast – Board Room
8:30 AM – 12:15 PM Kids Campabilities - Seminar 3
General Session – Board Room
9:00 AM - Invocation - Geraldine Croom, President Guiding Lights Chapter

Pledge of Allegiance – Ashley Manosh

NFB Pledge – Melissa Haney

I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind. To achieve equality, opportunity and security for the blind. To support the policies and programs of the Federation and to abide by its constitution.

9:10 AM - Elections

9:40 AM – Resolutions: Chairperson Jim Willows
10:00 AM – Sports and Recreation 

10:15 AM – Financial Report
10:45 AM – Walking with Faith, Justified by Law”, Jim Willows, Jana Littrell, Mike Freeman, Dr. Marc Maurer. 

11:45 AM -  Reports, Raffles and Drawings
12:00 PM - Adjourn
