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2012 NFB of California Convention Agenda
Mission Statement
The ultimate goal of the National Federation of the Blind is the complete integration of the blind into society on a basis of equality.  This objective includes the removal of legal, economic, and social discrimination and the education of the public to new, and more accurate, concepts concerning blindness.  It means the right of the blind to work along with their sighted peers in the professions, skilled trades, and regular occupations.

Convention Information

Registration- $20.00

Banquet- $35.00

Diabetes Action Network Luncheon- $25.00

“NFBC Talent Showcase”- $5.00

Wine Tasting - $20.00
If you have not preregistered, there will be a few meal tickets available at the registration table which will be sold on a first come, first served, basis.
Convention Exhibits

The Exhibit hall will be open on Friday, October 19, 2012, from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm. Exhibits are located in the Valencia and Sevilla Rooms. 

Dog Guide Relief Area
The dog guide relief area is located on Imperial Avenue, straight across from the hotel front door. Follow the circular drive to the right, and cross Imperial Avenue.
Thank you to all of the chairpersons and members of the committees that have helped to make this convention a success. They are: Resolutions Committee- Chairperson Robert Stigile, Door Prize Committee- Co-Chair- Persons, Cheryl Thurston, and Rochelle Houston,   Convention Committee- Co Chair Persons Cheryl Thurston, Geraldine Croome,  Rochelle Houston, Tina Thomas, Robert Stigle, Jeri Sequieros and Pam Chase. Membership Committee-Chair Person Miguel Mendez, and all of the volunteers who have given of their time.  
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2012 NFB of California Convention Agenda
Thursday, October 18, 2012
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
 California Association of Guide Dog Users (CAGDU) Seminar – 
 

         
 
 Valencia Ballroom.
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm  
NFB of California Board of Directors Meeting – 



Valencia Ballroom.
7:15pm - 9:15 pm
“Meet and Greet” the Board of Directors while enjoying a 





progressive  social hour.  Travel throughout the hotel; enjoy 




nibbles and conversation with fellow Federationists. A list of 




the room numbers will be passed out at the board meeting.

Hotel Layout:
Upon entering the main entrance of the hotel, the Registration Desk is approximately 25 feet in front of you.  As you face the front desk, the lounges, elevators, dining rooms, meeting rooms, and gift shop are to the left (east lobby area).   To the right of the front desk (west end of hotel) is another set of elevators and the pool area.
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Friday, October 19, 2012

 8:30 am - 12:00 pm
 Convention Registration – East elevator Lobby Area.
 9:00 am - 6:00 pm
 Exhibit Hall - Valencia & Sevilla Ballrooms.
 9:00 am 

 Resolutions Committee, Chairperson, Robert Stigile –



 Madrid Ballroom.
10:30 am 

“From Resolutions to Legislation How Bills Begin and End: A Writing 



Workshop”, President, Mary Willows - Madrid Ballroom.
12:30 pm  

California Orientation Center for the Blind Alumni Association, Inc., a 



Statewide  Chapter of the NFB of California.  President, David Chan – 



La Palma Ballroom.

1:00 pm  

Chapter on Aging, President, Michael Couey – La Palma Ballroom.
1:30 pm

California Association of Guide Dog Users (CAGDU) Business 




Meeting, President, Shannon Dillon - Madrid Ballroom.
2:00 pm – 6:30 pm 
Convention Registration ($20) – East Elevator Lobby Area.
2:30 pm  

California Association of Blind Students (CABS) Registration – 




Madrid Ballroom. 

3:00 pm 

CABS Seminar & Business Meeting, President, Angela Fowler – 




Madrid Ballroom. 

7:00 pm

“Showcase of Talent” ticket sales. Snack Bag will be made available 



for $5.00 – Madrid Ballroom.
9:30 pm

Private Wine Tasting Experience. Tickets $20.00.  Learn from wine 



enthusiast Hoby Wedler, about the chemistry of wine making, using 



four distinct wines from the Francis Coppolla Winery in Napa, CA -   



580A.
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Saturday, October 20, 2012 
8:30 am- noon

Registration ($20) - East Elevator Lobby Area.

General Session 
Granada, La Palma and Madrid Ballrooms.

9:00 am

General Session Call to Order President Mary Willows.

Invocation

President, Escondido Chapter, Mona Takemoto.

Pledge of Allegiance  Rick Boggs, President, West Coast Vanguard Chapter. 

NFB Pledge

Jana Littrell, Member, NFBC Board of Directors.

NFB Pledge

I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National 




Federation of the Blind. To achieve equality, opportunity and 




security for the blind. To support the policies and programs of the 




Federation and to abide by its constitution.

9:10 am

Welcoming remarks from Mayor Carl Jacobson, Mayor of El 




Segundo, California. Presentation of Proclomation.

9:15 am

National Report, Mark Riccobono, Executive Director, Jernigan 




Institute, Baltimore, Maryland.
9:55 am

“Technology Civil Rights and Accessibility, Individual and 




Collective Action”, Timothy Elder, Attorney at Law, TRE Legal 




Practice, LLC.
10:15 am

“Becoming the Change”, Anil Lewis, Director of Strategic 





Communications, National Federation of the Blind, Baltimore, 




Maryland.
10:45 am

“Today's VR Environment from the Department of Rehabilitation 




Updates, Status, and Where We are Going”, Joe Xavier, Deputy 




Director, Specialized Services Division of The California 





Department of Rehabilitation.
5

2012 NFB of California Convention Agenda

Saturday, October 20, 2012 
11:15 am

“Blind Blocks, A Pathway to the Past”, Michael Hingson, Member 



Board of Directors NFB of California, #1 NY Times Bestselling 




author, internationally acclaimed keynote speaker, and President 




Michael Hingson Group.

12:00 pm

 Adjourn.
12:05 pm

Diabetes Action Network (DAN) Luncheon ($25.00). President, 




Joy  Stigle - Valencia and Sevilla Ballrooms.

2:00 pm

Call to Order.
2:05 pm

California Presidential Report, Mary Willows, President, National 




Federation of the Blind of California. 

2:20 pm

“Braille Enrichment Literacy & Learning (BELL) Comes to 




California”, Panel Discussion: Moderator:  Kia Vaca, California 




BELL Coordinator, Member of Board of Directors NFB of 





California, Sun Valley, CA. 




Panelists:  Juliet Cody, Gabe Cazares, Mark Woodward, 



Ethel Miranda.

2:40 pm

Questions and answers from the audience.

2:45 pm

“Mrs. Whosit Discusses Philosophy”, Jana Littrell, Member Board 




of Directors NFB of California, Albany, CA.

3:00 pm

 “The Battle for Equality Taking on Today’s Barriers”, Gabe Cazares, 



Member Board of Directors National Association of Blind Students.

3:15 pm

“California Chemistry Camp”, Henry (Hoby) Wedler, Founder, 




PhD Candidate UC Davis, Davis, CA.

4:00 pm

“Program Guidelines Revision of the Service Delivery System”,  



 
Linda Wyatt, PhD Program Consultant California Department of




Education Programs for the Blind & Visually Impaired.





4:20 pm

“Fulfilling Your Destiny and Purpose”. Rick Willison, TEAM JESUS 



Motivational Speaker, Corona, CA.

4:55 pm

Announcements. 

5:00 pm

Adjourn.
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Saturday, October 20, 2012 
7:00 pm   Banquet - Granada, La Palma and Madrid Ballrooms. 
Mistress of Ceremonies, Ever Lee Hairston, Second Vice President, NFB of California and Member NFB Board of Directors.
Invocation, Jason Holloway, NFBC Board of Directors. 

Keynote Speaker, Mark Riccobono, Executive Director Jernigan Institute, Baltimore, MD.

Auction of Chapter Gift baskets, Auctioneer Henry (Hoby) Wedler.

Presentation of NFBC Scholarships.

iPhone 5 drawing.
10:00 pm- midnight
 CABS After Banquet Social.
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Sunday, October 21, 2012
9:00 am
General Session Call to Order - Granada, La Palma and Madrid Ballrooms.


Invocation- Melissa Haney, Treasurer NFB of California.
9:10 am
Elections.
9:40 am
Resolutions, Chair Person, Robert Stigile.
10:00 am
Jason Holloway, “Newsline for the Blind”, A newspaper reading service 



update.
10:15 am
Financial Report, Melissa Haney, Treasurer NFB of California.
10:45 am
“Why I am A Federationist”, Angela Fowler, President CA Association of 



Blind Students (CABS).

11:05 am
“Meeting the Challenge” Blind Parents Seminar, Lisamaria Martinez, 



President East Bay Chapter NFB of California and parent.

11:30 am
Reports, Raffles, Drawings.
12:00 pm
Adjourn.
