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2013 NFB of California Convention Agenda
Mission Statement
The ultimate goal of the National Federation of the Blind is the complete integration of the blind into society on a basis of equality.  This objective includes the removal of legal, economic, and social discrimination and the education of the public to new, and more accurate, concepts concerning blindness.  It means the right of the blind to work along with their sighted peers in the professions, skilled trades, and regular occupations.

Convention Information

Convention registration will be open on Friday from 1:00 – 6:00 pm and Saturday from 8:00 – 10 am.  If you have not pre-registered, there will be a few meal tickets available at the registration table which will be sold on a first come, first served, basis.
All Events: Registration, DAN, Monte Carlo Night, CABS, Banquet = $100 (door $135)
Registration = $20 (door $30)
Banquet = $35 (door $40)
Diabetes Action Network Luncheon (DAN) = $20 (door $30)
Monte Carlo Night = $10
California Association of Blind Student’s Luncheon (CABS) = $20 (door $30)
Child Care = $10
Convention Exhibits

The Exhibit hall will be open on Friday, October 11, 2013 from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm. Exhibits are located in California Salon 1. 

Dog Guide Relief Area
The dog guide relief area is located in the front of the hotel on the grassy area to the left of the steps.  Please use the receptacle provided by the hotel.  If you need doggy bags or additional information, contact Shannon Dillon, President California Association of Guide Dog Users (CAGDU).
Thank you to all of the chairpersons and members of the committees that have helped to make this convention a success. They are: Resolutions Committee: Chairperson Robert Stigile, Door Prize Committee: Chairperson Rochelle Houston, Scholarship Committee: Chairperson Henry Wedler, Fundraising Committee: Chairperson, Melissa Sanders, and all of the volunteers who have given of their time.  
Thank you to the Convention Planning Committee, which was made up of the Chapter Presidents from the Northern California region.  Those chapters include Shasta-Cascade, River City, San Francisco, Tri-Valley, Davis Canes & Tails, NFB of the Bay Area, and East Bay.
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Double Tree Hotel Layout:

As you enter the sliding glass doors the front desk is just ahead and slightly to the right.  The guestroom wings are as follows: Arden, San Joaquin, Folsom, Sutter, El Dorado and Cal Expo.  To get to all of the guestroom wings except Cal Expo come in the front door turn right and continue on until you enter a carpeted hallway.  When it dead ends, you can turn to the right for the Arden Wing or left to the San Joaquin Wing.  If you pass the San Joaquin Wing you will find the Health Club, which is a big circle.  Go around it to the right and you will find the three remaining wings in this order: Folsom, Sutter, and El Dorado. There will be large-print / Braille signs above the banister at the doorway to these Wings.  

To get to the Cal Expo Wing, come in the front door turn left passing the restaurant and left again down the hall.  Walk down the ramp, follow it around to the left and walk about ten feet to enter the Cal Expo Wing. Elevators are on your left.

To find our meeting rooms and registration, come in the front door, turn left and walk past the restaurant.  Turn left at the end of the restaurant, walk down the hall, stay to your right and follow it around to the right.  You will come to the Grand Ballroom. Turn left and walk about fifty feet, where you will find the stairs and elevator to the lower level.  The Registration will be in the California foyer of the lower level and all of the meetings will take place in Salons 1, 2, 3, and 4.  Don’t forget to pick up your warm chocolate chip cookie from the front desk when you check in.  It makes navigating the hotel a lot sweeter.
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Friday, October 11, 2013
9:00 –   5:30 pm
Scavenger Hunt Meet & Greet the Board of Directors
Pick up your Scavenger Hunt Card and list of items along with a list of board members in the registration area.  Locate the members of the Board of Directors and match them up with the item on the list.  Board members will place a sticker on your card showing that you found the right person.  Bring your completed Scavenger Hunt Cards to the Board of Directors Meeting and give it to Tiffany Manosh.  All completed cards will be placed into a drawing for a gift certificate for one of the following: Elephant Bar, Starbucks, or iTunes.


9:00 –   10:00 am
Resolutions Committee – Chairperson, Robert Stigile
California Salon 4
10:00 – 12:00 pm
Employment Link Job Seminar

Welcoming remarks from Mary Willows, President National Federation of the Blind of California and Silvana Rainey, co-owner of Adaptive Technology Services

Speakers:

10:10 – 11:10 am
“Public Hiring Processes, LEAP, & Schedule A”- Michelle Alford-Williams, Section Chief California Department of Rehabilitation
11:15 – 12:00 pm
“Medi-Cal Working Disabled Program & Affordable Care Act”- Karla Bell, Social Security Specialist California Department of Rehabilitation
California Salon 2
10:30 – 11:30 am
Orientation Center for the Blind (OCB) Alumni Association Inc.- David 



Chan, President



California Salon 4

10:30 –  12:00 pm  
California Association of Guide Dog Users – Shannon Dillon, President
California Salon 3
11:30  –   1:00 pm
Diabetes Action Network (DAN) Luncheon – Joy Stigile, President
Redwood Room
1:00   –    6:00 pm
Registration $30 – A few meal tickets will be available at the registration 




table.  California Association of Blind Students Luncheon $30,  




Banquet $40




California Foyer, lower level

  1:00 –   5:00 pm
Employment Link Job Seminar
California Salon 2
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1:00 –   5:00 pm
iPad Training




California Salon 3
5:30


Turn in your Scavenger Hunt Cards to Tiffany Manosh




California Salon 4

5:30 –   7:00 pm
NFB of California Board of Directors Meeting
California Salon 4

9:00  –  midnight
Monte Carlo Night – Event to benefit California Association of Blind Students.  Beware of rustlers!  Hostages may be taken.  Bail money will be the only way out.  Bring your friends and watch the fun.  Play cards and heckle the hostages.
Redwood Room
******************************************************************************
Saturday, October 12, 2013 
8:00 – 10:00 am
Registration $30 – A few meal tickets will be available at the registration 




table.  California Association of Blind Students Luncheon $30,  




Banquet $40

California Foyer, lower level
General Session 
California Salon 1 & 2
9:00 am

General Session Call to Order, President Mary Willows
Invocation
Jeri Siquieros-Ramirez, President, Southwest Riverside Chapter, Treasurer California Association of Blind Students, and 
National Scholarship Winner 2013
Pledge of Allegiance  Rick Watson, President, Davis Canes & Tails Chapter 

NFB Pledge

Joe Retherford, Member Board of Directors Davis Canes & Tails Chapter
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NFB Pledge

I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National 




Federation of the Blind. To achieve equality, opportunity and 




security for the blind. To support the policies and programs of the 




Federation and to abide by its constitution.

9:15 –  9:20 am
Welcoming remarks.
Presentation of Proclomation.

9:20 am
National Report, Cathy Jackson, Member Board of Directors of the
 National Federation of the Blind and President NFB of Kentucky
9:50 am 
“California Report”, Tony Sauer, PhD, Director of Department of Rehabilitation


10:15 am
“Today's Vocational Rehabilitation Environment from the Department of Rehabilitation 
Updates, Status, and Where We are Going”, Elena Gomez, Assistant Deputy Director, Specialized Services Division of The California Department of Rehabilitation
10:35 – 10:40 am
Questions from audience

10:40 am
“Ridesharing Consumer Input to the Public Utilities Commission (PUC)”, Timothy Elder, Attorney at Law, TRE Legal Practice, LLC

11:00 – 12:00 pm
Break-out focus groups:
 1. “Seniors share tips on techniques for staying independent after vision loss” - Chapter on Aging, Michael Couey, President.  



California Salon 3
2. “Non 24 hour Sleep Study “- Lise Hall, Vanda Pharmaceuticals Inc.  Come and introduce yourself and find out about ways to resolve unique sleeping disorders.




California Salon 4

3. “Technology for the Visually Impaired”- Robert Stigile, Assistive Technology Instructor, Second Vice-President NFB of California.  
Hear about accessible technology products and meet the experts.
Redwood Room

12:00 – 1:45 pm
California Association of Blind Students (CABS) Lunch. “Everything 




Works if You Do” – Angela Fowler, President.

Speakers will address skills necessary to liberate you.



Redwood Room
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2:00 – 3:00 pm
Break-out focus groups: 
4. NFB Philosophy - Jana Littrell




Salon 3
5. Library Services - Mike Marlin, Director, Braille and Talking Book Library.  BARD mobile demonstration, “An update on services in California”.  
California Salon 4
6. Legal Rights – Tim Elder, Attorney at Law, TRE Legal Practice, LLC



Redwood Room



3:00 pm 
“Update on Education for Blind Children” - Doctor Linda Wyatt, Consultant California Department of Education Programs for the Blind and Visually Impaired
3:20 pm
Braille Enrichment for Learning & Literacy (BELL) comes to California.


A report and presentation by Kia Vaca, BELL Coordinator and member NFB of California Board of Directors.

3:35 pm                      2013 Chemistry Camp, a program of the NFB of California and Accessible 
                                   Science.  Founder and coordinator Henry (Hoby) Wedler.

3:45pm                      What Are Good Skills and Where Do We Get Them? NFB Colorado Center
                                   for the Blind, Brent Batron, Director of Youth Services and Dan Burke,

                                   Academic Coordinator.  Louisiana Center for the Blind, Ever Lee Hairston; 

                                   member of the Board of Directors of Louisiana Center for the Blind;

                                   member Board of Directors National Federation of the Blind; First Vice

                                   President National Federation of the Blind of California.
4:15 pm                    Panel:  Employed blind people.  Therese Gardner, Rehabilitation Counselor; 

                                 Lisa Maria Martinez, Professional Fundraiser; Miguel Mendez, Collections
                                 Agent; Robert Stigile, Assistive Technology Instructor
5:00 pm                    Adjournment.

7:00  -     midnight  Banquet – California Salon 2, 3, & 4. 
Mistress of Ceremonies, Ever Lee Hairston, First Vice President NFB of California and member NFB Board of Directors.
Introductions


        Invocation


        Auction of Chapter Gift baskets, Auctioneer, Hoby Wedler

        Keynote Speaker, Cathy Jackson, Member Board of Directors National  
        Federation of the Blind, and President National Federation of the Blind of 
        Kentucky.   


       Presentation of NFBC Scholarships.


       Charters & Awards


       iPad Drawing
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Sunday, October 13, 2013
9:00 am
General Session Call to Order, Mary Willows, President NFB of California 



California Salon 1 & 2


Invocation- Cheryl Thurston, President Inland Empire Chapter NFB of California
9:10 am
Elections.  Report of nominating committee.  There are four positions on the 


Board of Directors, which are up for election.  One is Karen Steele, two is Jason 



Holloway, three is Jana Littrell, four is Rochelle Houston.
 9:40 am
Resolutions, Chair Person, Robert Stigile.

10:00 am
“Preserving Financial Independence”- Blind Enterprises Program (BEP).

Kevan Worley, President Worley Enterprises.  
10:15 am
Financial Report, Melissa Sanders, Treasurer NFB of California.

10:45 am
“Why I am A Federationist” - Rochelle Houston, President Pathfinders Chapter 


NFB of California.

11:05 am
“Newsline for the Blind”, a newspaper reading service -  Jason Holloway.
11:30 am
Reports, Raffles, Drawings.

12:00 pm
Adjourn.
