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OIB and Related Community-Based Services for People Who Are Blind or Have Low Vision 
Fact Sheet 

Summary:
Older Individuals who are Blind, or OIB, supports people age 55 and older who are blind or have low vision and need independent living services. This section also addresses related community-based services for people who are blind or have low vision. These services help people learn skills for safe travel, technology use, daily living, self-advocacy, adjustment to blindness, and community 
participation. 

Why this matters: 
• Many people lose vision later in life and need training, tools, counseling, and peer connection to stay independent. 
• Community-based services reduce isolation and help people remain at home and connected to family, work, health care, and community life. 
• Delays or funding shifts can mean people wait longer to travel safely, manage medication, cook, use technology, read information, or stay connected. 
• Funding for services to adults who are blind or have low vision in California covers only about 3 percent of the need. 
• These funding levels have now been reduced by approximately two-thirds, putting even more pressure on community-based services. 
• These reductions make transparency, federal funding, state supplemental funding, and timely access even more urgent. These programs rely heavily on federal funding, but advocates are also making state budget asks because state support can help protect access when federal funds do not meet the full need. 

Ask: 
• Protect and strengthen OIB and related community-based services for people who are blind or have low vision. 
• Support timely access for people with high needs, including older adults, rural communities, people who are DeafBlind, and people with multiple disabilities. 
• Ask for transparency about waitlists, service delays, and funding changes. 
• Balance system-level funding with direct community-based services that people actually use. 
• Ask DOR to act to claim all available federal funds, including Social Security reimbursement dollars. 
• Ask the Legislature to provide state funding to supplement federal money so OIB and related community-based services for people who are blind or have low vision can meet more of the need. We are asking for $5 million.

Source links: 
• LightHouse Protect Access Day of Action page 
WE NEED YOU: Protect Access. Join Us in Sacramento on May 26 - LightHouse for the Blind and Visually Impaired

• DOR Older Individuals who are Blind program 
https://dor.ca.gov/Home/OIB

• DOR Blind Field Services 
https://dor.ca.gov/Home/BlindFieldServices

• DOR Orientation Center for the Blind 
https://www.dor.ca.gov/Home/OCB

• California Council of the Blind (CCB) 
https://ccbnet.org/drupal7/

If you have any questions or want to speak further about sponsoring this budget request, please contact Regina Brink, Director of Governmental Affairs for the California Council of the Blind, at regina.brink@ccbnet.org or by phone at (800)221-6359 option 3. 
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