April 13, 2019 Chapter Meeting
National Federation of the Blind, California
San Fernando Valley Chapter

The meeting was called to order at 10 am.
The question for the day:  What was your most embarrassing moment  in either High School or College? 
Jaymee Castillo led the Pledge of Allegiance, NFB pledge and the 1 minute message.  

In attendance: 24 total (23 members and 1 guest)
Robert Stigile - President, Candace Luther, Rochelle Yohai, Betsy Estrada, Julian Vargas, Jaymee, Joe Otoole, Nicole Matheny, Jo Anne Seaman, Terry Almy, Ron Hilliard, Racquel Decipeda, John Albarran, Steven Lee, Lynne Nishihara, Nancy Albarran, Jane Suh, Katherine Bliss, Rosemarie Punzel Lynne - guest, Joy Stigile, Sheila biglang-awa - Secretary,  Juanita Herrera -  Vice President, Malik Mokhtar - Treasurer and Keith Cabala.                     

Announcement:
Jo Anne will visit Tom Grimsley.
Joy discussed about her housekeeping. Her housekeeper had cleaned the house last Monday and she made sure yesterday that she cleaned and sanitized it  in order for everybody not to catch colds/germs because Robert had coulds for a couple of weeks. But already today, someone had used the bathroom and left it a mess. She was requesting everyone to please be conscious and be careful.
Racquel had 2 announcements. The first was a sad news about Jack Caulfield, one of our supporting member had passed away a week & a half ago.
Then she announced the Hearts for Sight’s first fundraising of the year. It’s Spring Fling picnic at Stevenson Park in Carson. They’ll have music playing by DJ Saxy Jeff. The actual HFS logo is a carrot guy with a white cane and eyeglasses. You’ll have an opportunity to join in with their live carrot mascot in a photo booth. There will be also a massage station. A 10 minute massage will be $10 fee. Sheila will be one of the massage therapist. The entrance fee will be $20. Combined total for the entrance fee and the massage will be $30. Food will be Louisiana/New Orleans style including Jambalaya and ice cream. Date will be on the 27th of this month from 11 am to 3 pm. Just to let you know that the Hearts for Sight’s mission is to break down barriers of health and fitness that restricts blind and visually impaired people. They provide adaptive fitness program services. They already have started activities this year like bike ride which they will have it again this May. They also have Yoga classes where they recruit sighted volunteers partner with a blind participant. Our Yoga instructor is very verbal and easy to understand. They also do hiking event with sighted volunteers as well. The actual objective is to have people go out, be active, be healthy and adapt healthy lifestyle. So, please come join and support them. 
Julian announced a new app called Voice Dream Scanner. It is worth $6. It can take pictures in writing and have it read back to you. A great tool to have. Another app that’s good to have and to download is the AIRA. Available in IPhone and Android. If you don’t have an account, you can sign in as a guest. Once you set up the guest account, you can use it for some places for free access such as the LAX, all Target stores in the San Fernando Valley, AT&T, Spectrum in Irvine and Walgreens. And the company keeps on adding more and more location for free access.
Julian mentioned that the Applebee’s little terminal on their tables are already accessible.
Robert announced that the Access Services will be starting to allow riders if they have the ability, to make their own reservations either through a computer or through Ride Share app on your phone. They are slowly starting to use Uber drivers for Access trips. For now they are using Uber drivers solely for the Parents to School Program. Stay tune for more development.
He added that the President of his fishing club is still working in getting a fishing trip for everyone. It would be easy for him if a Thursday or Friday be open for people. He needed to know from anyone which     day works. He sent the fishing form out the other day and needed those to be filled out.
The other thing that he would like to mention is that he’s been working with Mike Asire of AIRA who handles the job program. Meaning if someone is working and would like to have their employer to become a Site Access, then he’s the right guy to approach. He can help to make it happen. Just send him an email at mike.asire@aira..io. 

Committee Report
Fundraising
Sheila did a recap of what they have discussed from the Fundraising conference call last March 27th. Members that were on the call were: Candace, Ron, Robert and Joy, Terry and Racquel. She mentioned that out of the list that they have discussed on the first conference call in January, there were 2 fundraisers came through which is the Chipotle and Bob’s Big boy. So, from that list, the group discussed on having Sizzlers, Shaky’s, bowling and movie night. So she laid out to the Chapter what she had done so far. With Shakey’s, she was told that we can have a fundraiser for 4 hours only during the weekdays or week nights. NO Fridays, Saturdays or Sundays. They’re giving 20% back to our organization. Then with Sizzlers, we can do an all day event from their opening hour still their closing time. But they can only give 15%. She’s also working with AMC theaters and Regency for the movie night which she’s waiting for an answer from them. Finally, with the bowling event, she’s working with 4 bowling places. So, stay tune for more details. 
Robert added that any checks from the fundraisers should made out to the Affiliate and should me mailed to them. Then the affiliate will do the process of writing out the check and mailing it to us.
Nancy also wants everyone to keep in mind that whenever we have fundraisers to please, bring money to cover the cost of your purchase.
Robert also interjected about the purchase of the See’s Candy and would like to let everyone know that it is not necessary to pay upfront when you take your orders. What it is important is that you know the amount of money that you owe. Most importantly that you need to know is that you are going to need to pay for it.  

Sports and Activities
Juanita haven’t had a conference call for this quarter but would like to have one to discuss some ideas that she have from  the very last conference call that happened in November of last year. She mentioned a wine tasting or beer crawl. There’s a winery place in West Hills called Malibu Wine and Beer Garden. You can purchase food. They have an outdoor place with music for you to dine. Valet parking is provided for $6.
She also mentioned that Robert had sent out forms for fishing license. The more people will sign up and submit the form, the more they could plan it out for the date. She will put out an email for a conference call. They were planning to have the call on a Wednesday at 8 pm. See email for details.

Social Media.
Jaymee had seen an increase from the people who would like to follow from Facebook, the San Fernando Valley Chapter account. Contact her her for those who are interested to be added on the list.

Secretary Report.
Joy made a motion to accept the March minutes as is. Seconded by Terry and the motion carries.

Treasury Report
Very minor which is supposed to be a period after number instead of a comma.

National Convention
The agenda will be out on the first part of June. Robert would like to make sure that members that are going will have the agenda. Last month, he posted an email letting everyone know about the Chapter grants. He read the names of the people who are going to receive grants: Ron, Candace, Jane, Karen Elo and Malik. He also knows that Juanita, Terry, Joy and he are going.      

Robert mentioned about an email that he sent out about the legislation. 2 or our bills right now which are the Affordable Technology Accessibility Act and the Competitive Appointment Act. Both bill numbers in the Senate in the House. One of the Senators co-signed already. He would really like to encourage all of us to make calls. He added, that every State, at the bottom of those bills, there is a list of what Congressional members a Senators are co-sponsors. You can look at that so you know who to call. He’s encouraging everyone and your friends to call your Congress. Call your Congressional member and ask them to co-sponsor those bills and get those go through.            
He mentioned a President Release in the past where our National President had talked about the Membership Initiative. The problem is that they will only issue the coins to and /Affiliate when every single Chapter and Division has submitted their membership list. In California, we have 2 chapters and 1 Division that is not complete. As soon as those 3 submit their membership forms into the National Office then they will review it. Once confirm, then they will be able to issue our membership coins.    
Another topic from the Presidential Release is the renovation of the National Center. They have started construction on the building. They came up with enough room to house a 75 people at one time. Hoping that it will all get done by September. To find out more, please contact Robert. You will also hear it in one of the highlights at the National Convention. You can also listen to the Presidential Release yourself on your device such as Alexa.

Jaymee talked about the info from the California Scientist Center. It is an exhibit about dog simulation from the Museum of Science and Industry. Exhibit will run until June 9th.

Racquel shared about Joseph Burton’s Facebook post last March that they’ve been a part of an Entrepreneurship Program at the Dominguez Hills. She joined a speech competition and it was her first time joining. She went through several elimination rounds and she got all the way till the end. She won the 1st place! Congratulations Racquel!      

50/50 raffle $35. Robert won $17.50.           

Betsy made the motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Jaymee. The meeting was adjourned at 12 noon.

Respectfully submitted by:
Sheila Marie B.C.
Cell: 818.404.7646
Chapter Secretary and
Chair of Fundraising Committee 
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