
	National Federation of the Blind of Florida
Greater Jacksonville Chapter
	Saturday, January 10th, 2026
Location: Colonial Point Condominiums, (Clubhouse at front entrance)
5201 Atlantic Blvd.
Jacksonville, Fl 32207
	The meeting was called to order at 10:07 AM.
	Welcome and Introductions
President: Russ Davis
Vice President: Peggy Fleischer
Secretary: Fallon Minichiello
Treasurer: Jason Keve
Board Member: Patricia Williams
Board Member: Adriann Keve
Board Member: Sarah Jacobs
Members: Marita Winston, Kaye Baker, David Fleischer, Andy Rood, Jose Morales, Charles McCormick, Richard Thompson, Tanya Thompson.
Visitors: Hakim Muhammad, Jasmine Watson, Joe Minichiello, and Melvin Neer.
	NFB Pledge, and Belief Statement; Recited by all: We recited the Pledge of Allegiance, Andy recited the NFB pledge, and Russ recited the NFB belief statement.
	Secretary’s report, (November)  - Fallon - (to be emailed to all current and active members in separate email): Peggy motioned to accept the minutes as distributed. Adriann seconded. The motion passed.
Treasurer’s reports, (November and December)  - Jason - (to be emailed to all current and active members in separate email): Fallon emailed both November and December’s treasurer’s reports to the chapter prior to the meeting. Jason read both reports out loud as follows: For November, the beginning and ending balance in the chapter’s checking account = $731.07. For November, Restricted Funds = $580.00; $100.00 - Braille and Education related expenditures, and $480.00 - Fundraising related expenditures from the Navy Wives. Non-Restricted Funds = $151.07. For November, the beginning and ending balance in the chapter’s savings account = $100.00. For PayPal, the beginning balance = $0.00, and the ending balance = $31.51. Kaye motioned to accept November’s treasurer’s report as read. Marita seconded. The motion passed. Before reading December’s report, restricted funds were discussed. For December, the beginning and ending balance in the chapter’s checking account = $731.07. For December, Restricted Funds = $580.00; $100.00 - Braille and Education related expenditures, and $480.00 - Fundraising related expenditures from the Navy Wives. Non-Restricted Funds = $151.07. For December, the beginning and ending balance in the chapter’s savings account = $100.00. For December, the beginning balance in PayPal = $31.51, and the ending balance = $14.52. Jose motioned to accept December’s treasurer’s report as read. Kaye seconded. The motion passed.
Membership summary and 2026 dues: Members can pay dues via PayPal at nfbjax@gmail.com. Members can also pay via check. Dues are due by March 31, but Jason needs to get our chapter roster and state obligations to Sylvia by February 28. Russ reviewed the chapter roster from 2025. Patricia asked if there is someone that calls older members and if anyone from last year needs to be contacted. We discussed who has paid dues already and who we still need to contact. We discussed the Sunshine Committee which Marty previously headed that took care of this task. Patricia was appointed to chair the Sunshine Committee.
	Chapter policies – annual review: Each year we have items that need to be voted upon. Fallon reviewed the document which contained the items that we needed to vote on. At our chapter meeting on November 5, 2022, we adopted a policy which states that if you did not attend state convention and participate, you do not get reimbursed for the costs of registration and banquet. Peggy motioned to keep this policy in place provided that funds are available. Patricia seconded. The motion passed. Peggy motioned to table our donations to the Affiliate PAC plan for now, not to donate to the National PAC plan for now, and revisit them both in June for possible one-time donations. Fallon seconded. The motion passed. Peggy motioned to keep the amount for the President’s discretionary funds at $150. Adriann seconded. The motion passed. Marita motioned to keep the chapter’s Zoom account. Adriann seconded. The motion passed.
	Events - Chapter gatherings since last meeting in November: We discussed the holiday gathering at Mellow Mushroom and our New Year’s Day gathering at Jax Beach Brunch House. Latoya was not at the meeting to give her events committee report, but Fallon mentioned putting together a calendar of events. Latoya will have more information regarding  suggestions for events or events/fundraisers at next month’s meeting. Russ thanked those who coordinated our recent events.
	Legislative advocacy and concerns update – Washington Seminar - Russ and Adriann: Russ discussed Washington Seminar and thanked those who have attended legislative meetings. Russ will head the North team, and Adriann and Camille will work the East team. The Access Technology Affordability Act, (ATAA), the Blind Americans Return To Work Act, and Protecting Education, Employment, and Independent Living Programs For Blind Americans will be the issues discussed at Washington Seminar. This last one is a talking point they will discuss with their staff. These programs include Independent  Living programs, elder programs, Randolph-Sheppard Programs, NLS, Free Matter of the Blind, IDEA, and the RSA.
	Fundraising project– City Pop - Peggy: At the time of the meeting we have raised $225 and need to move some for the students which is where the link we have been sending out has been going. Peggy will send Fallon an updated link to send to the chapter which will be directly for our chapter. The fundraiser has been extended until January 31. Kaye discussed doing other fundraisers such as 50/50 raffles.
	NFB-Greater Jacksonville and Rotary Club joint project – Meta Smart Glasses for Duval and St. Johns County blind and low vision residents - committee update: Kaye described the project for those who did not know. We are still taking applications and have awarded glasses to our first two recipients Charles and Latoya. Funds will run out June 30, but we are looking in to extending the grant due to our late start. Fallon will send out the application again to the chapter. If any one knows anyone that could benefit from this or would like to apply themselves, please send them the application.
	NFB of Florida fundraiser Cruise, October 18th - 25th, 2026 - Kaye: The deadline for full payment is June 20. The interior cabins are $1,200 per person and $1,400 per person for balcony cabins. They have sold half of the available spaces. Fallon will send out an email regarding the cruise including booking information.
	NFB of Florida 2026 annual Affiliate convention - Russ: Patricia asked if the chapter has any expenses regarding the state convention. Kaye advised out greatest expense is the hospitality suite, but we get donations for that to offset the cost. We will be co-hosting with the Tallahassee chapter. We will begin convention planning meetings starting in February. If you are  interested on serving on the convention planning committee, please let Peggy know. National convention was briefly discussed. Fallon will send information she has regarding that to the chapter.
	Jacksonville Transportation Authority – Changes upcoming with UZURV – Russ, Jose, Adriann and all: At the time of the meeting, there was conflicting information about whether UZURV would stay in Jacksonville, but what is known was that JTA has informed JTAC that they will be rolling Connection Plus/UZURV in to Connection to address concerns JTAC has raised throughout the past two years regarding UZURV. Russ, Jose, and Adriann advised of what they knew and that JTA would present more specifics at the next JTAC meeting on February 12, 2026 at the JTRC 100 La Villa Center Dr Jacksonville, Florida 32204 from 4:00-6:00 PM. After JTA’s presentation regarding the changes, attendees will have a chance to comment on what UZURV has meant to them. Fallon motioned that we write up a resolution from the chapter for JTA to keep UZURV in its current form. Richard seconded. The motion passed. Russ will follow up with Camille regarding the process of getting it drafted, and if this is done by the time of the JTAC meeting, Fallon will present it at the JTAC meeting. We also discussed Connection same day service that is being implemented. There have been several community meetings regarding all of the changes with more taking place within the next week in addition to the JTAC meeting. Fallon will email these upcoming meetings to the chapter.
	Next meeting date – Russ and members: Our next meeting will be at February 7 at 10:00 AM hybrid at the CIL and on Zoom..
	Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 12:38 P M.

Respectfully submitted,
Fallon Minichiello
National Federation of the Blind of Florida
Greater Jacksonville Chapter Secretary

