
	Event: Monthly meeting of the National Federation of the Blind of Florida Greater Jacksonville Chapter
Date/Time: April 4, 2026 10:00 AM-12:00 PM
Location: Center for Independent Living Jacksonville
2709 Art Museum Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32207
	Welcome and Introductions, and a hardy hello to our visitors: The meeting was called to order at 10:03 AM.
In attendance:
President: Russ Davis
Vice President: Peggy Fleischer
Secretary: Fallon Minichiello
Treasurer: Jason Keve
Board Member: Patricia Williams
Board Member: Adriann Keve
Board Member: Sarah Jacobs
Members: Andy Rood, April Pitts, Jermaine Raymer, Rachel Straneva, Michelle Raymond, David Fleischer, Bob Ivey, Brittany Brearley, Jose Morales, Charles McCormick, Latoya Kendrick
Visitors: Chris Pitts, Debra Davis, and Barry Akins
	NFB Pledge, and Belief Statement; Recited by all: Andy recited the pledge, and Russ recited the 1 minute message.
	Secretary’s report, March: Peggy motioned to accept the minutes as distributed. Michelle seconded. The motion passed.
	Treasurer’s report, March: Russ and Jason need to make sure that restricted funds are being applied correctly due to the amount of transactions we have for March and will have for April. Michelle motioned to table March’s treasurer’s report until next month. Jermaine seconded. The motion passed.
	Board meeting: We will have a board meeting on April 9 at 8:30 PM via zoom. We will discuss committees and where we see the chapter throughout the rest of the year.
	Membership guidelines from our national office - Russ: Peggy read a document entitle National Federation of the Blind of Florida Membership Practices regarding membership in our organization which we discussed. Among the highlights are that you cannot be a officer in the NFB and be a member in any organization that is in contravention to us which includes the American Council of the Blind, (ACB), lifetime memberships are not encouraged, and that if you are a member of a chapter of the NFB, you are automatically a member of the affiliate. We also discussed organizations that are not in contravention with us which includes the FFB. Russ and Peggy will send Fallon the document to send to the chapter.
	The National Federation of the Blind, our beginnings, our fundamental beliefs  and our future – Russ and all members: Russ discussed the beginnings of the NFB, how the ACB was formed, and the differences in our philosophies.
	Nominations for new members – All members: Barry was accepted as a new member. 
	Dissolving Diabetes - Debra Davis, (guest speaker): Debra gave a presentation regarding her organization Dissolving Diabetes. She discussed a 3K walk that took place on March 15 at Riverside and thanked Jose and Latoya for their contributions. She described the organization and advised of events that are coming up; another walk on April 11 from 10:00 AM-12:00 PM, which she passed out flyers for which Russ will send Fallon a copy of so that she can send it to the chapter, a virtual boot camp on May 26 which will start at 7:00 PM which is a weight loss program and focuses on dissolving type 2 diabetes, the correlation between A1C and gaining weight, staying hydrated, being physically active, and getting plenty of rest. If you A1C is from 5.7-6.4, you are considered pre diabetic, and if your A1C is greater than 6.4, you are a type 2 diabetic. You can find out more information about this and more about diabetes in general, which we discussed, at dissolvingdiabetes.com. She advised there are also t-shirts available for $20 to support the organization, and the sizes go up to 3XL. Russ will also send Fallon their events for her to send to the chapter as well. If you want to register for the walk, you can contact Debra at 904-450-5953.
	Jacksonville Transportation Authority – Uber and more - Russ: JTA has partnered with Uber to transport customers of Connexion and Connexion plus/UZURV and is only available during Connexion’s operating hours which are from 5:30 AM-11:30 PM. The customer will pay $3.50, and JTA will pay for up to $20 for each ride. Any amount that the trip costs which goes over the $20 mark will be paid by the rider. To opt in to the program, you should click on the link in the email sent by JTA. A form will display that needs to be filled out by you, the rider. You will need your name, your JTA customer ID and your home address. Once the form is submitted to JTA, the vouchers will be loaded into your Uber account. You will receive a text shortly after submitting the form to confirm you Uber account. Ten trips will be loaded per week. If you do not use all of the rides given to you in any given voucher, the rides will disappear and a new voucher of ten rides will be loaded the next week. Uber will let you know via notification each day how many rides you have left on the voucher. You may schedule your trips in advance, or schedule them when you need them whichever is best for you. Russ will confirm if you can do multiple stops with these vouchers. Several members discussed their experiences with the program so far. The differences between Uber and UZuRV were also discussed.
	NFB-Greater Jacksonville and Rotary Club joint project – Meta Smart Glasses for Duval and St. Johns County blind and low vision residents - committee update: Latoya was presented with her Meta glasses. Charles and Melvin were already presented with theirs. The committee met on March 11 and approved five more applications which includes April. The five pairs for our recent winners were ordered on April 3.
	Chapter Shirts: Peggy reminded everyone that chapter shirts can still be ordered at $25.00 per shirt for sizes S-XL, $27.00 for 2X and $28.00 for 3X. Peggy still needs to check if youth shirt sizes are available. Payment will be required up front prior to the order being placed. Orders will be accepted through May 1st. You can pay via PayPal at nfbjax@gmail.com, and in the PayPal note, please put the size and quantity for the order. Membership is required for purchase. Members were encouraged to wear their new chapter shirts at state convention.
	NFB of Florida 2026 annual Affiliate convention - Peggy: Speaking of state convention, the convention planning committee had it first closed convention meeting on March 26 and were assigned tasks to complete for the convention. Some of the assignments include Fallon and Aron Faxon from the Tallahassee chapter putting together the transportation guide and Fallon and Jermaine putting together the restaurant guide. We would like input from chapter members on what their favorite restaurants are no matter where they are located. Jermaine will put together a Google or Microsoft form for the chapter to fill out and will send it to Fallon for her feedback. Questions for the form were discussed.
	Affiliate Cruise: Peggy reminded everyone that there is still time to book your cabin on the affiliate cruise which is from October 18-25. Peggy described the cruise. The final payment is due June 30. For more information, contact Cindy Kiper at Dream Vacations at 813-418-0647
	2026 FFB Jacksonville Vision Walk - Adriann: Adriann described this year’s FFB Vision Walk which will be on April 25 at Jacksonville University. Registration will start at 9:00 AM. Adriann and Latoya both have teams that will be participating in the walk. Russ has information about the walk and links to support Adriann and Latoya’s teams which he will send to Fallon to send to the chapter. 
	National Convention: There will be a affiliate sponsorship to attend national convention for $200 per person and favors first time attendees and has not opened yet. It was decided we would address giving chapter attendees for national convention a stipend at next month’s meeting.
	Next meeting date – Russ and members: Our next meeting will be on May 2 at 10:00 AM hybrid at the CIL and on zoom. Dr. Emily Townsend will be our guest speaker.
	Adjournment: April motioned to adjourn the meeting. Andy seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 12:07 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Fallon Minichiello
National Federation of the Blind of Florida
Greater Jacksonville Chapter Secretary

