FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FROM: National Federation of the Blind

DATE: January 12, 2009

TO: All Media

CONTACT: Marion Gwizdala, President


         East Hillsborough Chapter


         National Federation of the Blind 


         (813) 626-2789

RE: Blind to Participate in National Day of Service

President-elect Barak Obama has proclaimed Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, January 19, 2009 as a National Day of Service. The goal is for MLK Day to reignite the American tradition of service and volunteerism across the nation. The National Federation of the Blind is coordinating several events around the country to observe the national day of Service.

“We want to take this opportunity to demonstrate that the blind are capable of participating in every aspect of society,” says Marion Gwizdala, the President of the East Hillsborough Chapter of the NFB.

Many view the blind as the beneficiaries of charitable work, but the Federation wants to change the public’s perception of blindness. By reaching out to be of service to the community, they show that the blind, like their sighted neighbors, can make a positive impact on the lives of others.


The National Federation of the Blind will conduct a clothing and personal hygiene products collection for the benefit of New Life Unity Church’s homeless outreach program. Items of warm, new or gently used clothing and personal hygiene products, such as soap, hand sanitizer, deodorant, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, razors, shaving cream, combs, and feminine products, as well as blind and sighted Volunteers to help collect and organize donations are greatly appreciated. This project will be held at New Life Unity Church, located at 13540 N. Florida Avenue, just north of Fletcher Avenue in Woodfield Square, between the hours of 9:00 am and 2:00 pm. 
For more information about the National Day of Service, you may go to

http://www.usaservice.org

For more information about the national Federation of the blind’s participation in the National Day of Service, please contact

Marion Gwizdala, President

East Hillsborough Chapter

National Federation of the Blind

813-626-2789

800-558-8261

president@blind411.org
# # #
If you come….

WHAT: National Day of Service

EVENT: Clothing & Personal Hygiene Products Collection

WHEN: January 19, 2009 (Martin Luther King, Jr. Day & National Day of Service

WHERE: New Life Unity Church


    13540 N. Florida Avenue


    Suite 104


    Tampa, FL 33613


    (Just north of the intersection of N. Florida & Fletcher Avenues)

TIME: 9:00 am until 2:00 pm

For more information, contact

Marion Gwizdala

National Federation of the Blind

813-626-2789

president@blind411.org

