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Vision Caucus Chairman and Nonprofit Leader

Announce Agenda for the 2009 Florida Vision Summit

The Chairman of the Florida Legislature’s Vision Caucus, Representative Kurt Kelly (R-Ocala), and the President of the nonprofit Florida Association of Agencies Serving the Blind (FAASB), Robert Kelly, (no relation) today announced the full Agenda for the 2009 Florida Vision Summit being held at the State Capitol on Tuesday, February 10, 2009.

The 2009 Florida Vision Summit (third annual) is co-hosted by the 55-member Florida Legislature’s Vision Caucus and the statewide nonprofit FAASB. The Vision Summit will begin with a Legislative Breakfast on the 22nd floor of the Florida Capitol from 7:30 to 8:40 AM. The General Session will follow from 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM in the Florida House Chambers on the 4th floor of the State Capitol. Both events are free and open to the public.

Speaking at the Breakfast will be: Lt. Governor Jeff Kottkamp (invited); Representative Kurt Kelly; FAASB president Robert Kelly, who is also Executive Director of the Florida Lions Conklin Center for the Blind in Daytona Beach; and Mr. Paul Kaminsky, Commander USN-Retired, who is president of the Blinded Veterans Association of Florida. Additionally, there will be musical entertainment by three youth from the Miami Lighthouse for the Blind and Visually Impaired Transition Program: Ms. Mirna Garcia, Ms. Natalia Sulca, and Mr. Omar Banegas.

Additional speakers at the General Session from the public sector include: Governor Charlie Crist (invited); Senator Stephen R. Wise (R-Jacksonville); Florida Commissioner of Education, Dr. Eric J. Smith, PhD; Florida State Surgeon General & Secretary of the Florida Department of Health, Ana Viamonte Ros, MD, MPH; Secretary of the Florida Department of Elder Affairs, E. Douglas Beach, PhD; Tallahassee Community College President, Dr. William D. Law, PhD; Director of the Florida Division of Blind Services, Ms. Joyce Hildreth; and Florida State University College of Education Dean, Dr. Marcy Driscoll, PhD.
Speakers at the General Session from the private sector include: Florida Society of Ophthalmology President, Dr. S. Akbar Hasan, MD; Florida Optometric Association President, Dr. R. Andrew Wiles, OD; Professional Opticians of Florida Past President, Mr. R. Joe Simmons, LDO; FAASB Vice President, Dr. Elly du Pré, DPA, who is Executive Director of Lighthouse of Broward; Miami Lighthouse for the Blind & Visually Impaired President & CEO, Ms. Virginia A. Jacko; Lighthouse Central Florida President & CEO, Ms. Lee Nasehi, MSW; Florida’s Vision Quest founder, Ms. Nancy Jeppesen; International Association of Lions Clubs Board of Directors member, Mr. Neil R. Spencer; former State Representative, The Honorable Loranne Ausley, who is Chair of the Whole Child Leon Steering Committee; National Federation of the Blind NEWSLINE Director, Ms. Sabrina Deaton; Director of Access Services, North Campus, Miami-Dade College, Mr. Paul Edwards; former nurse & author, Ms. Barbara Kiger; former accountant & rehabilitation aide, Ms. Yvette Muir; Tallahassee attorney, Ms. Elizabeth Ricci; and Florida State University student, Ms. Emily Townsend.

Numerous distinguished nonprofit organizations participated in the planning of the 2009 Florida Vision Summit including: the Blinded Veterans Association – Florida (BVAF), the Florida Council of the Blind (FCB); Florida Families of Children with Visual Impairment (FFCVI); the National Federation of the Blind of Florida (NFBF); Prevent Blindness Florida (PBF) and the 14 community-based nonprofit organizations statewide that comprise FAASB.
Additionally, numerous organizations and businesses are underwriters of the 2009 Florida Vision Summit including: Allergan; Florida Optometric Association; Florida Society of Ophthalmology; Miami Lighthouse for the Blind; Florida’s Vision Quest; Professional Opticians of Florida; Tallahassee Community College; American Logistics Company; Clemons Rutherford Architects; Florida Council of the Blind; Hiers-Baxley Funeral Services; National Federation of the Blind of Florida; Northwood Centre; Prevent Blindness Florida; Rose, Sundstrom & Bentley, LLC; and Southeast Guide Dogs.

Following is the complete Agenda for the Legislative Breakfast and the General Session.

Legislative Breakfast

Tuesday, February 10, 2009

7:30 AM – 8:40 AM, 22nd Floor, The State Capitol

7:30 AM

Buffet Breakfast Service

7:50 AM

Call to Order








The Honorable Kurt Kelly



















Member, Florida House of Representatives



















Chair, Florida Legislature’s Vision Caucus

7:52 AM

Invocation & 








Mr. Paul W. Kaminsky






Pledge of Allegiance






Commander, USN-Retired


















President, Blinded Veterans Assoc.-Florida

7:55 AM

Entertainment








Ms. Mirna Garcia & Ms. Natalia Sulca



















Accompanied by Mr. Omar Banegas



















Miami Lighthouse Transition Program

8:05 AM

Welcome Remarks &





The Honorable Kurt Kelly





Introductions








Member, Florida House of Representatives



















Chair, Florida Legislature’s Vision Caucus
8:15 AM

Welcome Remarks &





Mr. Robert Kelly






Introductions








President, FAASB














Executive Director













Florida Lions Conklin Center for the Blind

8:25 AM

Introduction of 







The Honorable Kurt Kelly






Guest Speaker








Member, Florida House of Representatives



















Chair, Florida Legislature’s Vision Caucus

8:30 AM

Remarks










Guest Speaker



















(To be announced)

8:40 AM

Adjourn

General Session

Tuesday, February 10, 2009

8:30 AM – 12:30 PM, House Chamber, 4th Floor, The State Capitol

9:00 AM

Call to Order








The Honorable Kurt Kelly



















Member, Florida House of Representatives



















Chair, Florida Legislature’s Vision Caucus

9:01 AM

Invocation & 








Mr. Paul W. Kaminsky, Cdr, USN-Ret






Pledge of Allegiance






President, Blinded Veterans Assoc.-Florida

9:05 AM

Singing of the








Ms. Mirna Garcia






National Anthem







Miami Lighthouse Transition Program

9:10 AM

Welcome Remarks






The Honorable Kurt Kelly





From Co-Host: Vision Caucus


Member, Florida House of Representatives



















Chair, Florida Legislature’s Vision Caucus

9:15 AM

Welcome Remarks






The Honorable Stephen R. Wise






From Florida Senate






Member, Florida Senate

9:20 AM

Welcome Remarks






Dr. Elly du Pré, DPA






From Co-Host: FAASB





Vice President, FAASB



















Executive Director, Lighthouse of Broward

9:25 AM

Welcome Remarks






Ms. Joyce Hildreth






From Division of Blind Services


Director, Division of Blind Services


















Florida Department of Education

Special Focus: Children & Youth
9:30 AM

The Role of the Florida





The Honorable Ana Viamonte Ros, MD





Department of Health





State Surgeon General


















Secretary, Florida Department of Health
9:40 AM

Presentation of the 






The Honorable Kurt Kelly






Statesman of Vision Award



Member, Florida House of Representatives



















Chair, Florida Legislature’s Vision Caucus

9:45 AM

Remarks &









The Honorable Loranne Ausley






Personal Perspective






Chair



















Whole Child Leon Steering Committee

9:50 AM

Remarks & Introduction of



Dr. William D. Law, PhD






Dr. Eric J. Smith, PhD





President



















Tallahassee Community College

9:55 AM

Educating Florida’s
 Blind



The Honorable Eric J. Smith, PhD





& Visually Impaired Children


Commissioner of Education






(Pre-K-12)









Florida Department of Education

10:05 AM

Florida’s Vision Quest





Ms. Nancy Jeppesen






A Statewide Program





President, Florida’s Vision Quest

10:15 AM

FSU Teacher Education




Dr. Marcy Driscoll, PhD






Program in Visual Impairment


Dean, College of Education



















Florida State University

10:25 AM

Remarks &









Ms. Elizabeth Ricci






Personal Perspective






Attorney, Rambana & Ricci, PA

10:30 AM

Remarks &









Ms. Emily Townsend






Personal Perspective






Student, Florida State University

End of Special Focus: Children & Youth

10:35 AM

Dollars & Cents,







Ms. Joyce Hildreth






Understanding Federal





Director, Division of Blind Services





& State Funding







Florida Department of Education

10:45 AM

Advances in Ophthalmology



Dr. S. Akbar Hasan, MD


















President, Florida Society of Ophthalmology

Special Focus: Workforce
10:55 AM

The Adult Blind & Visually



Ms. Lee Nasehi, MSW






Impaired – At Work & 





President & CEO






Living Active Lives






Lighthouse Central Florida

11:05 AM

Remarks &









Ms. Sabrina Deaton






Personal Perspective






Director, National Federation of the Blind - 

















NEWSLINE

11:10 AM

Remarks &









Mr. Paul Edwards






Personal Perspective






Director of Access Services



















North Campus, Miami-Dade College

11:15 AM

Remarks &









Mr. Paul W. Kaminsky






Personal Perspective






Commander, USN-Retired


















President, Blinded Veterans Assoc.-Florida

End of Special Focus on Workforce

11:20 AM

Advances in Optometry





Dr. R. Andrew Wiles, OD



















President



















Florida Optometric Association

11:30 AM

Advances in Opticianry





Mr. R. Joe Simmons, LDO



















Past President


















Professional Opticians of Florida
11:40 AM

Special Presentation to 





Mr. Robert Kelly






The Florida Lions






President, FAASB



















Executive Director



















Florida Lions Conklin Center for the Blind

11:45 AM

Remarks










Mr. Neil R. Spencer



















Board of Directors, The International



















Association of Lions Clubs

Special Focus: Florida’s Blind & Visually Impaired Seniors
11:50 AM

The Role of the Florida





The Honorable E. Douglas Beach, PhD





Department of Elder Affairs



Secretary



















Florida Department of Elder Affairs

12:00 PM

Remarks &









Ms. Barbara Kiger






Personal Perspective






Former Nurse & Author

12:05 PM

Remarks &









Ms. Yvette Muir






Personal Perspective






Former Accountant & Rehabilitation Aide

End of Special Focus on Seniors

12:10 AM

Recap of the 2009






Ms. Virginia A. Jacko






Florida Vision Summit





President & CEO, Miami Lighthouse



















for the Blind & Visually Impaired

12:20 PM

Closing Remarks







The Honorable Kurt Kelly



















Member, Florida House of Representatives



















Chair, Florida Legislature’s Vision Caucus

12:30 PM

Adjourn
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