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NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF FLORIDA

2009 STATE CONVENTION

February 15, 2009
I invite you to attend our 2009 NFBF State Convention. This year’s convention will be held over the Memorial Day Weekend: 

Friday through Monday, May 22 - 25, 2009

at the Embassy Suites, Boca Raton

661 NW 53rd St.

Boca Raton, Florida  33487

(561) 994-8200 or 1-800-EMBASSY (1-800-362-2779)
As in the past, we have many exciting seminars planned, numerous adaptive equipment items on display in our exhibition hall, and an outstanding array of speakers, seminars, and events scheduled. Once again, we will host a popular Talking Book reader as a guest speaker.  

Childcare will be provided with pre-registration to the FL Parents of Blind Children seminars, which require an additional registration. For details, go to this website:  www.nfbflorida.com/childcare2009 or call 

1-866-808-2800.
Convention activities start Friday evening, with a reception for parents of blind and visually impaired children. There will also be open meeting of the NFBF Board of Directors and of the NFBF Resolutions Committee, and other not-to-be-missed surprises. 

General interest meetings begin Saturday, May 23, at 10 AM, with seminars on many informative topics, such as transportation, legislation, technology, guide dogs, merchants, senior concerns, and other timely topics relating to blindness. 
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There will also be an array of seminars for parents of blind and visually impaired children on Saturday, beginning at 9:00 AM. Kids Convention and teen activities will also begin at this time. The exhibition hall will open Saturday at 9:00 AM. A Hospitality Party and Auction will take place Saturday evening.   

On Sunday, May 24, the first general session will begin, featuring addresses from important governmental officials and representatives from agencies such as Social Security, the Division of Blind Services, and a variety of other interesting presenters. Additionally, we have scheduled a luncheon for the Student Division, a seminar for Parents of Blind Children, and much, much, more. The exhibition hall will again be open. On Sunday evening the annual NFBF banquet will be held. At this time, you will have the opportunity to hear a timely address from this year’s NFB National Representative, and the Student Scholarship winners will be presented.  

On Monday, May 25, we will hold our business session, at which time elections will be held. The convention will conclude at noon.   

The registration fee is $10 and the banquet tickets are $30.00 each. If you postpone paying until you arrive for the convention, the registration fee will be $15 and banquet tickets will be $35 each. So make your plans early to attend this enlightening and fun-filled convention. We need to receive your reservation by May 12 in order for you to qualify for the special registration and banquet package discount.

The Embassy Suites Boca Raton is an all-suite hotel. Suites feature a separate living room and bedroom, a microwave, a hair dryer, and a refrigerator. There is a pull out sleeper sofa in the living room and if you make your reservations early, you can ask for two double beds in the bed room area. This would accommodate 6 people. To make your room reservations, please call Embassy Suites Reservations at 1-800-362-2779.  
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Rooms are reserved on a first-come first-served basis. Your room reservation must be made by May 5 to guarantee our special hotel rate. When calling, ask for the National Federation of the Blind of Florida’s room rate of $95.00, plus tax, per night. 

Use the form on the last page of this letter to register for the convention and banquet. Feel free to make copies. You can also download additional copies at our website, www.nfbflorida.org. If you have questions, please feel free to send email inquiries to me at president@nfbflorida.org or call NFBF Secretary Sherri Brun at 1-866-808-2800. For inquiries regarding convention registration and banquet payments, contact NFBF Treasurer Gloria Mills Hicks by sending email to her at: 

treasurer@nfbflorida.org or calling 1-866-342-5080.  

We hope to see you in Boca Raton in May for the best NFBF Convention ever!

Sincerely,

Kathy Davis, President, NFBF
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Why You Should Be a Part of the

National Federation of the Blind of Florida

The National Federation of the Blind of Florida is an affiliate of the National Federation of the Blind, the oldest and largest organization of blind men, women, and children in the country.


The Federation was formed to help blind people achieve self-confidence and self-respect and to act as a vehicle for collective self-expression by the blind. Members of the NFB strive to educate the public that blind people are normal individuals who can compete on terms of equality. The NFB provides public education about blindness, information and referral services, scholarships, literature and publications, adaptive equipment and aids and appliances. We are a powerful advocacy organization through which services and protection of civil rights are paramount. In addition, The Federation is on the cutting edge by constantly working to develop and to evaluate new technology for blind people and their families. 

The National Federation of the Blind of Florida is a dynamic, growing organization. We currently have thirteen chapters in the following Florida communities:  Broward County, Daytona Beach, East Hillsborough County, Gainesville, Hernando/East Pasco Counties, Jacksonville, Martin County, Miami-Dade, Orlando, Palm Beach, Pinellas County, Polk County, St. Lucie County, Tallahassee, and Tampa Bay. Additional chapters will be formed in the near future.  

If you live in or near a geographic area where chapters are located, you should attend a meeting. We know you will want to join our ranks. You can find chapter contact information at www.nfbflorida.org or by calling NFBF President Kathy Davis at 1-888-282-5972. If you live in an area where we do not yet have a chapter, please consider joining the National Federation of the Blind of Florida as a Member at Large. You can do so for only $5 per year. Send your name, address, phone number, and email a
ddress (if applicable) along with your check or money order made payable to NFBF, to Treasurer Gloria Mills Hicks, at the address that appears at the bottom of the enclosed Convention Registration Form. We also welcome sighted members.
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National Federation of the Blind of Florida

Convention Registration Form May 22 — 25, 2009

Please list everyone who will be attending the convention so your name tags will be ready upon arrival. Use separate forms if necessary.

Name: ______________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________

City: _______________________________ Zip: _____________

Phone: ______________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

Are you a member of the NFB?  Yes____ No____ 

If so, what Chapter? _____________________________

Complete Pre-Registration (includes Banquet & Registration) $40.00)

 Number of people _____        Total amount enclosed: $_______

Banquet Entree Choices (number of each):

Fish _________ Chicken_________ Vegetarian (Pasta) _________

If you do not plan to attend the Banquet Sunday Night, the pre-registration fee for the convention will be $10. 
Number of people _____   

Enclosed $_______

If you do not pre-register, the fee will be $15 at the Convention. Banquet tickets, if available, will be $35 each at the convention. 


Please make check payable to “NFBF” and mail it with completed form(s) to:
Gloria Mills Hicks, Treasurer
3708 West Bay to Bay 
Blvd  

Tampa, FL 33629
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Kathy Davis, President
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