RECOMMENDATION A-9 – New PARTNERS, PROGRESS, and PLANS 

  **Recommendation A-9 - Increase the availability of training and educational opportunities for American Sign Language.  

PARTNERS

· DOE – Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services – office of the program specialist for the blind/visually impaired, deaf/hard-of-hearing, and deaf-blind programs

· Florida Coordinating Council for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing – person representing Florida’s Department of Education – Dawn Saunders 

· Florida Department of Education – Bureau of Student Achievement Through Language Acquisition – author of Survey 3 2008-2009 – http:www.fldoe.org/aala/.

· Florida Registry for Interpreters of the Deaf representative to the Florida Coordinating Council for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Lisa Schaefermeyer – for data on existing Educational Interpreter Evaluation and Quality Assurance programs. 

· Educational Interpreter Project at the University of North Florida – which administers the national interpreter certification tests EIPA and NIC and also offers professional exam preparation and professional development to exam candidates.

· Training and Education Programs Coordinator – Florida coordinating Council for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing – Valerie Stafford-Mallis

PROGRESS

o   Currently admissible under statute as Foreign Language – From Bryan Vaughan’s Progress Notes dated 26 January 2010
PLANS
· Explore making this part of the Awareness Campaign to encourage more school districts to offer. – From Bryan Vaughan’s Progress Notes dated 26 January 2010
· Compile current Interpreter Training Programs (ITP’s) using data on file at http://www.interpreterproject.org/interpreting.htm found on the website of DOE’s Educational Interpreter Project.  Perform gap analysis of program locations to determine equal geographical dispersion around the state.  Put a plan together to address unmet needs.
· Partner with Educational Interpreter Project to identify current screenings and evaluations that already exist (see Educational Interpreter Project listing under PARTNERS above) to ensure quality of interpreters and perform a gap analysis to determine any unmet needs.  Put a plan together to address unmet needs.
· Partner with Bureau of Student Achievement Through Language Acquisition to determine exactly which school districts currently offer ASL.  This organization’s website is http://www.fldoe.org/aala.  Examine how many districts offer the courses and the distribution of those districts around the State.  Perform a gap analysis of the data gathered to identify unmet needs.  Put a plan together to address unmet needs.
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