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NATIONAL FEDERATION

 OF THE BLIND

FLORIDA

Live the life you want.




2017 STATE CONVENTION 
Friday through Monday, May 26 - 29, 2017
tc  \l 1 "AUGUST 31, SEPTEMBER 1 and 2 "Doubletree by Hilton Downtown Orlando
60 South Ivanhoe Boulevard 
Orlando, Florida 32804
Phone: 407-425-4455
NFB PLEDGE

I pledge to participate actively
In the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind
To achieve Equality, Opportunity, 
And Security for the blind;
To support the policies and programs of the Federation;
And to abide by its constitution.
 Important Convention Information
You must be registered for the Convention to WIN door prizes and to qualify for the hotel’s special convention rates!

Door prizes will be awarded at general sessions and at the banquet. You must be PRESENT in the session or on approved NFB of Florida business to receive a door prize.
Please turn in auction items and door prizes at the NFB of Florida Registration Desk in the Pre-Function Foyer Friday, May 26 from 4:30 – 6:00 pm.
Exhibit Hall – Manatee Ballroom
Rafael Fernandez, Coordinator

Hours of operation:

Friday, May 26th: 5:00 to 10:00 pm
Saturday, May 27th: 12 Noon to 6:00 pm
Sunday, May 28th: 12:00 Noon to 5:00 pm
Please Note: This agenda is subject to change at any time without notice. 
Schedule of Convention Events
Friday May 26th
4:00 pm to 6:30 pm
NFB of Florida Convention Registration
Pre-Function Foyer 
Gloria Mills Hicks, Treasurer, NFB of Florida
6:00 pm to 10:00 pm 

Meet and Greet 
Pre-Function Foyer 

Come and meet Federationist you know and those you don’t know.
5:00 pm to 10:00 pm 

Exhibit Hall 
Manatee Ballroom 
7:00 pm to 7:50 pm 
NFB of Florida Resolutions Committee 

Anderson/Delaney Ballroom  
Dan Hicks, Chair, NFB of Florida Resolutions Committee

8:00 pm to 9:00 pm 


NFB of Florida Board Meeting 
Anderson/Delaney Ballroom  

Denise Valkema, President, NFB of Florida 
Join us for our open board meeting, and meet our NFB OF Florida 2017 Scholarship Winners!
9:00 pm to 10:00 pm


Mock Chapter meeting 

Anderson/Delaney Ballroom  

Facilitators: NFB of Florida Board of Directors
Come and learn how to conduct a chapter meeting.

Saturday May 27th
7:00 am to 8:30 am 
NFB of Florida 2017 Scholarship Breakfast 

Sumter Room 
Facilitator: Paul Martinez, Chair, NFB of Florida Scholarship Committee
NFB of Florida Scholarship Committee and 2017 Scholarship winners only
8:00 am to 8:55 am 
NFB of Florida Convention Registration 

Pre-Function Foyer  
Gloria Mills Hicks, Treasurer, NFB of Florida
General Session
9:00 am to 12:00 Noon

Anderson/Delaney Ballroom
9:00 am 


Call to Order 
Denise Valkema, President, NFB of Florida 
9:05 am 




Invocation  
Pastor Roberto Rojas Jr., Zion New Life Lutheran Church, Winter Garden, Florida

9:10 am 
NFB Pledge and the Pledge of Allegiance
Jerry Heichelbeck, Secretary, Central Florida Chapter 
9:15 am 




Official Greeting
Presentation of Proclamation 
Representative for Mayor Teresa Jacobs, Orange County Government and Representative for Mayor Buddy Dyer, City of Orlando
9:20 am




Roll Call of Chapters 
NFB of Florida Chapter Presidents or delegates 
9:30 am 




President's Report 
Denise Valkema, President, NFB of Florida 
9:50 am 
Report from our National Movement
Adelmo Vigil, President, NFB of New Mexico, NFB National Representative
10:20 am 




NFB-Newsline® Report 

Russ Davis, Chair, NFB of Florida Newsline® 

10:30 am 




NFB-Newsline® Marketer Report
Sherri Brun, Marketer, NFB of Florida Newsline®
10:40 am 




Division of Blind Services Report 
Robert Doyle, Director, Florida Division of Blind Services 

11:00 am 




“Why I am a Federationist”
Miranda Kilby, Second Vice President, NFB of Florida
11:05 AM




Communications Committee Update

Miranda Kilby, Chair, NFB of Florida
11:10 AM 




Crime Prevention Task Force
Brian MacNeel, Practitioner, Florida Crime Prevention Training Institute, Florida State Attorney General Office
11:20 AM




PAC Plan Report 
Merry Schoch, Chair, NFB of Florida PAC Plan Committee

11:25 AM




Fundraising Report 

Jorge Hernandez, Chair, NFB of Florida Fund Raising Committee

11:30 am 




Spotlight on Adaptive Technology 
Exhibitor’s Showcase 2017! 

11:55 am 




Announcements

12:00 noon



Adjourn

12:00 noon to 1:00 pm

Lunch Break 
12:00 noon to 12:50 pm
NFB of Florida Convention Registration 
Pre-Function Foyer

Gloria Mills Hicks, Treasurer, NFB of Florida
12:00 noon to 6:00 pm

Exhibit Hall 
Manatee Ballroom 
12:15 pm to 6:00 pm


Hospitality 
(location TBA)
Saturday General Interest Seminars 
1:00 pm to 4:50 pm
1:00 pm to 2:50 pm
NFB of Florida Deaf-Blind Division Meeting

Anderson/Delaney Ballroom
William F. Smith, BC-HIS, Hearing Lost Association of America

Join us and learn about different hearing aids, and about the Hearing Lost Association of America.

Julia Savage, President, Florida Deaf Blind Division

Florida Deaf Blind Division business meeting and elections.

1:00 PM to 2 PM


Crime Prevention

Princeton Room

Brian MacNeel, Practitioner, Florida Crime Prevention Training Institute, Florida State Attorney General Office 

Learn how to protect yourself against identity theft, home burglary, and other crime preventing techniques.  

2:00 PM to 2:50 PM


“Back from the Hill”
Princeton Room

Facilitator: Jorge Hernandez, Chair, NFB of Florida Legislation Committee 

Hear about the experience that our 2017 Washington delegates had on the Hill. Learn about different pieces of legislation that the National Federation of the Blind is working on.
3:00 pm to 4:50 pm
Florida Association of Blind Students

Summerlin Room

Facilitators: The Florida Association of Blind Students 

Learn different tips and tricks on how to use your I-Phone and I-Pad. This is a hands-on workshop. So, come prepared with your products, and questions.

Facilitator: Paul Martinez, President, Florida Association of Blind Students 

Florida Association of Blind Students business meeting and elections. 

3:00 pm to 4:50 pm
“The Future of Guide Dogs in the World”
Princeton Room

Michael Hingson, Vice President, National Association of Guide Dog users

Come hear about the history of the guide dog movement in the United States and how guide dogs fit into the growing service animal arena. Mike will discuss how to travel internationally with a guide dog.
Sherrill O’Brien, President
Florida Association of Guide Dog Users
Florida Association of Guide Dog Users Annual Meeting 
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm


Dinner - On Your Own
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
Mardi Gras Party and Auction 
Anderson/Delaney Ballroom 
With cash Bar, Merry Schoch and Marion Gwizdala, Auctioneers 
9:00 pm to 10:00 2016 

Best of the Bay Comedian 
Anderson/Delaney Ballroom
Performance by: Juanita Lolita
Sunday, May 28th 
8:00 am to 8:50 am 
Registration (Final Opportunity!)

Pre-Function Foyer 
Gloria Mills Hicks, Treasurer, NFB of Florida 
General Session

9:00 am to 12:00 noon

Anderson/Delaney Ballroom
9:00 am 




Call to Order 
Denise Valkema, President, NFB of Florida 

9:05 am 




Invocation  

Elder Virginia Whittington, Hope Church, Orlando, Florida
9:10 am 
Florida Association of Guide Dog Users Report 
Sherrill O’Brien, President, Florida Association of Guide Dog users 
9:15 AM




Guide Dog Uber Project Report

Merry Schoch, Chair, Uber Project 

9:20 am 




Rehabilitation Center Update 

Ed Hudson, Bureau Chief, Florida Division of Blind Services Rehabilitation Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired
9:35 am 




Deaf-Blind Division Report 
Newly Elected FDBD Board Members
9:40 am 




Legislation Update 
Jorge Hernandez, Chair, NFB of Florida Legislation Committee 
9:50 am 




Business Enterprise Program 
William Findley, Bureau Chief, Business Enterprise Program, Florida Department of Education
10:10 am 




Aira Technology 

Michael Hingson
10:25 am 
“It’s all About Braille”
Carlton Walker, Manager of Braille Education Programs, National Federation of the Blind
10:40 am 
 KNFB Reader Update 

Jorge Hernandez, KNFB Reader liaison
10:45 am 




Braille and Talking Book Library 

James Woolyhand, Bureau Chief, Florida Braille and Talking Book Library

11:00 am




Non-24
Wendy Osteen, Regional Nurse Educator, Non-24
11:20 am 




The Umbrella of the NFB
Carlton Walker Manager of Braille Education Programs, national Federation of the Blind
11:35 am 




“The Hill as a Parent”
Cherice Sleming-Pogun, Co-Chair, Parents Committee

11:40 AM 
NFB of Florida Committee to Empower Underserve Populations Report 
Marilyn Baldwin, Chair, Committee to Empower Underserved Populations
11:45 am 




Announcements
11:50 am 




Adjournment 
12:00 noon to 1:00 pm

Lunch Break 
12:00 noon to 12:50 pm 
Chapter and Division Secretaries Working Lunch 
Sumter Room 

Facilitator: Sylvia Young, Secretary, NFB of Florida 
12:00 noon to 12:50 pm 
Chapter and Division Treasurers Working Lunch 
Seminole Room 

Facilitator: Gloria Mills Hicks, Treasurer, NFB of Florida 
12:00 noon to 5:00 pm

Exhibit Hall 
(Final Opportunity!)


Manatee Ballroom
Sunday General Interest Seminars 
1:00 pm to 4:50 pm 
1:00 pm to 4:50 pm
Tools to Boost your Childs IEP  

Location TBA
Carlton Walker, Manager of Braille Education Programs, national Federation of the Blind 

Learn how to build the best IEP possible for your child.
1:00 pm to 2:50 PM
Senior Concerns Committee 

Summerlin Room

Facilitator: Gloria hicks, Treasurer, NFB of Florida
F-I-T: Anne Maley, Physical Therapist and Nancy Gavaghan, Recreation Therapist, instructors, will present exercises and a talk on balance.  Debbie Martin, Librarian, will talk about Talking Books and ways to receive and read them. Christina Estillaga, from En-Vision America, will demonstrate her company’s products. If there is time, we will have our audience share experiences that will be helpful to other seniors.
1:00 PM to 1:55 PM
NFB Trivia

Princeton Room

Facilitator: Tekesha Saffold, President, Palm Beach Chapter

An exciting game that test your knowledge about the NFB! 

2:00 PM to 2: 50 PM
NFB Questions and Answers 

Princeton Room

Facilitators: NFB of Florida Board of Directors

Do you have questions that need answers? Come and let us try to answer them.
3:00 pm to 4:50 pm 
The Employment Connection by the NFBF Committee to Empower Underserved Populations

Summerlin Room

Facilitator: Marilyn Baldwin, Chair, NFBF Committee to Empower Underserved Populations
Panel:
Judith Hamilton, Donor Scheduling Representative, Life south Community Blood Centers; Jorge Hernandez, Computer technology Instructor, Miami Lighthouse for the Blind; Derrick Van Linton, Senior Account Executive, Colonial Life Insurance Company; Sharon McDonald, Employment Services Supervisor, Lighthouse of Central Florida; William Findley, Bureau Chief, Business Enterprise Program, Florida Department of Education
3:00 PM to 4:50 PM
“Stronger Leaders in 2 minutes”
Summerlin Room

Facilitators: Paul Martinez, First Vice President, NFB of Florida 

Sylvia young, Secretary, NFB of Florida 

A clever way to network with others, and grow as a leader. A twist of speed dating, without the dating.

Convention Banquet
7:00 pm to 10:00 pm
Anderson/Delaney Ballroom
7:00 pm 




Call to Order and Remarks 
Denise Valkema, President, NFB of Florida  

7:05 pm 




Welcome and Introductions
Sherri Brun, President, Central Florida Chapter, Master of Ceremonies

7:10 pm




Invocation 
Marilyn Baldwin, Vice President, Central Florida Chapter
 7:15 pm




Introduction of Head Tables 
Sherri Brun, President, Central Florida Chapter, Master of Ceremonies

7:30 pm 




Keynote Address 
Adelmo Vigil, President, NFB of New Mexico, NFB National Representative 
8:20 pm 




Presentation of 2017 NFB of Florida
Scholarship Winners
Paul Martinez, Chair, NFB of Florida 2017 Scholarship Committee
8:50 pm 
Pledges, Presentations and Announcements 
9: 25 PM 
Special Recognition Awards

Sylvia Young, Chair, Special Awards Committee
9:45 pm 




Adjournment
Monday, May 29th
7:00 am 
Nominating Committee  
Sumter Room
Delegates only

Paul Martinez, Chair, Nominating Committee
General Business Session

8:00 am to 11:00 am

Anderson/Delaney Ballroom
8:00 am 




Call to Order 
Denise Valkema, President, NFB of Florida 
8:02 am 




Invocation 
Pastor mark Kappel, Faith Lutheran Church and School, Eustis, Florida 
8:05 am 
Memorial Day Observance TBA
8:20 AM 




Treasurer’s Report 


Gloria Mills Hicks, Treasurer, NFB of Florida 

8:30 am 




Nominating Committee Report 
Paul Martinez, Chair, NFB of Florida Nominating Committee
8:35 am 




Elections 
Denise Valkema, President, NFB of Florida 
9:55 am 
Resolutions Committee Report 
Dan Hicks, Chair, Resolutions Committee
10:15 am 
Florida Association of Blind Students (FABS) Report 
Newly Elected FABS Board Members
10:20 am 
Final Remarks 
Adelmo Vigil, President, NFB of New Mexico, NFB National Representative 

10:30 am 
Announcements

10:35 am 
Adjournment

National Federation of the Blind of Florida
Officers and Board of Directors

Denise Valkema, President
Paul Martinez, First Vice President
Miranda Kilby, Second Vice president 

Sylvia Young, Secretary
Gloria Mills Hicks, Treasurer

Board Members:
Jorge Hernandez
Tekesha Saffold
Rafael Fernandez
The National Federation of the Blind of Florida thanks the 2017 Events Committee and everyone else for their dedication and hard work organizing the 2017 state convention.  On behalf of the National Federation of the blind of Florida, we thank you for joining us at our 2017 state convention.  We would like to acknowledge all our sponsors for their generous donations which made the 2017 state convention a great success, as well as everyone who contributed to the development process. The NFB OF FLORIDA also extends our appreciation to President Mark Riccobono and the Jernigan Institute for all of their support throughout the year.  We look forward to continuing to work with all of you in 2017. 
Let’s go build the Federation!
Denise Valkema
President
National Federation of the Blind of Florida


