Title: Blind Students’ Right to Independence, Training and Education (BRITE)  

An Act related to requiring Local Education Agencies to 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida 

1) include in the individualized education programs (IEPs) of Blind students (as defined by this Act) provisions for instruction in Braille and the use and mastery of Braille (unless the IEP team finds that Braille is inappropriate for the student, pursuant to 20 U.S.C. section 1414(d)(3)(B)(iii)),
2) provisions for the home and school use of accessible assistive technology devices as well as accessible assistive technology services, including instruction, that allows the student to achieve age-appropriate mastery of such technology;
3) provisions for instruction in orientation and mobility and the use and mastery of orientation and mobility, and;
4) to require the certification and re-certification, or comparable examination and comparable re-examination of the teacher of blind students’ proficiency in accordance with their areas of expertise;
5) to require that instructional technology and technology-mediated learning methods are accessible to all students, parents, educators, and administrative staff, including those who are blind;
6) to require local education agencies to offer instruction of nonvisual skills outside of school hours.
