        MEN OF VISION
   Louis Braille, Jacobus Tenbroek, William Hadley. The method, the voice, the opportunity.  

  Three great and passionate men who put fourth so much courage and intellect on behalf of blind and visually impaired individuals. 

  Louis Braille proved that if you have the motivation, you can do incredible things. Practically every country in the world uses Braille.
   Jacobus  Tenbroek, spiritual and intellectual father, leader, mentor, spokesman and philosopher to tens of thousands of blind Americans over a quarter of a century. He gave to the organized blind movement the force of his intellect and the shape of his dreams.

William Hadley, to address the absence of educational opportunities for blind people, began teaching Braille by mail and established a school offering accessible, tuition-free classes for blind and visually impaired people. 

   As a visually impaired person, I can appreciate what these three men have done for me, especially William Hadley. Growing up a devout Quaker first known as the Religious Society of Friends. They developed the adult school movement. Friends concern  for the popular classes, was carried out in part providing education for adults who lacked the educational opportunities as  children of affluent families.    
William learned at a early age the importance  of a good education. The ability to read was foremost  to him, because his hobby was to read in four different languages, English, German, Latin and Greek. 
  At the age of 55 to lose his sight and the ability to carry on his passion to read, William must have been devastated, but with encouragement from his ophthalmologist, E.V.L. Brown, William taught himself Braille and in five  short years, began the Hadley School for the Blind.
   Braille, Tenbroek, Hadley. Motivation, leadership, courage. Three great men who have taught us that it is respectable to be blind.
   William, I hope your courage is passed on to every student that is served by the Hadley School for the Blind.
Thank you so very much

Reni Jackson    
