The NFB of Kentucky

2015 State Convention

By Cathy Jackson, President

As the oppressive heat and humidity envelop us like a wool blanket it is time to begin making preparations for the 2015 National Federation of the Blind of Kentucky State convention.  This is our 68th convention and I am proud to say we are still going strong. Once again we are in Louisville, Kentucky but at a different hotel. We will be guests at the Galt House Hotel, 104 N. 4th St in downtown Louisville, KY. We are booked for the weekend of September 25, 26, & 27th.  Our room rates are $106 per night per room plus taxes.  You should begin making your reservations by calling the 1-800-THE-GALT (1-800-843-4258).  Reservations should be made no later than September 11th to guarantee the convention rate.  Don’t forget to specify that you are with the NFBK when making your reservation.

Our NFBK divisions are sponsoring our Friday evening social this year.  I believe it is only fair to let our divisions showcase their hosting abilities.  As I understand, plans are underway for a big trivia night contest.  The cost will be $5 per person to enter.  Look for further details to be forthcoming, but in the meantime, brush up on your trivia knowledge.  Also, as a part of the social, there will be a silent auction to off-set the cost of the social event.  Lora Felty Stephens is in charge of organizing the silent auction.  She asks individuals to look in their closets to find possible items to donate for the auction.  Most of us have new items around the house that we aren’t using and could donate.  Or, if you feel like heading into the kitchen, some homemade baked items or other yummy goodies would be a wonderful addition to the auction.  We all get the munchies during state convention.  Please email Lora at lorafelty@windstream.net to let her know what you plan to donate.    

I know many of you started to panic when you saw the price for a hotel room.  The board of directors is also painfully aware that this is going to be a more expensive convention than usual.  We are going to go all out and help as many people as possible by offering every member who applies $100 in financial assistance.  First-timers and families attending convention may receive more financial assistance depending on individual circumstances.  Please note that financial assistance will be in the form of a reimbursement.  Our treasurer, Mike Freholm will have reimbursement checks included in the registration packets of those who have applied for assistance.  We want to make every effort to keep everyone’s expenses to a minimum, so we hope this helps.  George Stokes is chairing this committee and can be contacted for an application and additional information at george4581@gmail.com or 502-330-2344.  The deadline for making an application is September 1st, 2015.    

Pre-registration is once again available.  I hope you will take advantage because not only do you save money but it also makes life considerably simpler for our treasurer, Mike Freholm.  Mike is able to get name badges and meal tickets printed and put into packets before he gets to the convention.  Pre-registration also provides us with a more exact count for the meals we must guarantee with the hotel.  Your registration fee is $10.  This charge helps us offset convention expenses.   Once you register you are also eligible for door prizes that will be given away throughout the weekend.  The registration fee is not your membership dues.  

 We are also planning our annual open board meeting and luncheon.  Over the last several years this event seems to have continued to gain popularity.  Saturday evenings are a special time at convention.  The banquet brings us all together to share a meal, present scholarships and awards, not to mention the excitement of raffles and drawings.  You don’t want to miss either the luncheon or the banquet.  The cost of the luncheon is $27.  The price for the banquet will be $37.  If you choose to register at convention you should know in advance that registration will be $15, the luncheon $37 and banquet $47.  There is a pre-registration form included in this issue of the Kentucky Cardinal.  Complete the form and mail it along with your check or money order payable to NFB of Kentucky to: Mike Freholm, 2012 Harris Way, Russell, KY 41169.  Mike needs your form and money no later than Monday, September 14th, 2015.  Be sure to include the names and money for all persons for whom you are registering and purchasing meal tickets.

Those who have pre-registered should stop by the registration table between 5 PM and 7 PM on Friday afternoon to pick up their convention packet.  The location of the registration table will be announced as soon as details have been completed. The table will open again on Saturday morning between 8 and 8:45.  Those wishing to register at convention must do so during these scheduled times.  

You will notice that there is information on the registration form regarding childcare.  A safe, fun environment for our children is a top priority.  We need ample time to find qualified caregivers and plan activities for the children.  We have set a deadline of September 1st to enroll your child in childcare.  If we do not have at least three (3) children signed up by this date, we will not be able to offer the service.  There is a $10 non-refundable charge per child that must accompany your registration form.  If, however, childcare is not offered the money will be refunded.  Jayne Seif, who is a certified caregiver, will be coordinating our care attendants and the activities for the day. If you have questions please call Jayne   at 502-500-7675. Child care will   open at 8:30 Saturday morning and will remain open all day until fifteen minutes after the close of the banquet.  Snacks, lunch, and dinner will be provided.                

I am not exactly sure how many years we have been holding our reverse raffle, but it has indeed become a very successful fundraiser for our affiliate.  Tickets are available for a $10 donation.  We need everyone’s contribution.  Since we are investing so much money in trying to boost attendance at this year’s convention, we must put forth an all out effort to sell as many tickets as possible.  You should contact me, any NFBK board member, or any local chapter or division president to obtain tickets.  We grant the major prizes to the two lucky individuals whose names remain in the drawing at the conclusion of the banquet.  Second place gets $250 and the grand prizewinner receives $500.  But there’s more!  In addition to the big prizes we draw for $25 amounts.  The first name out of the hat wins $25.  There’s still more!  From that point on, the 25th, 50th, 75th, 100th name and so on, will also receive $25.  Not only does our affiliate net a bigger profit the more tickets that are sold, but also there is a good possibility that we will have more $25 prizes to share. The National Federation of the Blind believes strongly in education.  That’s why the NFB of Kentucky takes such pride in presenting deserving blind students here in the Commonwealth the opportunity of assistance in furthering their education.  Scholarships range in amount from $500 to $1,000 and are given at the banquet.  The selection process has closed for this year.  We encourage those who are continuing their education to contact us in early spring of 2016 to learn more about the program.  Lora Felty Stevens has chaired our scholarship committee for a number of years and I want to thank her for her hard work and dedication.       

Katie Adkins will chair our resolutions committee.  Any one with an idea for a resolution can contact her for help with putting your thoughts to paper.  Contact Katie at, kcpenn01@louisvulle.edu, or by phone at 502-553-5933.  Our resolutions are an important part of the inner workings of the organization.  The resolutions that are passed at convention set the tone of business for the coming year.      

Denise Franklin has graciously agreed to chair the awards committee again this year.  Individuals are eligible to be nominated for one of three awards. They are the: Susan Be. Rarick Award, Harold L. Regan Award, and the T. V. Cranmer award.  Chapters and Divisions can be nominated for the Robert E. Whitehead award.  Keep in mind that awards do not have to be given annually.  They should be given to someone who truly deserves the recognition.  Denise can be reached at kyfranks@yahoo.com or by phone at 502-499-0759.  A description of each of the awards is given in this issue of the Cardinal.

Our Assistive Technology Division (TAD) did such a bang-up job at their first symposium last year that they are in the throws of putting together another one for this year.  The event is scheduled to begin Friday morning, September 25th at 10:00 AM, and will run until 6:00 that afternoon.  I know for a fact it will be very informative.  Todd Stephens, president of the division has asked me to extend an invitation to all who might be interested.  

Door prizes add a bit of an enthusiasm to our weekend.  Nickie Pearl will chair the door prize committee for this year.  It isn’t too early to start gathering items.  We will accept new items for both men and women.  I don’t know of anyone who doesn’t appreciate cash prizes.  

I am working diligently on putting together an agenda that I believe will be both informative and enjoyable.  I have had some really good suggestions to consider and I think they are worthy of implementing.  Since this is the 75th anniversary of the National Federation of the Blind I believe this year’s convention should focus on the history of the NFB and the NFBK.  The convention will officially be called to order on Saturday morning the 26th at 9:00 AM sharp.  I am so excited to be able to announce that Mark Riccobono, the President of the National Federation of the Blind is going to be our national representative.  President Riccobono was elected to this position at our 2014 national convention.  I talked with President Riccobono back in late spring to see if his coming to Kentucky was even a possibility.  I kept my fingers crossed, and wow! My wish was granted.  

The afternoon session calls to order at 2:00 PM.  The afternoon meeting is the business portion of the National Federation of the Blind of Kentucky convention.  A major piece of business that we will be dealing with this year is the proposed changes to our constitution.  The changes will be distributed on our list serve, our web site, through face book and twitter for your review.  I hope you will take the time to read and consider these proposed changes.  We will be reading the constitution in its entirety as it is currently written and with the changes.  We need you to be present to discuss the changes and to vote on them.  This is your organization too, and you need to play a role in how we conduct business.  We will also deal with: legislation, resolutions, the election of officers and any further business that needs to come before the membership.

Our master of ceremonies for this year’s banquet will be none other than our very own Michael Freholm.  I have a strong suspicion we are in for a really good time.  President Mark Riccobono will deliver our keynote speech at the banquet.  I first met Mark back in 2000 when he was here in Louisville attending the American Printing House for the Blind Annual Meeting.  Since that first meeting we have had several occasions to work together.  President Riccobono will certainly add flair to our convention.  

The banquet has always been the perfect backdrop in my opinion to present our scholarships and awards.  These men and women are the cream of the crop.  And as such they should receive the accolades that they so richly deserve.  I can’t say with certainty, but there are usually a few awards given to those among us who have supported the NFB and the NFBK throughout the years; those who are hard at work making a difference in the lives of the blind.  

You will most definitely want to stay to the very end, because we will conclude the drawing for our reverse raffle grand prizes.  Other chapters and divisions will also be doing their drawings at this time.

Michael Freholm is asking everyone to be in attendance at the NAPUB, National Association to Promote the Use of Braille in Kentucky meeting on Sunday morning at 9:00 PM.  Circumstances prevented us from hosting our BELL program, but we aren’t giving up on the idea.  We learned much this past year while trying to prepare for the two-week program.  We believe we have a better idea of what to expect and what we need to do to achieve this goal.  So, we are hoping you are still willing to help us out.  Attend the NAPUB meeting and find out what is in the works. 

I am also planning to conduct another President’s Treasurer’s seminar on Sunday Morning immediately following the NAPUB meeting at 10:30.  I think it is a very good idea to bring these officers together every so often to discuss best practices for handling our finances.  Our national office has given us guidance on how we should approach these matters.  I am confident we can implement them here in Kentucky.

 I can’t thank those of you who are helping me plan this convention enough.  This is a job that is too big and overwhelming for one mere president.  The convention weekend is really taking shape.  I have been given a few hints as to what is happening, but I’ll have to wait to see the end result right along with all of you.  Come join us, you won’t be disappointed.      

