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This month the chapter met virtually over Zoom. President Millie Rivera called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM. 

In attendance were Julie Abe (Board Member), Tracey Hall-Hennigan, Ellen Hayden (Board Member), Clarence Hennigan, Jenny Holcomb, Dotty Lyons, Doug Miller, Ronza Othman, Donna Ring, Ellen Ringlein (Secretary), Millie Rivera (President), Scott Soldan (Treasurer), and Joel Zimba (Board Member). Vice President, Eileen Lie, was absent.

President Rivera opened the meeting with the NFB belief message. Everyone introduced themselves, participated in an icebreaker, and shared bell ringers. 

Affiliate President, Ronza Othman, gave the state report. She made various national convention related announcements and asked those interested in a potential affiliate flight to let her know as soon as possible. She mentioned that the contest to name the theme for the 2026 state convention will run from May 1 through June 30. She also announced that the affiliate will be hosting four BELL Academies this year; those interested in volunteering for Baltimore BELL should contact Shuketha Johnson, who is serving as the coordinator for the Baltimore program. President Othman then gave a Maryland legislative update. We were able to secure the funding for the NFB’s Center of Excellence in Nonvisual Access. Also, due to our efforts more funding was also made available for the states Independent Living for Older Blind program. Altogether our affiliate testified on 180 bills in person and/or in writing during this legislative session. Our voting and autonomous vehicles bills did not pass, but the affiliate is continuing to work behind the scenes on these issues. President Othman also shared information about the upcoming Give a Hoot Comedy fundraiser on August 22 and the crab feast scholarship event on September 18. 

Presidential release 559 was played. 

The minutes for the March 16 meeting, which had been distributed in advance by email, were approved. 

Jenny Holcomb presented the helpful hint from a member. She described how one can use bread tags on duct tape to create an easier pull tab. She also shared other ingenious uses such as bundling cables and employing the tag as a scraper. 

Scott Soldan gave the treasurer’s report. The opening balance was $1,267.11 and the closing balance is $1,800.11. The treasurer’s reports was accepted. A motion was made and carried to donate $400 to the NFB of Maryland for BELL. 

Joel Zimba gave a presentation about Meta Glasses. He described many of the features and gave examples of how blind people are using this mainstream product. He also answered audience questions. 

Millie announced that the next meeting will be in person at St. Francis Episcopal Parish and Community Center, 2216 Pot Spring Rd., Timonium, MD 21093. We plan to include a thirty-minute exercise class as part of the meeting. The fire safety presentation had to be moved to a later date. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:59 pm.

Respectfully submitted
Ellen Ringlein, Secretary



