TLC Chapter Meeting Minutes
Date: June 15, 2026
 
This month the chapter met virtually over Zoom. In the absence of President Millie Rivera, Secretary Ellen Ringlein called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM. President Rivera was able to join the meeting later. 

In attendance were Julie Abe (Board Member), Johnna Harrison, Ellen Hayden (Board Member), Jenny Holcomb, Erin Loridsen, Sharon Maneki, Doug Miller, Donna Ring, Ellen Ringlein (Secretary), Millie Rivera (President), Scott Soldan (Treasurer, Elizabeth Sprecher, and Joel Zimba, (Board Member). Vice President, Eileen Lie, was absent.

Ellen Ringlein opened the meeting with the NFB belief message. Everyone introduced themselves, participated in an icebreaker, and shared bell ringers. 

The minutes for the May 18 meeting, which had been distributed in advance by email, were approved. 

Scott Soldan gave the treasurer’s report. The opening balance was $1,775.11 and the closing balance is $1,750.11. This balance does not reflect the donation to the Maryland affiliate for BELL, as the check has not yet been cashed. The treasurer’s report was accepted. 

Our guest speaker was Sharon Maneki, a beloved long-time leader in our Maryland affiliate. She gave us a historical perspective on the achievements which occurred over the decades she has been involved in the NFB. She also shared some of her wisdom and answered audience questions. 

Presidential release 561 was played. 

Ellen Ringlein provided the helpful hint from a member. She talked about where blind passengers are permitted to stow their long white canes on an airplane. A discussion about air travel accommodations ensued.

Affiliate President, Ronza Othman, presented the state report. She mentioned the new Zelle address for making payments to the affiliate (payments@nfbmd.org) and shared that the affiliate phone number (443-426-4110 is fully functional again. She listed the finalists for the John T McGraw scholarships and also that we have a national scholarship finalist from Maryland: Ozo-Onyali. She gave details about some upcoming events including the National Convention orientation on Zoom on June 24 and the Maryland caucus at convention. She also mentioned the four BELL academies the affiliate is holding this summer. Finally, she provided information about the August 22 Give-a-Hoot fundraiser and the September 18 crab feast scholarship fundraiser. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]There will be no chapter meeting in July. The next meeting will occur on August 17.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:54 pm.

Respectfully submitted
Ellen Ringlein, Secretary



