The State of Maryland 
Proclamation 
From the Governor of the State of Maryland
Print Disabilities Month
October 2026

WHEREAS, print disabilities refer to visual, physical, perceptual, neurological, or reading impairments that prevent individuals from effectively reading or accessing standard print, thereby making it imperative for the development and use of accessible reading formats such as braille, large print, and audio essential to equitable access to information, and

WHEREAS, the use of accessible reading options allows individuals with print disabilities to pursue educational, employment, and civic engagement opportunities, provides lifelong learning and community engagement opportunities, and

WHEREAS, the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled (LBPD), a division of the Maryland State Library Agency (MSLA) and Maryland’s designated network library of the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS), Library of Congress, provides free accessible library services and reading materials to eligible Maryland residents with print disabilities; and

WHEREAS, print disabilities affect Marylanders of all ages and backgrounds, with thousands of individuals throughout the state relying on accessible books and magazines from LBPD, assistive technology training, college textbook conversion, and other library services to participate fully in education, employment, and community life; and

WHEREAS, October is recognized as Dyslexia Awareness Month, World Blindness Awareness Month, and Learning Disabilities Awareness Month, offering an opportunity to enhance public understanding of the diverse experiences of individuals with print disabilities and the significance of equitable access to reading and information; and

WHEREAS, throughout October, the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled will observe Print Disabilities Month by hosting free educational programs and discussions to promote awareness, foster understanding, and connect Marylanders with accessible library services and resources; and

WHEREAS, recognition of Print Disabilities Month encourages all Marylanders to learn about print disabilities, celebrate the achievements and contributions of individuals with print disabilities, and support inclusive communities in which everyone has equitable access to reading and information.

Now, therefore I, Wes Moore, Governor of the State of Maryland, do hereby proclaim October 2026 as Print Disabilities Month in Maryland and do commend, this observation to all our citizens. 
