Resolution 2009-  Catering

WHEREAS:
Michigan State Promulgated rules and Michigan Public Act 260 clearly require that all catering on state property be provided by the Michigan Commission for the Blind Business Enterprise Program Operators, and;

WHEREAS:
many state agencies and individuals flagrantly violate the spirit and letter of this law with impunity, including theOffice of Retirerment Services and the State Justice Department, , and;

WHEREAS:
Operators who work to enforce the rules and law are ignored and are not supported by strong and affirmative action on the part of the Commission which is charged with “regulating food services on state property”, according to Public Act 260, and;

WHEREAS, such lack of support has resulted in the wrongful and unlawful removal  of Hazell Brooks by THE DIRECT ACTION OF THE MCB Director, causing her to lose her income, seniority for bidding, and her job; and to experience indignities not appropriate to her actions, and;

WHEREAS:
if the Commission had appropriately intervened in the conflict between the operator and the employees and agencies conducting illegal catering and other sales on state property, Hazell would still have her job, her income and be more self-reliant in conformance to Public Act 260 of 1978, and.

WHEREAS:
Employees of the State Justice Department have prevented an operator from freely taking responsibility for her legitimately awarded vending facility in the Hall of Justice building and allowing a sighted person to continue to operate the facility for the foreseeable future, a situation which is an abomination to the future of the Business Enterprise Program in Michigan, all with the  perceived willing   cooperation of the Commission  administration, again, in contradiction of rules and the law, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the National Federation of the Blind of Michigan  in convention assembled this 8th day of November, 2009in Grand Rapids, Michigan: that
 this organization call upon the Michigan Commission for the Blind Board to immediately reverse the immoral, illegal and undeserved removal of Hazell Brooks from her vending facility, and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this organization call upon the Commission Board to launch an immediate investigation into this matter and take necessary action to see to it that the Laws and rules pertaining to catering and foodservices on state property be strictly and fairly enforced. 
