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MICHIGAN COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND

College Assessment

The mission of the Michigan Commission for the Blind (MCB) is to provide individuals who are blind or visually impaired the opportunity to achieve employment and independence. We believe in the capacity of each blind person to achieve excellence, to be productive, independent and to be involved in the community.

The purpose of the Michigan Commission for the Blind participation in college programs is to help the individual to become competitively employed.  Consumers of the Michigan Commission for the Blind are encouraged to select a vocational goal that will be pursued throughout their rehabilitation program, and until they have found employment in the competitive labor market.

The Michigan Commission for the Blind believes it is very important for students beginning the college experience to have the skills that will allow them to compete with their peers. Being ready to participate effectively in college means that the student will need to have attitudes, skills, and equipment that will allow them to be successful.

Before an Individual Plan for Employment is developed for Michigan Commission for the Blind participation in a program of higher learning, the individual must demonstrate his or her ability to function in the academic environment. The individual shall demonstrate his or her ability in the areas of communication skills,  note taking, technology skills, travel, and activities of daily living. Other areas may be deemed necessary by the individual's counselor/teacher, in consultation with the consumer.

The Michigan Commission for the Blind College Assessment has been developed to measure the student's preparedness for college. Considering the above statements, this assessment has been developed to allow prospective students to demonstrate their level of independence in each of the nine areas being assessed.  It is not a pass/fail assessment. However, it is a tool for the Michigan Commission for the Blind counselor and the student to decide if other training or skill building is needed prior to starting college. To assist in this determination, each area will have either an exact score where available, or one of three ratings, depending upon the student’s performance: Needs Improvement (student was unable to complete or had considerable difficulty accomplishing one or more tasks); Meets Expectation (student completed all tasks); High Performing (student accomplished all tasks easily).

Effective methods for note taking, reading, and writing are crucial parts of being successful in a college program.

· In the student’s preferred reading format, reading expectations would be for a minimum speed of 100 wpm.  

· Students are expected to score at a minimum of tenth grade level on the WRAT II. 

· Students are expected to read at tenth grade or above on the Basic Reading Inventory. 

The emphasis throughout this assessment is on adaptive skills and independent functioning. These are the basis for success, both in college and employment.
This assessment can be administered at the Michigan Commission for the Blind Training Center or by other qualified centers or staff. This assessment will be completed in its entirety, utilizing the specified measurement tools.

The following is a summary of all skills required of the potential college student, in nine skill areas: 
Computer Skills

Can the student demonstrate?
· Basic keyboarding skills with correct fingering
· Speed and accuracy rate

· Basic Windows navigation skills: find, open and close an application

· Using a provided document file add, change or perform the following:  title page, page numbers, header, margins, spacing, indenting, font size, spell check, print and staple in correct order

· Finding a specific website, store it in favorites, find it again, use links provided on the website, navigate the website, use the site to pull up forms, fill out the forms, print the form

· Finding information on a subject using the search engine of their choice

· The ability to write a business letter in one class session (50 min)

· The ability to write a one page paper in one class period.  Topic:  What the student believes his/her strength and weaknesses are in his/her ability to attend college.  Paper will be included with evaluation
· The ability to write a short 2-3 page term paper, citing a least two references.  Part of the paper will be done in class. Paper to be turned in within 7 days after assignment given.

Travel Skills
Can the student demonstrate?
· the ability to make use of guided assistance in a safe and courteous manner

· knowledge of long cane skills and use them appropriately

· the ability to safely travel within a congested indoor environment including stairwells

· the ability to travel safely within a controlled familiar environment such as a school, business or department store

· Locate designated exits and safety areas after familiarization

· the ability to safely and effectively use escalators and elevators

· the ability to obtain the information necessary for traveling in an unfamiliar area
· the ability to record travel information in an accessible format and retrieve the information on route if necessary

· the ability to remain orientated in an area that does not have normal block patterns

· the ability to determine which streets have traffic lights and which do not when traveling in an unfamiliar area

· the ability to safely and consistently cross streets that are controlled by stop signs or yield signs

· the ability to safely and consistently cross streets that are controlled by traffic lights

· the ability to remain oriented while traveling in a downtown heavy business environment

· the ability to begin at a given location on a college campus and locate another specific objective on campus

· the ability to use city bus transportation to travel to a specific location on campus

· the ability to locate a designated office or classroom within the designated location

· the ability to be left at an unfamiliar location approximately two miles or more from the starting location and find the way back in a safe and efficient manner

· the ability to safely travel to and from a grocery store using public transportation, Dial A Ride or taxicabs to obtain the items on shopping list

· the ability to use appropriate in store assistance

· the ability to function adequately at night and under different lighting conditions

Communication Skills

Can the student demonstrate?
· How to express accommodations needs to a college instructor

· How to make contact with one or more sites and obtain specified information
· How to record the name, address and phone number of an unfamiliar person

· A preferred method for recording information

· The ability to use any or all of the following technology or services:  CCTV, Cassette recorder, 4 track books, 4 track tape recorder with indexing, National Library Services, Recordings for the Blind, Telephone information services, Digital memo recorder, PDA, Digital book player, other equipment

Independent Living Skills, money and time
Can the student demonstrate?
· good personal hygiene

· Describe how they would dress in a variety of situations

· good cleaning skills for dorm room and bathroom 

· how to make a bed and change sheets

· skills to do laundry independently

· how to use a watch and alarm clock accurately

· an effective method for counting back change

· Report or demonstrate independence in one or more:  ATM, Savings Account, Checking account, Debit card, On-line banking

· Writing a legible check and how to balance an account

· Describe a method for labeling and organizing clothing and school items

Braille

Can the student demonstrate?
· Contracted Braille. If so, how many words per minute. If no, the remainder of this section can be skipped.

· The ability to use a Perkins Brailler and at what speed

· The ability to use a slate and stylus and at what speed

· The ability to use an electronic Braille device and at what speed

Cooking Skills

Can the student demonstrate?
· The ability to prepare simple cold foods
· The ability to make simple convenience foods in the microwave

· The ability to prepare a hot breakfast

· The ability to make a menu and shopping list for a three item meal (starch, vegetable and protein)

· The ability to follow the shopping list and purchase necessary foods to prepare a three item meal within a $15 budget.
· The ability to prepare the three item meal, including a main course with starch, vegetable and protein utilizing the stovetop and oven and at least one small appliance (blender, mixer, food processor)

· The ability to use appropriate and safe methods for cooking, clean up and use of appliances

· His/her needs and restriction if the student has health related food restrictions

Math Skills

Can the student demonstrate?
Math abilities using two different tests.  One test uses mental math only.  The student is allowed to use a talking calculator for the math evaluation which provides a grade level score.  The tests are available in several formats:  Braille, large print and tape.  Student may bring their own calculator.

Reading Skills

Can the student demonstrate the ability to read several selections?
A variety of formats are available:  Braille, large print, computer

Reading speed, comprehension and grade level will be evaluated. 

Note Taking Skills

Can the student demonstrate?
· The ability to take notes from an audio tape.  Many formats are available:  Braille, print, pen and paper, electronic device

· The ability to study from their notes and take a test within one week on the subject
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