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New Keith Famie Documentary “Can You See How I See?” to Premiere on PBS Station, Detroit Public Television 
WIXOM, Mich. – Nine-time Emmy award winning Director/Producer Keith Famie will premiere his new documentary “Can You See How I See?” on Detroit Public Television (WTVS, Channel 56) in a two-part series on April 10 and April 17 from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.  

The 110-minute film, which took nearly four years to produce, follows the stories and journeys of several blind individuals as they refuse to let blindness hold them back from achieving their dreams.

Captain Ivan Castro, who was blinded by a mortar round in Iraq in 2006 and is the only blind Special Forces officer to serve in active duty with the U.S. Army. He continues to serve his country as a part of Fort Bragg’s 7th Special Forces Group, mentoring soldiers with life-changing injuries and completing athletic feats many sighted individuals may never try, such as running a NYC marathon, competing in a triathlon and climbing Grey’s Peak, a 14,500 ft. mountain in Denver, Colo.

The film also follows Capt. Castro to San Antonio, Texas where he visits Sgt. Joel Tavera, a soldier who was severely injured in Afghanistan, resulting in blindness and the loss of a leg, and teaches Sgt. Tavera how to walk using his cane. 

“Can You See How I See?” also documents the experiences of Jordyn Castor of Rockford, Mich., a 16-year-old student born blind, through her first day of high school, competing in the National Braille Challenge in Los Angeles and skiing at Boyne Mountain.

George Wurtzel of Lansing, Mich., a 56-year-old blind carpenter, displays craftsmanship that rivals pieces created by sighted woodworkers, while Debbie Dayton of Westland, Mich., who became blind at the age of 44 due to diabetic retinopathy, provides perspective on the value of a leader dog. Visually-impaired artist Sadashi Inuzuka, from the University of Michigan art department, works with blind children from Lincoln Park at a workshop supported by the Greater Detroit Agency for the Blind and Visually Impaired.
The film takes viewers behind the scenes with two leader dog recipients from Santiago, Chile who share their journey to obtain sight companions and be trained by Leader Dogs for the Blind in Rochester, Mich. The documentary follows them from the day they arrive in Michigan to their trip back to Santiago with their new guide dogs. 
“Can You See How I See?” also showcases Camp Tuhsmeheta, a children’s camp for the blind in Greenville, Mich.; musicians the Blind Boys of Alabama; internationally recognized ophthalmologist Michael T. Trese, M.D. of Oakland University and Beaumont Hospital who explains what the term “blindness” means; and a touching moment with Detroit Tigers Coach Jim Leyland and Shelby Craig, a blind 13-year-old from Summerville, S.C., singing the National Anthem at Comerica Park.
Detroit Public Television is regularly watched by approximately 1.5 million people in southeast Michigan each week and is available in 2.4 million homes across Canada. 

For more information about “Can You See How I See?,” visit www.canyouseehowisee.com. 

Film Sponsors: Leader Dogs for the Blind, 9Line, American House Senior Living Communities, Digital Image Studios, Lakeshore Engineering Services, Inc., Norman Yatooma & Associates, The Association for Retinopathy of Prematurity and Related Diseases (ROPARD), Wright & Filippis, Co-Executive Producers Toni Wisne-Sabina and Steve Sabina 


