NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF IOWA

2011 ANNUAL CONVENTION

AGENDA

October 28-30, 2011

Clarion Hotel

2101 4th Street Southwest

Mason City, Iowa  50401-4604

Phone: (641) 423-1640

ROOM RATES: $64 per night across the board.

HOTEL RESTAURANT:  The River City Bar and Grill.

SPECIAL MEALS: If you need a special or vegetarian meal at the Saturday noon luncheon or the Saturday evening banquet, please contact Michael Barber at (515) 771-8348.

REGISTRATION FEE: $15.

BUFFET BREAKFAST: $20.  7:15, Saturday Morning. President's Buffet Breakfast followed by National Federation of the Blind of Iowa Board Meeting. Salons 1 and 2.

LUNCHEON: $25.  There will be a luncheon at 12:15 p.m. on Saturday in Salons 1 and 2.  Don’t miss the keynote address by James Omvig, former Director of the Adult Orientation and Adjustment Center of the Iowa Department for the Blind.

BANQUET, $35.  The banquet will be held Saturday evening in Salons 1 and 2 at 7:00 p.m. with a cash bar In the Garden Court, from 6:00 p.m. to 6:45 p.m.  Absolutely no alcohol is permitted in the banquet room during the banquet!

The National Federation of the Blind of Iowa is a 501(c)(3) organization of blind and sighted men and women dedicated to promoting Security, Equality, and Opportunity for the Blind of Iowa and the Nation.

We are not an organization speaking for the blind, we are the blind speaking for ourselves.

Friday Afternoon

October 28, 2011

1:00-6:00. Practical Tips Seminar Salons 1 and 2. (You must have paid the $20 seminar fee by October 20.)

The fifth in our series of Technology Seminars to help Blind individuals understand and find the best solutions, be it high or low tech,  for solving everyday problems.  

Friday Evening

October 28, 2011

6:00-8:00. 
Registration.  Garden Court.

6:00-9:00.
Exhibits.  Garden Court.

7:00-9:00. 
Resolutions Committee.  Executive Board Room. 



Curtis Chong, Chairman.

8:00-11:00. Hospitality, including Karaoke and Treats.  Salons 1 and 2.

Saturday Morning

October 29, 2011

7:15. 

President's Buffet Breakfast followed by National Federation of 



the Blind of Iowa Board Meeting.  Salons 1 and 2.

7:45-8:55. 
Registration.  Garden Court.

7:45-8:55. 
Exhibits:  Garden Court.

GENERAL SESSION. Salons 3 and 4.

9:00. 

Call to Order.



Michael Barber, President, National Federation of the Blind of 



Iowa 



Invocation: Cindy Ray, Des Moines Chapter, NFBI.

9:05. 

Welcoming Ceremonies.



Eugene Kleinow, President, Greater Mason City Chapter, NFBI.



Scott Tornquist, Mayor Pro tem, Mason City

9:15. 

Convention Arrangements.



Eugene Kleinow, Convention Coordinator.

9:25. 

Remembering Priscilla:  Federationist, Mentor, Friend.



Old Capitol Chapter.
9:50. 

Report from the National Federation of the Blind.



James Gashel, Secretary, National Federation of the Blind.

10:40. 
BLIO: Narrowing the Digital Divide through Access to eBooks.



James Gashel, Vice-President, KNFB Reading Technologies.

11:00. 
A Year of Change and Challenge:  Update on the Education of 



Blind Children in Iowa, The Status of Implementing Change and 



Strengthened Services for Iowa's Blind Youth.

 

Patrick Clancy, Superintendent, Iowa Braille School and 




Administrator, Statewide System for Vision Services.

11:30. 
Shaping The Future: Your Involvement In The Political Process.



Pat Powers, President, Hamilton County League Of Women 



Voters.

11:50. 
What Have The Friends Of The Library For The Blind Done 




Lately?



Peggy Chong, board member, Friends of the Iowa Library for 



the Blind and Physically Handicapped.

12:00. 
Adjourn.

Saturday Afternoon

October 29, 2011

12:00-1:45. Exhibits:  Garden Court.

12:15-1:45. Luncheon: Salons A & B.
 

Speaker:  James Omvig, Consultant, Issues Concerning 




Blindness Member, U.S. Ability1 Commission and former 




Director, Adult Orientation And Adjustment Center, Iowa 




Department for the Blind.

GENERAL SESSION. Salons 3 and 4.

2:00. 

Opening Remarks.

2:05. 

President's Report.



Michael D. Barber, President, National Federation of the Blind 



of Iowa.

2:30. 

Report from the Iowa Department for the Blind.



Karen Keninger, Director, Iowa Department for the Blind, and 



other agency staff.

3:20. 

Vision to Reality:  Building A Midwest High-Speed Rail Network.


Steve Falck, Senior Policy Advocate, Environmental Law and 



Policy Center.

3:45. 

Revitalizing Your Chapter:  A Panel Discussion.


James Gashel, Secretary, National Federation of the Blind; 




James Omvig, published author and long-time Federationist; 



Curtis Chong, Treasurer, National Federation of the Blind of 



Iowa.

4:30.

Making Meet the Blind Month Work:  I can do it, so Can You.



Dolores Reisinger, NFBI Member, Cedar Rapids.

4:45. 

Accessibly Managing Your Finances with The New Cash 




Management System.



Earle Harrison, President, Handy Tech North America.

5:00. 

Adjourn.

5:00-6:30. 
Exhibits.  Garden Court.

Saturday Evening

October 29, 2011

6:00-6:45.
 Social Hour. Garden Court.

6:45. 

Banquet room doors open.  Salons 1 and 2.

7:00. 

BANQUET.



Master of Ceremonies, Curtis Chong, Treasurer, National 




Federation of the Blind of Iowa.



Principal Address: James Gashel, Secretary, National 




Federation of the Blind.



PAC Plan.



50/50 Drawing.



Auction:  Jim and April Enderton.



Vacation Getaway Raffle.

9:00. 

Cash Bar. Salons 1 and 2.

Sunday Morning

October 30, 2011

GENERAL SESSION. Salons 3 and 4.

9:00. 

Call to Order.

9:05. 

Business Session.



Secretary's Report, Scott Van Gorp, Secretary, National 



Federation of the Blind of Iowa.



Treasurer's Report, Curtis Chong, Treasurer, National 




Federation of the Blind of Iowa.



Audit Committee Report, Richard Kelly, Chairman, Audit 




Committee.



NFB-NEWSLINE® Report, Peggy Chong, Newsline Coordinator, 



National Federation of the Blind of Iowa.



Resolutions.



Chapter Reports.



Election of NFBI Board Members.



Election of Delegate and Alternate Delegate to the 2012 




National Federation of the Blind Convention.



Old Business.



New Business.



Final Remarks:  James Gashel.

12:00. 
Adjourn.
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Convention Sponsors

We are pleased to welcome the following businesses as sponsors of this year's convention.

Accessibility dot Net and Vision Helpers

Product support and training is one of our top priorities.

Headquarters:  Omaha, NE, Toll-free (866) 539-4357, and our Vision Helpers Showroom, 2400 86th St. Suite 6, Urbandale, IA, 50322

Phone: (515) 272-8770.

Accessibility dot Net was incorporated in 1997 with the goal of becoming a full service company that specializes in technology to help persons who are blind or visually impaired. We carry a full line of products that will help you maintain or regain your independence, and we custom-build computers from Dell Computer Corporation to meet your exact needs.

In the Des Moines area, our Vision Helpers showroom offers the latest portable and desktop video magnification products for persons with low vision.  

Handy Tech North America where it's all about adapting.  Located at 4110 Central Ave. NE., Suite 104, Columbia Heights, MN 55421.  Voice: 651-636-5184,  Fax: 866-347-8249,   E-mail: info@handytech.us

Based in Columbia Heights Minnesota, Handy Tech North America is best known for their innovative and high quality braille devices as well as the work they do in adapting off-the-shelf mainstream technologies for use by people who are blind or have low vision.  The company is made-up of primarily blind professionals who take the position that if they wouldn't use the technology themselves, or if they can't support or train on it, then they  don't sell it.  The slogan "IT's All About Adapting!" doesn't only apply to blindness or low vision technology, but is  acknowledgment of the shift in information technology toward  universal design and the need to quickly adapt their business model to meet these changes.  In 2009, Handy Tech North America was named employer of the year by the Minnesota Council on Disabilities.

