January 17, 2012

Mr. Paul Joseph Harcz, Jr.

E-mail: joeharcz@comcast.net

1365 E. Mt. Morris Rd.

Mt. Morris, MI 48458

Re:  Payments to Jerry A. McVety for FY 2011

Dear Mr. Harcz, Jr.:

This letter is in response to your January 6, 2012, email request for copies of public records, received January 9, 2012.  Please be informed that the Department’s Michigan Commission for the Blind (MCB) is processing this request under the state’s Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), MCL 15.231 et seq.

You have requested information as described in your email, a copy of which is attached.

Your request is granted as to existing, nonexempt records in the possession of the Department falling within the scope of your request.

Section 4(1) of the FOIA, MCL 15.234(1), provides that a public body may charge a fee for public record search, including the mailing, costs, the cost of duplication or publication including labor, the cost of search, examination, review, and the deletion and separation of exempt from nonexempt information. The Department has estimated that a minimum of 6 hours of employee time must be drawn away from their respective duties and assignments to search, locate, and retrieve records to determine if they are responsive to your request, and to examine and review the responsive records for possible statutory exemptions from public disclosure. For the above reasons, the Department, pursuant to MCL15.234, Section 4(3) of the FOIA, has determined that failure to charge a fee in this particular instance will result in unreasonably high costs to the Department. The estimated costs to process this request, based on the hourly wages (including fringe benefits) of the lowest paid Department employee capable of performing the necessary tasks to comply with the request is $125.50.

Therefore, in order to complete the processing of your request, based on the hourly wages of the lowest paid Department employees capable of performing the necessary tasks to process the request, under MCL 15.234, Section 4(2) of the state’s FOIA, the Department requires a good faith deposit of $52.75, which is one-half of the total estimated $125.50, minus a $20.00 credit per MCL 15.234, Section 4(1) of the FOIA. See the attached Invoice Calculations illustrating estimated costs and payment instructions

The above estimate is based on an estimated 20 payments MCB made to Jerry A. McVety for fiscal year 2011.  Payments made to Jerry A. McVety by MCB were coded as both case services under regular & ARRA funding along payments coded from the Business Enterprise Program.  The estimated cost to produce copies of the approximately 20 invoices along with the authorizations is also detailed in the attached invoice. 

After receipt of the good faith deposit and upon completing the process of your request, the Department will notify you in writing of any balance due and payable (or owed you) before copies of the requested records are forwarded to you; and will explain any statutory basis for the exemption of any records in or in part, and your remedial rights.

Sincerely,

Carla Miller Haynes, FOIA Coordinator

Michigan Commission for the Blind

Attachments: 

1.
Email of 1/6/2012 received 1/9/2012

2.
FOIA Invoice

Cc:
Patrick Cannon


Mel Farmer


Susan Turney


Elsie Duell


Constance Zanger


James Hull


Leamon Jones


Elizabeth White

From: joe harcz Comcast [mailto:joeharcz@comcast.net] 

Sent: Friday, January 06, 2012 12:32 PM

To: Cannon, Patrick (LARA)

Cc: Larry Posont MCB Comm.; lydia Schuck MCB Comm.; John Scott MCB Comm.; James Cheney EOC; Joe Sontag; terry Eagle; Mark Eagle; Hazell Brooks; rutherford_beard@yahoo.com; nfbmi-talk@nfbnet.org

Subject: bep trainer questions

January 6 2011 Questions About BEP Trainer

Paul Joseph Harcz, Jr.

To:

Patrick D. Cannon

Director, Michigan Commission for the Blind

Dear Mr. Cannon,

I am writing to ask some simple questions about the LARA/MCB component found at:

http://apps.michigan.gov/MiTransparency/Vendor/Agencies?Column=TotalAmount&Direction=Ascending&y=2011&v=JERRY%20A%20MCVETY

Payments to JERRY A MCVETY for fiscal year 2011

Click on a agency name to view payments to this vendor by this agency.

Table with 2 columns and 3 rows

Agency Name

Payment Totals

STATE POLICE

$12,350.00

LICENSING AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS

$39,440.58

I am assuming that these were payments made for BEP vendor training programs (excluding the State Police Component of course).

Now with these payments and all we paid for expensive hotel and so forth related to this why can’t MCB afford a BEP trainer?

Oh, yes are all these classes and trainings in full compliance with the ADA and Section 504 as required of such vendors for services?

Sincerely,

Paul Joseph Harcz, Jr.

Cc: MCB Commissioners

Cc: EOC members and vendors

Cc: NFB MI

