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Constitution

Article I. Name 


The name of this division is the National Association Of Guide Dog Users of the National Federation Of The Blind.

Article II. Purpose 


The purpose of this association is to promote understanding through education with the general public; establish and maintain a forum in which discussion about guide dogs - their training, care, and behavior - may be shared by users; work cooperatively with and provide consultation to guide dog schools; to work constructively within the framework of the National Federation Of The Blind to strenghten equality, opportunity, and security for all blind persons.  

Article III. Membership 


Persons eligible for membership in the Association are:


A. Guide Dog Users; and 


B. Those individuals interested in the work of the Association.  membership in the Association will constitute membership in the National Federation Of The Blind.

Article IV. Dues 


Dues of the Association will be an amount determined by the membership as needed.  Dues are payable at the time of the annual meeting.  If an individual desires to become a member of the Association at a time before the annual meeting, the dues shall be the same.  Exception: Should the request for membership be made less than three months before the annual meeting, the dues will be applied to the following year. 

Article V. Officers 


The officers of the Association are: President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  Duties of the officers are those duties ordinarily ascribed to the office. 

Article VI. Elections 


Officers will be elected at the annual meeting of the Association.  Persons elected will serve a two year term.  Election will be by simple majority of members present and voting.  

Article VII. Committees 


The officers will constitute the Board for purposes of managing the affairs of the Association.  The President shall, having consulted with the Board, appoint committees necessary for the handling of specific program activities within the organization.  

Article VIII. Meetings 


The Association will meet anually at the time of the National Federation of the Blind Convention.  The President may call special meetings of the Board, by telephone or in person.  Committee meetings may be called by the chairperson (by telephone) with the knowledge of the President.

Article IX. Affiliation 


The National Association Of Guide Dog Users; National Federation Of The Blind is an affiliate of the National Federation of the Blind.  The organization will abide by the constitution of the National Federation Of The Blind and the policies established within the authority of the National Federation Of the Blind convention.  The work of the Association is integral to the over-all objectives of the National Federation Of The Blind and it will not consider any action contrary to or independent of the authority of the National Federation Of The Blind.  

Article X. Dissolution 


If for any reason the National Association Of Guide Dog Users; National Federation Of the Blind ceases to exist, all assets which have been accrued by the organization will be given to the National Federation Of The Blind: a District of Columbia 501 C3 non-profit organization.

Article XI. Amendments 


This constitution may be amended at any annual meeting of the Association under the following provisions: 


A. The proposed amendment will be submitted in writing to the President at least twenty-four hours before the annual meeting; and, 


B. Three-fourths majority of the membership present and voting is necessary for passage of the proposed amendment(s).  All amendments must be approved by the National Federation Of The Blind before they may be included to the Constitution of the National Association Of Guide Dog Users.
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