	[image: image1.png]




	Michigan ADA Steering Committee

Meeting Minutes

August 28, 2012


Present: Dick Baker, Salli Christenson, Monica Del Castillo, Paul Ecklund, Curt Hansen, Dan Cooper, Jessica Madrigal (by phone)
Absent: Vickey Argo, Carolyn Grawi, Kathleen Johnston-Calati, Shawnese Laury-Johnson, Amy Maes, Lucia Rios, Linda Williams
Guest: Mark Cody, Michigan Protection & Advocacy Service
Welcome and Introduction

Approval of Minutes

A correction was made to the second paragraph under Old and New Business from the previous meeting’s minutes, as Carolyn Grawi’s name was inadvertently placed in a sentence.  

The minutes from April 24, 2012, were approved.

Regional Report
Jessica Madrigal from the Great Lakes ADA Center gave the regional report:
The next ADA Audio Conference Session on September 18 will feature Faith Gross, VOTE Coordinator from the Legal Center for People with Disabilities in Denver.  With the 2012 Election upon us, it is a good time to review the obligations and responsibilities to ensure equal access to the voting process.   You can register for this session at the www.ada-audio.org website.

The next session in the Legal Webinar Series on September 19 will focus on emerging issues, including disability harassment, retaliation and constructive discharge.  The presenters will be Alan Goldstein and Barry Taylor from Equip for Equality.  More information about the session, its speakers and registration is available at www.ada-audio.org  under Legal Webinar Series.

The Dept. of Justice has issued a Q&A on AIDS and the ADA which can be found on their website at www.ada.gov/aids/ada_q&a_aids.htm.

The Pacific ADA Center, in collaboration with the Great Lakes ADA Center and the ADA National Network, is hosting a series of webinars on Emergency Management and Preparedness.  The first session was held on August 22nd and focused on the obligations of the federal government.  The next session is scheduled for September 13th and will focus on the obligations of state and local government.   More information on this series can be found online at www.adaconferences.org/Emergency.

The first of a series of self-paced webinars for AIA credit/certificate of attendance are available in the AccessibilityOnline webinar series.  These sessions can be viewed along with taking a pre and post test for credit.  The purpose of this new offering is to address the needs of individuals who were unable to attend the live sessions and want the information but also need the credit for their licensure, etc.   The first in the series covers the 2010 ADA Standards.
The September 6th AccessibilityOnline Webinar series session will feature “Accessible Webinars.”  This session will be presented by Robin Jones.   More information regarding this session can be found online at www.accessibilityonline.org.
The Great Lakes ADA Center is in discussion with the National Center on Accessibility (NCA) to collaborate on a Webinar Series that would highlight Recreation Access which we hope to begin in the upcoming months.  More information regarding this series will follow.

The Center is hosting a meeting of the Steering Committee chairpersons, fiscal agents and other interested persons in November 2012.   The tentative dates are November 15th and 16th.   The meeting will begin at noon on the 15th and end at 1:00 pm on the 16th.   The purpose of the meeting is to review the Center’s activities and progress on our goals and objectives, discuss how we can strengthen the Steering Committee relationship and begin planning for the 25th anniversary of the ADA.  In addition they will be introducing the ADA Trainer Network, which the Center is hoping to launch as part of a national initiative to create greater capacity for training across the Country.   More information will follow shortly.

Let the Great Lakes ADA Center know if you have any requests for future training topics.

There is a new ADA Quiz Book available from the Center. Contact Jessica at jmadri1@uic.edu for a copy.

Dan Cooper reminded everyone that information and links regarding all of the trainings can be found on the Michigan ADA Steering Committee home page.

Paul Ecklund mentioned that the webinars are often at the same time as JAN webcasts.  Jessica stated they are aware of this.
Monica Del Castillo asked if there was an update on the webinar regarding service animals that had been postponed.  Jessica said they was nothing currently scheduled.
Curt Hansen asked if there was more information on Punch-in.org.  Jessica said there was no update, but they will send out details when it is ready.
Announcements
Paul passed out a handout entitled “Adapting for Access: ADA Compliance in Historical Structures.”  Paul will send it to Dan, who will forward it to the committee.
Dan worked an information table at the ADA Day Celebration in Flint on July 27 which had a large number of people.  There was also an event in Lansing, but he was unable to attend, as he did not hear about it until two days before the event.
Monica said that there was no new information on plans regarding a disability audit for Lansing Community College.

Mark Cody, the legal director at Michigan Protection and Advocacy Service, spoke to the committee regarding the possible lack of accessibility of state agency websites.  He suggested that we use funds in the next fiscal year for auditing the websites.  Monica emphasized the need of getting an audit into the right hands when/if it is completed.  Jessica said that Janet Peters at the ADA Center is knowledgeable about website accessibility.
Budget

Dan provided the budget numbers through June.  He said the amounts were low due to the temporary hold on spending while we waited for the new subcontract, and he expected excess funds to be carried over to the next fiscal year.
Dan will put will together the budget for the next fiscal year and send it to the co-chairs for approval.  He expects it to be similar to this year’s budget, with the extra funds being used for state projects and the ADA Symposium.
Projects for 2012-13
The committee discussed the draft of the 2012-13 Request for Proposals that Dan had sent out.  Dan will incorporate the information that was presented by Mark Cody and change the due date to September 30 per member comments.  He will send it out within the next few days.
Old and New Business

Paul Ecklund said that Disability Network Southwest Michigan had done one of its hotel trainings so far and had scheduled a second one.  He said they were having some difficulty getting additional hotels to agree, possibly due to the publicity surrounding the requirements for swimming pools.

Dan said he approved extensions for both 2011-12 projects into the next fiscal year due to the delayed funding.

The committee discussed the draft of a new brochure that Dan provided.  There were comments regarding the desire to make it more interesting.  Curt will provide changes for Dan to make to the new brochure, and it will be reviewed at the next meeting.
After discussion, members agreed to change to change the name of the committee to “ADA Michigan.”  Dan will send this out to the entire committee in case anyone who was not at the meeting has concerns.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will take place on the regularly scheduled day of October 23, 2012, at 11:00 AM at the MPAS office in Lansing.
