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	ADA MICHIGAN
Meeting Minutes

January 22, 2013


Present: Vickey Argo, Salli Christenson, Monica Del Castillo, Paul Ecklund (by phone), Carolyn Grawi, Curt Hansen, Debbie Wilson, Dan Cooper, Peter Berg (by phone)
Absent: Dick Baker, Kathleen Johnston-Calati, Amy Maes, Lucia Rios, Linda Williams
Guests: Sharon Ellis, State of Michigan ADA Compliance Director; Jodi Kreschmer, Ann Arbor Center for Independent Living intern; Matthew Ragon, Ann Arbor Center for Independent Living intern
Welcome and Introductions
Sharon Ellis introduced herself to the committee.  She recently became the ADA Compliance Director for the state.
Approval of Minutes

The minutes from the October 23, 2012, meeting were approved.

Announcements
Monica Del Castillo is currently the interim director of the Office of Disability Services at Lansing Community College.
Debbie Wilson stated that Shawnese Laury-Johnson has moved back to the Bureau of Services for Blind Persons.

Curt Hansen is attempting to work with the City of Lansing to get more accessible parking spaces.
Carolyn Grawi said the Ann Arbor Center for Independent Living has been doing disability awareness workshops at schools in Ann Arbor.  They have lined up 18 schools.

Carolyn has also been working with the Ann Arbor office of the Business Leadership Network to conduct ADA trainings for employers.
Vickey Argo said a Business Leadership Network office may be created in Kalamazoo.
Paul Ecklund said the Michigan Housing Work Group is working with MSHDC regarding low income housing credits and accessibility.

Paul also spoke about looking into support for mental health parity legislation, which would require insurers to treat mental health coverage the same as other coverage.
Regional Report
Peter Berg from the Great Lakes ADA Center gave the report:
The February 2013 ADA Audio Conference Series session will focus on the obligations of Title II and III entities for swimming pool lifts.  The featured speaker will be Troy Balcazar of the Great Plains ADA Center.  You can register for this session at the www.ada-audio.org website.

The March 2013 ADA Audio Conference Series session will focus on current trends in disability policy and technology.  The featured speaker is Mark Richert, Director of Public Policy for the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB).  More information on this session can be found at www.ada-audio.org under the ADA Audio Conference Series link.

The March 2013 ADA Legal Webinar Series will focus on reasonable accommodation issues specific to leave and reassignment.  The featured speaker will be Brian East from Advocacy, Inc, the protection and advocacy center in Texas.
The first three in a series of self-paced webinars for AIA credit/Certificate of Attendance are available.  The topics covered are Accessibility Standards: The Basics, Accessible Routes (including doors and entrances) and Accessible Doors and Maneuvering Clearances.  Individuals who are interested in participating in these programs for credit can do so by going to www.accessibilityonline.org and selecting the “Self Paced Webinar” link in the right hand column.  Individuals who attended/participated in the “live” session are not eligible for credits by taking the same session through the self-paced webinar program.  The next topic to be addressed is toilet and bathing facilities.  The Center is also working on the two-part Lodging and the 2010 ADA Standards series, which will hopefully be available before the end of March 2013.

The ADA Case Law Database continues to be updated to include new Title I, II and III cases.  The Center has also added an ADA Case Law Digest which highlights recent cases.  If you are not familiar with this searchable resource of major ADA litigation, please check it out.  Go to www.adacaselaw.org to sign up for a free account.
The Center is sponsoring scholarships to cover the cost of the $600 registration fee to attend the 2013 National ADA Symposium, which is scheduled for May 13-15 in San Antonio.  Individuals interested in applying for the registration scholarship may do so by submitting an application online.  Visit www.adagreatlakes.org and there is a link on the home page.  If there are questions or problems locating this information, call Great Lakes ADA at 800-949-4232 (V/TTY) or send an email to adata@adagreatlakes.org.
Peter sent an e-mail to Dan Cooper regarding the stipends for the ADA Symposium.  Dan had forwarded it to the outside mailing list   He will also send it to the committee members per Peter’s request.
Dan added that links to all of the trainings mentioned by Peter can be found at the ADA Michigan website at www.adamich.org.
Budget
Dan provided the budget report through December, which included unspent funds from the previous fiscal year.  He stated that although MPAS has covered any extra expenses that went over budget in previous years, it can no longer do so, so the committee must stay under budget for the current fiscal year.  He also mentioned that there may be as much as $2,000 available for additional projects.
Regional Meeting Report

Vickey and Curt attended the regional meeting of the Great Lakes ADA Center and the steering committees from the region that was held on November 15-16 in Chicago.  They mentioned that the steering committee in Ohio will no longer be funded since they were not meeting their obligations.
DNR Trail Plan

The DNR’s “Michigan Comprehensive Trail Plan” to improve trails is currently open to public comment.  Paul said he found few mentions of accessibility in the document.  He also spoke about the importance of using the appropriate language related to disability.  
It was decided that Paul will compose a letter for the DNR that states trail access does not change the nature of the activity, nor is it too difficult or expensive to implement.  Paul will send the letter to Dan when ready, and he will forward it to the co-chairs for comment.
Election of Co-Chairs
Curt and Vickey were the only members nominated via e-mail to Dan for the co-chair positions.  They were re-elected as co-chairs for the next year.
Evaluation of Fiscal Agent & Coordinator

The committee members met without Dan to discuss the annual evaluation of Michigan Protection & Advocacy service as the fiscal agent and Dan Cooper as the committee coordinator.  They approved of both.
Old and New Business

Curt Hansen said it may be possible to get an intern to create a list of ADA coordinators thought the state.
Monica, Kathleen and Paul will be attending the ADA Symposium in May.  Dan said that those who have not yet attended should get an opportunity in the future if they stay with the committee.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will take place on the regularly scheduled day of April 22, 2013, at 11:00 AM at the MPAS office in Lansing.
