Michigan ADA Steering Committee

Meeting Minutes – April 24, 2012
Lansing, Michigan

Present: Vickey Argo, Salli Christenson, Monica Del Castillo, Curt Hansen, Kathleen Johnston-Calati, Shawnese Laury-Johnson (by phone), Amy Maes (by phone), Lucia Rios (by phone), Dan Cooper, Peter Berg (by phone)
Absent: Dick Baker, Paul Ecklund, Linda Williams
Guests: Carolyn Grawi, Ann Arbor Center for Independent Living (by phone) 
 Toya Williams, Michigan Department of Community Health
Welcome and Introduction

Approval of Minutes

The minutes from January 24, 2012, were approved.

Regional Report
Peter Berg gave the regional report:
The April ADA Audio Conference Session featured Joyce Walker-Jones from the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) for an open dialog.   The session was recorded and is archived at the ADA Audio Website archives on www.ada-audio.org.
The May ADA Audio Conference Session on May 17, 2012, will feature Jessica Mitchell, FEMA Region V Disability Specialist, who will address emergency preparedness and people with disabilities.  You can register for this session at the www.ada-audio.org website.

The next session in the Legal Webinar Series on May 16, 2012, will focus on confidentiality under the ADA and feature Barry Taylor and Alan Goldstein from Equip for Equality.    Registration is now available at www.ada-audio.org.
The May 3, 2012, AccessibilityOnline Webinar series session will feature “Accessible Communication Elements and Features.”  This session will be presented by Rex Pace and Dave Baquis, Accessibility Specialists with the US Access Board.   More information can be found at www.accessibilityonline.org.
The Great Lakes ADA Center is playing host to the U.S. Department of Justice’s recently announced webinars focused on Pool Lifts and the 2010 ADA Standards for Title II and III entities.  These sessions will be held on May 2 & 9. Registration will be available starting April 24 after 3pm.  They are on a first come, first served basis and a limited number of registrations are available.  The sessions will be recorded and made available at a later date.  More information about the sessions is on the DOJ ADA website at www.ada.gov

Planning and registration continues to move forward for the ADA Symposium in Indianapolis on May 30 - June 1.  The agenda is set and registration is still available at the early bird rate through May 1 at www.adasymposium.org .  The Great Lakes ADA Center has granted 20 scholarships to attend the conference to date.  The Center is sponsoring a reception on the opening night of the reception in collaboration with our partners in Indiana.

The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for the extension to the compliance date for installation of lifts in existing swimming pools closed last week.  They are awaiting DOJ’s final word on this issue in the form of a Final Rule which is likely to be issued at the beginning of May.   The 60-day initial extension will expire on May 15.  You can remain up to date on what is occurring with this requirement on the DOJ Website at www.ada.gov/regs2010/ADAregs2012/pools_2012_nprm_final.htm.
The subcontract agreements for the state Steering Committees have taken longer than usual for processing this year.  It is largely due to problems that the university experienced with the federal government in securing all of the paperwork necessary to set up the grant account.   The first year of each funding cycle brings new challenges as we need to start over with our subcontracts and they must go before the Board of Trustees at the university for review and approval.  Once they are in place, they do not need to do anything other than an amendment each year through the fifth year, which is a very simple process and goes fairly quickly.  Unfortunately, we are in that first year and hope to have everything signed and finalized by May.   All funds are retroactive to the October 1, 2011, start of our funding cycle.   Funds can be carried over from one year to the next through the life of the subcontract agreement with all funds needing to be expended by the end of the funding cycle in 2016.

The ADA Network has an added a tenth fact sheet on the revised ADA regulations regarding parking.

The adata.org website is undergoing a makeover.
The ADA portal, which is being managed at the University of Washington, is being updated.

Curt Hansen asked Peter about the status punch-in.org.  He also requested brochures.  Peter will look into it and send an update to Dan to forward to the committee.

Carolyn Grawi asked if it was possible to get he names of the people from Michigan who will be attending the National ADA Symposium.  Peter will check on that.

Monica Del Castillo asked for an update on the webinar on service animals that was cancelled.  Peter stated there was nothing new scheduled.

Curt asked about the status of the new subcontract for the steering committee.  Peter said that it may come through in May,

Curt asked about a previously mentioned project regarding the Chamber of Commerce.  Peter was unsure of what Curt was mentioning.
Announcements
Amy Maes said she is chairing an accommodation committee through MARAO.  She will forward a MARO update to Dan.  The annual conference will be in Traverse City.  Those interested in getting involved should contact Amy.

Amy stated that the 13th Action Day Conference will be held on September 20 at Northern Michigan University in Marquette.  A “Walk & Roll” fundraising event will be held the evening of the 19th.

Kathleen Johnston-Calati said the Bowlarama fundraising event for MDRC will be held on May 19.  She will send information to Dan.
Vickey stated the MBLN held its statewide strategic planning meeting in March and added that if anyone knows of a person with a disability who has a business and wants certification, please let her know.

Peter requested an updated steering committee roster.  Dan will send it to him.

Monica said that the dean at Lansing Community College (LCC) has approached the Disability Services Office about doing a disability audit for LCC.
Shawnese Laury-Johnson said the Governor had issued an executive order that would cause the transfer of MCB and MRS, but it has been rescinded.  It will still be moving to DHS.
Budget

Dan Cooper stated there were no still budget details to report as the final subcontract paperwork has not arrived yet.  MPAS will not be covering any major expenses until the paperwork comes through.  Dan has notified Disability Network Oakland & Macomb and Disability Network Southwest Michigan about the delay in funding.
Project Proposals

Dan has notified Disability Network Oakland & Macomb and Disability Network Southwest Michigan about the delay in funding.
Carolyn Grawi stated the Ann Arbor CIL is still interested in resubmitting a proposal.
Old and New Business

Curt mentioned looking into grants and other sources of funding for the committee.  He will check with Robin to see if she knows of possibilities.

Dan said the steering committee brochure needs to be updated due to the change in focus, as well as the address change for MPAS.  Suggestions included better formatting and including areas that members represent.  Members should send comments to Dan.  He will put together a draft for the next meeting.
Dan said that anyone interested in membership to the steering committee should request an application from him.
Dan gave out expense forms and said that anyone needing reimbursement for mileage to the meeting should return the form to him.
Dan questioned how useful Facebook and other online tools are.  Salli claimed it is useful.  Monica said it was good for reaching a younger audience.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will take place on the regularly scheduled day of July 24, 2012, at 11:00 AM at the MPAS office in Lansing.
