Michigan ADA Steering Committee

Meeting Minutes – April 27, 2010
Lansing, Michigan

Present: Vickey Argo, Dick Baker, Curt Hansen, Shawnese Laury-Johnson (by phone), Amy Maes (by phone), Cheryl Mattson, Tony Wong (by phone), Peter Berg (by phone), Dan Cooper
Absent: Paul Ecklund, Linda Potter, Lucia Rios, Linda Williams, Duncan Wyeth

Welcome and Introduction

Approval of Minutes

The minutes were approved.

Regional Report
Peter Berg gave the Great Lakes ADA Center regional report:

The transcript and audio recording of April 20 ADA Audio Conference program “Conducting Effective Accessibility Surveys: Part II Exterior Environment” will be available on the www.ada-audio.org website by May 4
The May ADA Audio Conference session scheduled for May 18 will focus on customer service and the hospitality industry.  More information is available on the website.

The transcript from the April 7 Legal Webinar topic “Reasonable Accommodation Legal Update” is available on the www.ada-audio.org website.

The next Legal Webinar will be held on June 2 and feature the topic “Invisible Disabilities.”  More information is online.
The revisions to Title II and Title III regulations remain on hold based on actions taken by the Obama Administration.  At this time it is anticipated that new regulations will not be issued before mid-late 2010.  One strategy being explored is releasing the regulations in two parts.  ADAAG Revisions would be released first with the other revisions to the regulations implementing Title II and III released second.  This is not confirmed so stay tuned.  

The EEOC continues to work on the revisions to the ADAAA Regulations.  The Commission has had recent appointments which means that the work of the commission can continue, and it is hopeful that a final regulation will be issued by late summer 2010.  

The next AccessibilityOnline webinar will feature Accessible Parking and Passenger Loading Zones.  The featured speaker will be Jim Pecht, US Access Board.  The session is scheduled for May 6 at 1:30pm-4:00pm EST.  More information on registration can be found at www.accessibilityonline.org.

We are ready to increase attention on the national campaign to get 2010 local and state governments to recommit to the full implementation of the ADA before the 20th Anniversary of the ADA.   More information can be found online at www.2010anniversary.org.   Allison Stoner from the Great Lakes ADA Center has been in communication with the states to compare mailing lists, organizations, etc. that will be used to promote this program.  It is anticipated that this program will go into full swing in late April to begin the process of gaining attention and raising awareness in preparation for the July 26, 2010 anniversary date.  States will be receiving more information from Allison in coming days.     

The Great Lakes is once again offering scholarships to cover the cost of registration for the 2010 ADA Symposium to be held in Denver, CO from June 20th-23rd.   More information regarding the scholarships is on the Center’s website and the deadline for application is fast approaching.   Symposium registration and session information is available at www.adasympoium.org.
The ADA Legal Database is ready for public use.   The URL is www.adacaselaw.org.   Individuals are encouraged to visit the site and provide us feedback on the search process before we go “public” and promote the site to the general public.  Your feedback is welcome and we hope you will find it to be a valuable resource.  We have recently entered into a collaboration with the Region II DBTAC located at Cornell University to add case law under Title II and III.  The current database has focused on Title I where the majority of case law has developed, but we are excited about this new collaboration to populate the Title II and III database as well.

The Great Lakes Center has been developing an on-line module for employers and HR professionals regarding Cultural Competency and the inclusion of disability.  It is hoped that this module will be available for beta testing within the next month.  We will be in contact with our state Steering Committees seeking volunteers to review the content of the program and provide us with feedback prior to release to the public.

The Great Lakes Center has been involved in a research project focused on individuals who have had a stroke or have a cognitive impairment.  One of the projects associated with this research has been the development of a training module for employers to increase their awareness of cognitive disabilities and accommodations in the workplace.  We will be releasing an on-line module aimed at providing awareness and information to employers on this topic. We will be collecting data as part of the research project from individuals who participate in the on-line module.  More information will be sent forth when the module is released on our website.

The Center solicited concepts for posters from youth with disabilities across the state of Illinois.  We received 17 entries and the final seven were put on the Center’s website for public voting.  The final votes are in and the winning entry will be announced on our website, and they are in the process of turning the winning entry into a poster for distribution in “hard copy” as well as a printable version on our website.  

The ten DBTACs have developed a new name to represent the coalition of 10 Centers.   We are now referred to as the ADA National Network.   We are gradually discontinuing the name “DBTAC” due to confusion it creates and the fact that it is not well recognized as an acronym in the business community.   We have also developed a new national logo which you will begin to see on our website, etc.

The ADA National Network has also developed a logo for the 20th Anniversary.

The Center will be providing an additional $5,000 for training regarding the ADA Amendments Act.  Robin will be providing more information.

Announcements

The MBLN will be doing trainings on DB101, a new interactive website that has information on benefits, employment, etc.  There will be training in Grand Rapids on May 4. (Vickey)
A leadership counsel is forming to look at the strengths and weaknesses of what the state provides to help employ people with disabilities. (Vickey)
There will be 29 high school students taking part in the MYLF on June 19-23 at MSU.  Students will be matched with transition counselors for the first time this year. (Cheryl)
The NAWDP is having presentations and workshops regarding Project SEARCH. (Curt)
Diane Corrigan-Calley has resigned from the committee due to ongoing medical and personal issues. (Dan)

Tony Wong and Linda Potter will be attending the National ADA Symposium in June. (Dan)
There is now space for announcements available on the home page of the steering committee website.  Let Dan know if you ever have information you would like to post. (Dan)
The UCP employer workshop is taking place today (April 27) in Southfield. (Dan)

Vickey will be attending a Project SEARCH conference in July. (Vickey)
Budget

Dan provided the budget numbers through March.  He stated there should be unused funds from “travel” to carryover to next fiscal year.
ADA 20th Anniversary Funds
The committee discussed the ADA 20th anniversary celebration proposals from the Disability Network Southwest Michigan, Capital Area CIL, Disability Network in Flint and UCP Detroit.  It was agreed to provide the $1,000, $2,800, $1,200 and $1,000, respectively.  Dan will send an e-mail to committee members to vote electronically.
Next Fiscal Year Funds
The Request for Proposals for 2010-11 has been updated but it will be virtually the same as the one used last year.  Dan will send it out soon, so we can discuss proposals at the next quarterly meeting.
Old and New Business

There was no business to discuss.
Next Meeting

The next meeting will take place at MPAS in Lansing on July 27, 2010.
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