Michigan ADA Steering Committee

Meeting Minutes – April 26, 2011
Lansing, Michigan

Present: Vickey Argo, Dick Baker, Paul Ecklund, Curt Hansen, Shawnese Laury-Johnson (by phone), Dan Cooper, Peter Berg (by phone)
Absent: Amy Maes, Lucia Rios, Linda Williams, Tony Wong
Welcome and Introduction

Lori Dalton from Michigan Works attended as a guest and may be interested in becoming a member.
Approval of Minutes

The minutes were approved.

Regional Report
Peter Berg gave the regional report:
This is the fifth and final year of the grant cycle.  It may take some time until we know what will be happening in the next fiscal year.

The 7 session series on ADA Transportation concluded in April 2011.  The entire series was recorded and the archived recording along with the handout materials are available for review on the www.adaconferences.org/Transportation website.   

The May 17, 2011, ADA Audio Conference session will focus on the ADA and Ticketing with a focus on the consumer wanting to purchase accessible tickets and what they need to know.  The presenters are Betty Siegel, The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and Kleo King, United Spinal Association.  Registration information is available at www.ada-audio.org under ADA Audio Conference.  The June 21st session shifts gears and will focus on Reasonable Accommodation in Employment.

The May 18, 2010, Legal webinar will focus on Procedural Requirements and Barriers to bringing an ADA suit into the courts.  For more information and to register go to www.ada-audio.org and choose the Legal Webinar Series.

The originally scheduled May 3, 2011, special session on the ADAAA Final Regulations was held on April 4, 2011, based on the fact that the regulations were released sooner than anticipated.  This session was attended by over 1000 persons nationwide.  A recording of this session is available at www.adaconferences.org/ADAAA.
The Great Lakes Center had multiple copies of the 2010 Accessibility Standards and Regulations Implementing Title II and III along with the regulatory analysis printed for distribution.  Each state received a supply of these materials for their own use.  Additional copies are available from the Center.

The ADA National Network has created a series of fact sheets regarding topics commonly asked about the Revisions to the Title II and III Regulations.  Copies are available from the Center in both PDF and Word Format.   We are in the process of putting these documents on our website for review/download.  The topics covered include:

· Overview of Revised Regulations

· Effective Communication

· Exams and Courses

· Wheelchairs and Other Power Driven Mobility Devices

· Correctional Facilities

· Overview of the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design

· Service Animals

· Ticketing

· Lodging

The Region I ADA Center (New England) has recently released two self-paced on-line courses covering:

· Disability Rights: http://www.adaptiveenvironments.org/neada/site/web_based_trainings#14
· Employment: http://humancentereddesign.org/neada/title1web/ADATitle1_HTML/Welcome.html
The National ADA Symposium will be held in May.  There are 500 people who have registered.

ADA Standards Training
We have $4,000 available to do training on the new regulations and standards.  The Great Lakes ADA Center has made another $6,000 available.
Curt requested information regarding how other state steering committees are doing trainings.  Peter stated that Minnesota did a one-day training in November.  Indiana has proposed a two-day event with the first day focusing on the ADA Amendments Act, and the second day dealing with the 2010 standards.
The committee discussed doing a two-day event with the first day focusing on the ADA Amendments Act and featuring a Dept. of Justice representative.  The second day could focus on the new standards and feature someone from the Access Board and from the State of Michigan.  The possibility of doing two half-day sessions was also mentioned.  The Great Lakes ADA Center could cover the costs to bring in three speakers.  It could also set up an online registration service and provide flash drives for the participants.
The committee discussed potential locations with Lansing appearing to be the best option.  The cost to participants was also discussed, and Peter mentioned that Minnesota charged about $75.  Peter also said he will send over a flyer from the Minnesota event.  He also stated that Great Lakes can coordinate CEUs.
Dan will look into potential locations around Lansing.  The Holiday Inn, Radisson and Kellogg Center were mentioned as possibilities.  Paul will look into what other events are going on, so we can coordinate around them.
Dan asked if there should be another meeting to plan the conference.  It was decided that we would get more information first, and then plan to meet later.

Announcements

Paul went to a conference with MDOT on public rights of way.  He also mentioned that MDOT is planning for 20 years down the road, and you can contact them if you have concerns.
Curt handed out brochures for the ADA National Network.  He also provided brochures for Punch-in (www.punch-in.org), which focuses on employment for youth with disabilities.  Dan said he will create a link on the committee website.
Curt sent retirement cards to former members Cheryl Matson and Duncan Wyeth.
Curt met with a CATA representative to check on the possibility of having a representative on the committee.  He contacted the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, but he received no response.  He gave an application to Lori Dalton from Michigan Works.
Vickey stated there will be a webinar by EARN regarding the EEOC’s implementation of the ADA Amendments Act of 2008 on April 28.  She will send details to Dan, who will forward them to the committee.
Paul spoke with a CEO regarding the questioning of applicants about their disabilities.  As a result, the CEO changed the content on their website.
Lucia and Dan will be attending the National ADA Symposium on May 8-11.
Dan has numerous 2010 Accessibility Standards and Regulations books.  Let him know if you would like any, and he will send them out to you.
Budget

Dan provided the budget numbers through March.  There were no concerns.
This is the last year of the five-year grant cycle, so no funds can be carried over to next year.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held in Lansing on July 26 at 11:00 AM in Lansing.
