Michigan ADA Steering Committee

Meeting Minutes – July 26, 2011
Lansing, Michigan

Present: Vickey Argo, Dick Baker, Curt Hansen, Amy Maes, Shawnese Laury-Johnson (by phone), Lucia Rios (by Phone), Dan Cooper, Peter Berg (by phone)
Absent: Paul Ecklund, Linda Williams, Tony Wong
Welcome and Introduction

Approval of Minutes

The minutes were approved.

Regional Report
Peter Berg gave the regional report:
NIDRR published the new RFP.  The Great Lakes ADA Center will need to get out its proposal by early next week.  Peter will send out an e-mail to committee members to request a letter of commitment.  Robin will request a letter from Dan for MPAS.
The August 16, 2011, ADA Audio Conference session will focus on Mediation as a form of resolving ADA related disputes.  The presenters are from the Key Bridge Foundation, a nationally recognized Mediation Center that trains and conducts mediations on behalf of the U.S. Department of Justice and other entities.  Representatives from the EEOC and DOJ Mediation Programs will also be participating.  Registration information is available at www.ada-audio.org under ADA Audio Conference.  The final session of this fiscal year and grant period will be on Tuesday, September 20, 2011, and covers the obligations of the Lodging Industry under the new 2010 ADA Regulations.

The final legal webinar of this fiscal year and grant period will be held on Wednesday, September 21, 2011, and will cover the litigation that has occurred under the ADAAA since its implementation in January 2009.  More information and to register go to www.ada-audio.org and choose Legal Webinar Series.

The final Accessible Tech Webinar Series session for this fiscal year and grant period will be held on September 13, 2011.  The session will focus on Mobile Computing and Accessibility.  More information and to register go to www.ada-audio.org and choose Accessible Technology Webinar Series.

The August AccessibilityOnline webinar session with the U.S. Access Board will address Accessible Health Clubs and Fitness Facilities.   To register or for more information regarding this session go to www.accessibilityonline.org.
The Great Lakes Center is hosting a special session for the U.S. Access Board that will reviewing and seeking input on the newly released Proposed Rules for Public Rights of Way (sidewalks, street crossings, etc.) on Thursday, August 8th.  More information regarding this session can be found on the www.accessibilityonline.org website.

The Great Lakes Center is collaborating with the U.S. Department of Justice and the FCC to host a virtual “Listening Session” on the proposed revisions to the Section 508 guidelines to seek public input on Thursday, September 8, 2011.   More information regarding this session and opportunities to participate will be forthcoming.

The Great Lakes Center still has multiple copies of the 2010 Accessibility Standards and Regulations Implementing Title II and III along with the regulatory analysis printed for distribution.  Each state received a supply of these materials for their own use.  Additional copies are available from the Center.

The ADA National Network has created a series of fact sheets regarding topics commonly asked about in the Revisions to the Title II and III Regulations.   Copies are available from the Center in both PDF and Word Format.   They are in the process of putting these documents on our website for review/download.  The topics covered include the following:

· Overview of Revised Regulations

· Effective Communication

· Exams and Courses

· Wheelchairs and Other Power Driven Mobility Devices

· Correctional Facilities

· Overview of the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design

· Service Animals

· Ticketing

· Lodging
The U.S. Department of Justice has published three updated documents that incorporate information from the revised 2010 ADA Regulations on their website at www.ada.gov.  They are Primer for Small Business (Replaces previous Guide for Small Business), Ticket Sales and Service Animals (replaces previous Service Animal Documents).
The US Department of Justice has established two special web pages, addressing critical issues under the ADA.  They are Fighting Discrimination against people with AIDS/HIV at www.ada.gov/aids/index.htm and Olmstead-Community Integration for Everyone www.ada.gov/Olmstead.
Announcements
Amy said that SAIL is doing a program with the Department of Veterans’ Affairs for veterans in the U.P. at Clear Lake in September.
Lucia stated that Disability Network Lakeshore is having a reception for its new executive director, Todd Whiteman, on August 5 at 4-6 PM.  Lucia will send out the details to Dan, and he will forward it to the committee.
Budget

Dan provided the budget numbers through June.  There were no concerns.
Conference on New ADA Standards

Dan researched potential sites around Lansing for a two-day conference and contacted Robin.  Robin said that September was looking bad for speakers, and that it may be possible to do it in October instead.  Due to scheduling conflicts, it was decided that the first part of October is best.  It was suggested that people have the option of scheduling for only half of the first day.

Vickey said she has contacts from the State of Michigan if we need a speaker for the second day.  Amy suggested having a keynote speaker give a historical context to start the conference.

Dan will contact Robin to plan out next steps.  There will be a conference call on Monday, August 8, at 10:00 AM to discuss planning for the conference.

Old and New Business

Dan worked a table at the Disability Network’s ADA Day Celebration in Flint on July 22.  There were a large number of attendees, but he does not know the total yet.

Dan has copies of the ADA Title II and Title II regulations, as well as the Guidance on the 2010 Standards for Accessible Design.  Please contact him if you would like them.
Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held earlier than usual.  It will tentatively take place on October 11, 2011, at 11:00 AM in Lansing.  
