Michigan ADA Steering Committee

Meeting Minutes – January 24, 2012
Lansing, Michigan

Present: Vickey Argo, Dick Baker, Salli Christenson, Monica Del Castillo, Paul Ecklund, Curt Hansen, Shawnese Laury-Johnson (by phone), Linda Williams (by phone), Dan Cooper, Peter Berg (by phone)
Absent: Amy Maes, Lucia Rios
Guests: Sheryl Emery, MDCR Division on Deaf and Hard of Hearing
 Carolyn Grawi, Ann Arbor Center for Independent Living (by phone) 
 Kathleen Johnston-Calati, Michigan Disability Rights Coalition

 Donna Wilson, Michigan Department of Civil Rights
Welcome and Introduction

Two new members, Monica Del Castillo and Salli Christenson, attended their first meeting.
Approval of Minutes

The minutes from December 6, 2011, were approved.

Regional Report
Peter Berg spoke about the role of the Great Lakes ADA Center for the guests in attendance.  He also gave the regional report:
The Center has made changes in the ADA Audio Conference Series program to offer additional options for people to participate at no cost.  They are streaming the audio portion as well as accompanying visuals to the webinar platform and offering it free to individuals.  All sessions are also real-time captioned via the webinar platform.  Individuals may sign up online through the registration process and chose which method they wish to use.

The February ADA Audio Conference session will focus on the obligations of the lodging industry under the revised Title III regulations.  The session is scheduled for February 21, 2011, at 2-3:30pm EST.  More information about the sessions can be found at www.ada-audio.org.
The six session series on ADA and Ticketing targeted to arts entities and dealing with the new 2010 Title II and III Regulations was completed.  All of the sessions are archived and available for viewing along with the handout materials at www.adaconferences.org/Ticketing/Archives.

The Center is collaborating with the Region III ADA Center to produce a six-session webinar series on the new regulations for the lodging Industry which go into effect on March 15, 2012.  The series will address a variety of topics including barrier removal and new construction within lodging facilities, revisions to how reservations for accessible rooms are managed, service animals, effective communication and modification of policies and procedures for guests with disabilities.  The first session will take place on February 8 and run weekly through March 9.  They are in the process of developing the website for registration and promotion and will forward that information when available.  The target audience will be hotel owners and operators.

The Legal Webinar Series will consist of five sessions in 2012 with the first one focusing on ADA and Healthcare settings.  Go to www.ada-audio.org for more information and to register.

The February 2, 2011, AccessibilityOnline webinar series session will feature Accessible Court Houses and Court Rooms.  The presenter will be Dave Yanchulis, Accessibility Specialist with the US Access Board.  More information regarding this session can be found online at www.accessibilityonline.org.
There will be two ADA Symposium’s held in 2012.  One will be in Orlando on March 12-14 and the other will be in Indianapolis on May 30 – June 1.  The ADA Center hopes that everyone will consider attending in Indianapolis.  They will make financial support available to cover the cost of registration for those interested in attending.  The application for a $400 stipend to cover the cost of registration is on the Center’s website.  You can view the agenda on the ADA Symposium website at www.adasymposium.org.    

The Great Lakes ADA Center is partnering with several other regional centers to create a training network that is supported through online resources, ongoing updates, etc.  The goal is to create more capacity to do ADA training at the local level.  To that end, they will be sending out more information in upcoming months regarding the training process and asking for interested individuals to submit applications.  The training will take place at a centralized location and then those trained will gain access to training materials, etc. that can be utilized to address all titles of the ADA.  Interested persons should let Robin Jones know they are interested by sending her an email at guiness@uic.edu.   

The Center still has multiple copies of the 2010 Accessibility Standards and Regulations Implementing Title II and III along with the regulatory analysis printed for distribution.  Please let them know if you need them for training purposes, and they will ship them to you.

The ADA National Network has created a series of fact sheets regarding topics commonly asked about in the revisions to the Title II and III regulations.  The topics covered include an Overview of Revised Regulations, Effective Communication, Exams and Courses, Wheelchairs and Other Power Driven Mobility Devices, Correctional Facilities, Overview of the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design, Service Animals, Ticketing and Lodging.  They can be found at the ADA National Network website at www.adata.org.

The U.S. Department of Justice has established two special web pages for addressing critical issues under the ADA.  They are Fighting Discrimination against people with AIDS/HIV (www.ada.gov/aids/index.htm) and Olmstead –Community Integration for Everyone (www.ada.gov/Olmstead).
Project Proposals

Five proposals submitted for 2012 were discussed.  Disability Network Oakland & Macomb requested $1,800 for training six employers on employment of people with disabilities.  Do 1 Thing requested $1,500 to make audio files of emergency information.  The Ann Arbor Center for Independent Living requested $2,800 for two workshops on the 2010 ADA standards.  Michigan Paralyzed Veterans of America requested any available funds up to $2,575 for an accessibility seminar.  Disability Network of Southwest Michigan requested $1,800 to train hotel staff on best practices for accommodating people with disabilities.
The committee agreed to take the following steps before a final decision on funding is made in February:
Salli Christenson will contact Disability Network Oakland & Macomb to clarify details, and she will also check to see if similar trainings are already available in the area for free.
Paul Ecklund will contact Do 1 Thing and offer recommendations if needed.
Vickey Argo and Dick Baker will contact the Ann Arbor Center for Independent Living and Michigan Paralyzed Veterans of America to see if they can work together as both proposals are similar and the close proximity of the organizations.

The committee agreed to fund the full $1,800 that was requested by Disability Network of Southwest Michigan.
Announcements
Paul Ecklund passed around checklists for hotels and readily achievable barrier removal.  He will email them to Dan Cooper, who will pass them along to the committee members.
Vickey Argo said she will attend a statewide meeting of the Michigan Business Leadership Network on January 26.

Paul Ecklund said the Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) is involved with a conference on accessibility of housing with a focus on existing homes.  It will take place on March 1 at the Lansing Center.
Budget

Dan Cooper stated there were no budget details to report at this time as the final subcontract paperwork has not come from the Great Lakes ADA Center yet.  He explained that since this is the first year of a new five-year grant cycle, our application could not be submitted until late autumn, so the process is taking place later than in a normal year.  The paperwork is expected to arrive in January.  Michigan Protection & Advocacy Service (MPAS), as the fiscal agent, is temporarily covering any costs until the subcontract is official.
Election of Co-Chairs

Curt Hansen and Vickey Argo were re-nominated via email in advance of the meeting for the co-chair positions.  There were no additional nominations at the meeting.  Curt and Vickey were elected to another one-year term.
Old and New Business

Dan Cooper stated that any guests who are interested in membership to the committee should submit applications to him.

Dan said that anyone who is interested in attending the National ADA Symposium in Indianapolis on May 30 – June 1, 2012, should notify him.  The committee will be sending two members.  Priority will be given to those who have not previously attended the conference.
Next Meeting

The next meeting will take place on the regularly scheduled day of April 24, 2012, at 11:00 AM at the MPAS office in Lansing.
