
2018 Agenda National Federation of the Blind of Michigan State convention

November 2, 3 and 4, 2018

Westin Southfield Detroit

1500 Town Center

Southfield, MI 48075

Phone: (248)827-4000
THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND KNOWS THAT BLINDNESS IS NOT THE CHARACTERISTIC THAT DEFINES YOU OR YOUR FUTURE.  EVERY DAY WE RAISE THE EXPECTATIONS OF BLIND PEOPLE, BECAUSE LOW EXPECTATIONS CREATE OBSTACLES BETWEEN BLIND PEOPLE AND OUR DREAMS.  YOU CAN LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT; BLINDNESS IS NOT WHAT HOLDS YOU BACK. 

Message from the State president

The leaders and members of the National Federation of the Blind of Michigan would like to welcome you to our 2018 state convention.  We will do our best to make the time you spend with us enjoyable and exciting.  If you are new to blindness, and being with other blind people, you will find that we have members who are just like you.  They will be eager to share with you what they have come to know by participating in our movement.  If you are the parent of a blind child, or if you are an educator of blind children, you will meet other parents who believe in the innate normality and unique nature of every blind person to pursue goals, enjoy life and live the life he or she wants.    You will learn how parents, with the help of competent blind role models, can work to build the Federation philosophy in their children by helping them master essential skills and develop self-confidence and positive attitudes about themselves and their blindness.  

If you have been blind all of your life, or if you are a friend or relative of someone who is experiencing blindness, you will meet others just like you who will want to know all about you and what you do.  As you come to understand and appreciate our perspective and way of life you will discover that, you too, have something to offer us in terms of your background, life experience, talents and abilities.     I have always said that our greatest strength comes from our giving.  When we learn from each other we realize possibilities, but when we give to others we see our own power in action.  We act on behalf of every blind person each time we help one more blind man, woman, or child see the value of his or her own true potential.    This is what I hope you will see in the program items and discussions that will take place this weekend.    Despite the low expectations many have toward people who are blind, which, unfortunately, are all too prevalent in our society, we, of the National Federation of the Blind, have charted our own course in determining our own destiny.  We know best what blindness really is and what it is not.  

The members of the National Federation of the Blind are an engaging people.  We actively embrace life and enjoy the ride while we are doing it.  We ask you to join with us as we work to engage the world in recognizing our true capacity to contribute to society on the basis of complete equality with our seeing neighbors.  Help us transform our dreams into reality.

Michael Powell, President

National Federation of the Blind of Michigan
Tell your Friends

We encourage you to talk about the convention to your friends on social media. Our official hash tag is #NFBMI18

Also, visit our website at http://www.nfbmi.org, join our Facebook 

Group, and subscribe to our Email discussion list.

Childcare

Childcare will be available in the hospitality suite during the Friday 

Evening session from7 to 9 PM and during general session, breakouts, and 

the banquet on Saturday and Sunday.

Free Literature

A variety of free literature is available for the taking near the 

Charlevoix Ballroom. Please feel free to browse and take whatever literature
is of interest to you. Literature is available on a variety of blindness topics 

and in multiple formats. Please contact Kim Evans with any questions or 

suggestions for literature you would like to see at convention.

   

Friday November 2

1:00 - 6:00 Exhibit Hall – Windover Ballroom
Stop by our exhibit hall with a variety of companies and vendors, eager to share their latest products and services. See some of the latest in access technology, learn about services which may benefit you, and purchase some great products.

Exhibitors include: 
A T Guys
Able Zone, Inc
Bureau of Services for Blind Persons
CyberTimez
E. M. VITU,Inc.
JW.org
Michigan Department of Education-Low Incidence Outreach 
MiPOBC
NFB Detroit Chapter 
NFB Lansing Chapter 
SASS/Birding by Ear and Beyond.
Seedlings Braille Books for Children
Tony Gebhard, Musician and Advocate
Toy Cathedral

Aira is proud to be a part of the NFB family. We are grateful to President Riccobono and all of you for being vital stakeholders in the creation of the Aira service, enhancing access to information. Always on your terms. Whenever you need it. And however you want it. As part of our partnership, we are glad to offer Aira Access for the annual NFB of Michigan Convention.

What is Aira Access? It is the ability for anyone to download the Aira app and use Aira for free, finding a hotel room, a conference room, reading a hotel menu, describing exhibit hall tables, or calling an Uber or Lyft to get to the airport.

To download the aira app go here: www.aira.io/app you will see a banner at the top of the app that says, “Tap to use Aira as a Guest for Free.”

Want to learn more before you are onsite?

https://aira.io/access
Here’s to a great Convention! 
4:00 - 7:00 PM
Registration –Charlevoix Ballroom Foyer

Registration: $20, Banquet tickets: $40; Saturday lunch: $15

4:00 PM

 Resolutions Committee – Board of Directors room
If you feel the NFB of Michigan needs to take a position on an issue, Please bring your resolution or idea to the meeting. This is where we set policy for the organization. All are welcome. Please Email resolutions to stephenhandschu@gmail.com. Stephen Handschu, Chairperson

7:00 - 9:00 PM
 MABS Game Night – Windover
Stop by and mingle with your fellow students and friends. Open to all.
7:00 PM 
The National Federation of the Blind of Michigan hosts a seminar for parents of blind children.   Seminar Leader:  Brunhilde Merk-Adam

What does a good IEP look like?  What are the responsibilities and expectations involved in developing a good education plan for your blind children?

 Come and meet members and leaders of the NFB of Michigan, meet Haley Dare: president MIPOBC and the board of directors of Michigan’s parents division.  Board of Directors room
7:00 PM 

Other meetings and events

9:00 PM-midnight 
Come and join the NFB of Michigan for a social hospitality mixer.  Open to all ages.  
Music and Mingling hosted by Derek Moore – Charlevoix Ballroom.  Join your federation family for music, mingling, and fun. Sing a song or enjoy the talents of others.  Light appetizers and Cash bar available.
Saturday, November 3

All general sessions and the banquet will be held in the Charlevoix Ballroom
7:30 to 8:45 AM 
ONE- TOUCH, techniques and strategies for self-defense developed for blind persons.  Windover Room.

Learn how to defuse, avoid and protect yourself in difficult situations: Steve Handschu certified ONE TOUCH instructor
8:00 - 8:45 AM     
Registration – Charlevoix Ballroom Foyer
9:00 AM 
Convention called to order.  Opening remarks and other convention announcements
Michael Powell: President 
NFB Pledge

I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to

abide by its constitution.

9:15 AM
Report from our national office.  This year our national representative will be Mr. Ron Brown, 2nd-Vice-President of the National Federation of the Blind, and president National Federation of the Blind of Indiana.

9:50 AM 
Introducing our state scholarship winners, 
JJ Meddaugh 1st-Vice-President National Federation of the Blind of Michigan

10:00 AM 
Michigan Bureau of Services for Blind Persons: 
Lisa Kisiel and Shannon McVoy

10:30 AM
 Report on special education of the blind and visually impaired in Michigan:
 Roxanne Balfour Michigan Department of Education Office of Special Education/Low Incidence Outreach 

10:55 AM 
Panel discussion:  Special Education

11:20 AM
Autonomous vehicles: What role will the blind play in their development? Fred Wurtzel or guest speaker

11:45 AM
Remarks, Questions and Answers voting in the 2018 election

12:00 PM 
Adjourn for lunch

12:00 PM
Pizza Lunch Buffet - Windover Foyer

Lunch ticket is required and must be purchased in advance or at 

Registration. If you preordered lunch, pick it up here.

12;30 PM
 Michigan Association of Blind Students Annual Meeting - Windover

Learn about the latest happenings with your student division as well as 

12:30 PM
MIPOBC meeting Charlevoix.

2:00 PM 
Panel Discussion:      New innovations in a world of emerging technologies and basic skills of blindness, possibilities or pitfalls AIRA technology and remote Assistance, what it is and how it works, J.J Meddaugh.   Way Around What it is, what it does, and how it works, Sabrina Simmons Introducing the Cyber Eyez Wearable, Sean Tibbetts, CEO and CoFounder, CyberTimez
3:15 PM
What’s happening in the world of Braille transcription: Robert Beaton National Braille Transcribers Association Michigan Department of Education—Low Incidence Outreach IMC.  Learn what is involved in getting books transcribed and delivered to schools in a timely manner

3:40 PM
POBC report Haley Dare, President:  Hear the latest from our Michigan parents division and meet our BELL academy students and volunteers for 2018

4:10 PM 
Science camp:  Sense-Sational Adventures in Summer Science.  Fred Wurtzel, Donna Posont and others.  Hear the report from our student scientists and mentors as they studied the subject of sound this summer

4:40 PM
Paving the path for our future: Kathryn Webster, president, national Association of blind students, Arlington, Virginia
5:00 PM
Adjournment 

7:00 PM
Banquet

Banquet address from our national representative Ron Brown

Student scholarship and other award presentations

9:00 PM 
Auction
Sunday, November 4, (eastern standard time begins)

9:00 AM
Business session of the convention begins

A. President’s report

B. Secretary’s report

C. Treasurer’s report

D. Election of officers

E. Resolutions

F. Washington seminar

G. Chapter and committee reports

H. Old business

I. New business

J. Convention adjourns at 12:00 PM

Thank you for participating in the National Federation of the Blind of Michigan 2018 state convention


