COLORADO CENTER FOR THE BLIND

2233 W. Shepperd Ave.

Littleton, CO  80120

303-778-1130 or 1-800-401-4632  fax 303-778-1598
Come join us for our Summer Programs!

2009 Program Dates: 

· Initiation to Independence Middle School Program:  Monday, July 20th – Saturday, August 8th 
· Earn and Learn High School Program:  Saturday, June 13th – Saturday, August 8th
· Summer for Success College Program:  Saturday, June 13th – Saturday, August 8th
Contact:  Julie Deden, Executive Director, 303-778-1130 ext. 210 or 1-800-401-4632 or email at jdeden@cocenter.org
The Colorado Center for the Blind is getting ready for its 2009 Summer Programs.  As always, we have many exciting, informative, and fun activities planned for the kids that will make this a great summer of learning, growing and new friends and acquaintances.  

The programs offered by the CCB include core class instruction, assisted independent apartment living, and challenge recreation activities such as rock climbing and white water rafting.  The classes offered include Braille, travel, daily living skills, and adaptive technology.  All these classes will be taught by competent blind instructors who are trained and adept at teaching at all levels and can accommodate any special needs that kids may require.  Student to teacher ratio is generally three to one.  

The students will live with competent blind role models in two bedroom, two bath apartments located near the Center and will work on all aspects of managing an apartment with their live-in counselor’s assistance.  There are usually 2-3 students per apartment and they will work together on such things as cleaning, cooking, food storage, grocery store shopping using customer clerks, budgeting money, sharing chores, etc.  All students will use public transportation for any errands they need to run and this will be done under the supervision of their counselors.  They will also use public transportation every day to travel to and from the center and their apartments.  Bus passes are provided by the Center for the duration of the program.  

One of the high points of the summer is traveling to the National Federation of the Blind Annual Convention.  This is the largest gathering of blind people in the world and kids get the chance to meet many successful blind adults and other kids from all around the country, learn about the newest technology and adaptive devices and experience some of the details of staying in a world class hotel.  This year’s convention will be held in Detroit, Michigan during the week of the 4th of July.  We will travel by plane, giving the students a good experience in independently traveling through unfamiliar airports, packing and checking luggage, etc.  They will attend a formal banquet at the end of the convention and appropriate dress clothing is the norm at this event.  

Activities such as white water rafting, rock climbing and other events such as Major League Baseball games or trips to amusement parks are also an integral part of our Summer Programs.  We have worked for years with the National Sports Center for the Disabled and the Colorado River Guides for climbing and rafting and the staff at these facilities are familiar and well trained in working with our blind youth.  The kids always have a great time tackling these things that are generally perceived as inaccessible to blind kids.  We will also have the kids meet with a representative from the United States Association of Blind Athletes to discuss adaptive games for the blind and ways they can better participate in general physical education classes in public high schools.  

There are three different programs in which blind kids can participate.  These are the Initiation to Independence Middle School Program, the Earn and Learn High School Program, and the Summer for Success College Program.  Each of these programs has their own distinct and special areas of focus.  

The Initiation to Independence Middle School Program is for kids aged 12-14.  This program runs for three weeks and the participants will work on all the above-mentioned aspects of the program in an age appropriate manner.  They will also go on job shadows where they will have an opportunity to observe other blind kids and adults doing their jobs.  It is never too early to start thinking about work and to have the expectation that they can be fully active, productive members of society.  

The Earn and Learn High School Program is for blind kids aged 14-18 who are currently attending high school and looking for some practical job experience.  This is an 8 week program and the participants will be involved in all above-mentioned aspects of the program as well as working 12 to 15 hours a week during the final four weeks of the program.  The jobs they do are normal, after school type jobs such as kitchen and restaurant work, basic clerical work, day care assistance, etc. and they will be paid minimum wage for their work.  It is very exciting on paydays when they receive their checks.  They are encouraged to save some of their money but, of course, they love to spend some of it on pizza and CDs.  

The Summer for Success College Prep Program is for kids who have graduated high school and are preparing to go on to post-secondary education.  All participants will be involved in the above-mentioned aspects of the program as well as having discussions on using readers and Disabled Students Services, applying for scholarships, and meeting and talking with blind adults who have gone through the college experience.  Last year we had a blind math professor meet with the students for a week to go over mathematics for blind people and demonstrate and instruct on new software that makes math more accessible to them.  

We are very excited about the upcoming programs at the Colorado Center for the Blind and hope you will consider the opportunity to take advantage of all that these challenging and unique programs have to offer.  If you have any questions concerning our programs, please contact Julie Deden.  Thanks for your interest in the Colorado Center for the Blind Summer Programs.  

Julie Deden
Executive Director
Colorado Center for the Blind

