NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND

OF MISSOURI

Forty-Ninth Annual State Convention

March 25 through March 27, 2011

The Ramada Inn Hotel

St. Joseph, Missouri

The St. Joseph Chapter welcomes everyone to our wonderful city where we plan to make this one of the best conventions ever held by the National Federation of the Blind of Missouri.  Enjoy the Remington Nature Center which features plants and animals native to the area. Of course there is the Pony Express Museum highlighting the famous mail route between Saint Joseph, Missouri and Sacramento, California. The Patee House Museum was once a grand hotel with the office of the Pony Express housed inside its doors. There is also the Glore Psychiatric Museum, named after one of our former members, George Glore. George worked for the State Asylum #2 or the state psychiatric hospital for many years. We have an ever expanding industrial park, which houses Sara Lee Foods, USA 800, Saint Joseph Distributing, The News-Press, Brown Transfer and many other businesses.
Members of our St. Joseph Chapter cordially invite you to drop by Hospitality in the Lotus Room, which will be open from 5:00 PM to 10:00 PM Friday evening.

The hotel features the Whiskey Creek Steakhouse, a fine establishment in which to enjoy a meal or a drink. There are also food establishments within walking distance for independent Federationists who like a little time on their feet.
This year's hotel convention room rates are $75.00 for singles and doubles and $5.00 per extra person plus taxes. However, the hotel is not obligated to honor these rates if proof of registration for the convention is not available when you check-out.

The check-out time for the hotel on Sunday is at 12:00 noon. Those who can check-out prior to the morning sessions will help us avoid congestion at the front desk upon adjournment.

Registration will be held Friday evening in the Veranda area from 5:00 PM until 8:00 PM and again on Saturday morning from 8:00 AM to 9:30 AM. Registration at the convention will cost $18.00 per person and banquet tickets will cost $25.00. Please register so you will be eligible for door prizes and other convention activities. Even if you have pre-registered, you should come to this area to pick up your registration packet. Also, remember to check out the exhibits which will be near the registration table.

This year's luncheon on Saturday will be at noon in the Bartlett Room. Tickets are $13.00 and may be purchased at the registration table.

A prayer breakfast led by Tom Stevens will be held on Sunday morning at 7:00 AM in the Bartlett Room. 
Door prizes will be given throughout the convention and each chapter is encouraged to bring their donations to the St. Joseph Chapter table in the exhibit area. You must be in the room or must be working on convention business to win.

The general sessions on Saturday and Sunday will be held in Ballroom East. The Reception and Banquet will be held in Ballroom West. All Federation meetings and convention events are smoke free.

FRIDAY EVENING

4:30
 Grieving the loss of a loved one: how we get through it together—Hyde Room
5:30 
Some computerized technology for cleaning: can the blind use it – Gary Horchem, Springfield, Missouri
6:00  Missouri Association of Blind Merchants, Sam Neal, President -- Hyde Room

6:00
 Dog Guide Division, Stephanie McDowell, Chairman -- Krug Room

7:00
 Membership Committee, Debbie Wunder, Chair -- Bartlett Room

8:00
 Resolutions Committee, Dacia Luck, Chair -- Hyde Room

9:00
 Ways and Means Committee, Gene Fleeman, Chair -- Krug Room

9:00
 Blind Students Committee, Shirley Graul, Chair -- Bartlett Room

10:00 Nominating Committee, Rita Lynch, Chair -- Room to be announced

SATURDAY MORNING

6:30
 Scholarship Breakfast (Scholarship Recipients and              committee members) Shelia Wright, Chair -- Conference Room A

8:00
 National Federation of the Blind of Missouri Board of Directors Meeting -- Ballroom East

GENERAL SESSION -- Ballroom East
8:45
 Call To Order

8:50
 Introduction from St. Joseph -- Lois Ulmer

9:00
 Convention Logistics -- Gene Coulter, Convention Coordinator

9:05
 Report of the Nominating Committee -- Rita Lynch, Chair

9:10
 Changing what it means to be blind, a report from our national representative -- John Fritz, President, National Federation of the Blind of Wisconsin

9:50
 Questions from the floor

9:55
 Planning for your retirement: what you should know as a blind person -- Pauline Murphy, Indianapolis Indiana

10:15 Questions from the floor

10:20 How to search for scholarships: the money and so much more -- Sylvia Modesitt, Senior, Community R6, Martinsburg, Missouri

10:40 We are blind parents who could have been childless: what  happens when a social service agency runs off the track -- Erika Johnson and Blake Sinnett, Independence Missouri

11:05 Who will defend the rights of a blind father: my story and the National Federation of the Blind -- Kirk Ford, Kansas City, Missouri

11:25 Report from the Resolutions Committee -- Dacia Luck, Chair

12:00 Adjourn for lunch

Saturday Afternoon Session

1:30
Chapter King and Queen Candidates

1:40
A report from Rehabilitation Services for the Blind -- Mark Laird, Deputy Director, Family Support Division, Rehabilitation Services for the blind

2:20
Books for the blind: when you want them, where you want them, and a library that is here to serve you -- Dr. Richard Smith, Director, Wolfner Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped

2:50
Break

3:00
Presidential Report -- Gary Wunder

3:40
Mobility for the blind: cane or dog, it's not either or -- Stephanie McDowell, Chairman, Dog Guide Division, St. Louis, Missouri; Dr. Diana Dawne, St. Louis, Missouri

4:00
Social Security: What must I report and when -- Gene Coulter, Governmental Financial Aid Programs

4:15
Challenge yourself and don't miss opportunities -- Carol Elzi and Monique Melton, Littleton, Colorado

4:35
A tribute to long service, strong leadership, and an unquenchable spirit -- Gary Wunder and others
5:00
Adjourn

Saturday Evening

6:00
Reception and cash bar prior to banquet

6:30
Banquet of the National Federation of the Blind of Missouri -- Ballroom West

Lois Ulmer, Master of Ceremonies

Invocation

Crowning of the King and Queen

Introduction of Guests

Presentation of Awards

Other Business at the direction of the Master of Ceremonies

Banquet Address: John Fritz, Board of Directors, National Federation of the Blind 

Auction by the Ways and Means Committee

9:00 Come and dance to the Music; Presented by the St. Joseph Chapter. If dancing is not for you, just sit back and enjoy the music, visit with old friends, and get to know someone new.

Sunday Morning

7:00
 Prayer Breakfast – Bartlett Room

8:30  Call to Order

8:35
How do you function with half a cane -- Ruby Polk, Kansas City, Missouri; Gail Bryant, Columbia, Missouri; Susie Stanzel, Leawood, Kansas; Jim Moynihan, St. Louis, Missouri

8:55
Coping with vision loss: finding your way when your world is turned upside down -- Debbie Wunder, Columbia, Missouri

9:10
Report of the Audit Committee -- Dan Flasar, Chair

9:20
Reading of the Treasurer's Report -- Carol Coulter, Treasurer

9:35
Governmental Affairs Report -- Brian Wekamp, Chair

9:50
What is my responsibility as a blind person and am I an equal partner in this relationship: Gary Wunder, Shirley Graul, Phil Graul, Susan Ford, John Fritz 

10:20 A report from the Ways and Means Committee -- Gene Fleeman, Chair

10:40 NFB Newsline: lots of options for people on the go -- Dan Flasar, St. Louis, Missouri

10:55 Elections -- Rita Lynch, Chair

11:15 Finishing up the work of the Resolutions Committee -- Dacia Luck, Chair

11:30 Old Business

11:40 New Business

Appropriation of Funds to tenBroek, the National Treasury, etc.

National Convention Stipend

Matters Presented from the Floor

12:00 Adjourn

PLEDGE OF THE

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND

I pledge to participate actively in the effort of the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind: to support the policies and programs of the Federation and to abide by its Constitution.
